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Panoramic view of Belle Plaine taken in 1872. At the left is the round house, and the Tremont House. At the right may 
be seen the first Methodist Church and the Evangelical Church. View taken from hill in South City Park. 


Chapter 1 


Backward, Turn 

Backward, O Time, 

in your Flight... 
—E. A. Allen 


When we look at Belle Plaine today 
it is hard to believe that if we had 
stood on any of the nearby hills 100 
years ago we would have seen prairie 
grass as high as our shoulders. It is 
equally hard to believe that the beauti- 
ful trees which grace our streets and 
parks were planted. The only natural 
wooded areas were along the rivers 
and creeks. Deer were plentiful; wild- 
fowl were everywhere; the streams 
were a fisherman’s paradise. The rail- 
road had just barely succeeded in lay- 
ing track this far. 

Tiny settlements like the Belle Plaine 
of that day sprang up; some thrived; 
some withered. Some have left no trace 
of their existence except an occasional 
brick or stone turned up in the field 


when plowed by the farmer who culti- 


vates the soil where once stood houses, 
businesses, churches. The settlements 
which survived bear the marks of rapid 
growth. Some of these towns survived 
fire and flood; some lived through dis- 
appointment and discouragement. Those 
which had the will to live and grow 
stand today as a monument to the hope, 
prayers, and determination of the 
hardy pioneers. 

We hope to tell the story of the early 
years of this area in the pages that fol- 
low. Countless men, women, and chil- 
dren had a part in the early struggle 
for survival. We could not hope to give 
a complete record of all who contri- 
buted to the community life which we 
enjoy today. We can only draw upon the 
sources extant. Telling the history of 
the early years is a monumental task, a 
task which could and probably should 
involve months of preparation. We shall 
try to give the reader some conception 
of the joys and sorrows, the achieve- 
ments and disappointments, and the 
dreams and realities which were and 
are part of our heritage. We approached 
the task with great hopes and very little 


1864 view of Main Street looking east. 
built by Samuel Hart on the northeast corner of Eighth Avenue and Main Street. 


At left is Hart House, an early hotel 


—. a8 


experience in such matters and finished 
it with the sure knowledge that our ca- 
pabilities are too limited and time is 
too short. Still, our research was fasci- 
nating; che aquaintances made were re- 
warding; the arguments indulged in 
were a spur to further work, and best 
of all, the co-operation and interest of 
the whole community were an inspira- 
tion to all of us. 

We offer the finished product hum- 
bly, and with the hope that it will please 
many, if not all. 


Chapter 2 


Early Days of 
Guinnville and the 
Beginning of 

Belle Plaine 


George Washington (Kern) Ealy was 
a man who lived through some of the 
most interesting early years of our state 
and city. Many people liked to listen to 
what he had to say about those early 
years and most people who came to 
hear him left reluctantly. Here was a 
man who had seen and done things 
the rest of us dream of seeing or doing. 


How fortunate the young people of 
today would be if they could hear first 
hand this man recreate the thrills of 
those early days as he remembered 
them. For Kern Ealy was a man with 
a fantastic memory and a gift for story- 
telling which enabled him to enchant 
the listeners, young and old. 


Kern’s remembrances are the basis 
of this article and were set down by 
William Lahn, Kern’s son-in-law, who 
knew that the time would come when 
the teller would be gone and the tales 
would be but memories to those who 
had heard them. We have not changed 
the wording, except for clarification, 
and have re-arranged the material to a 
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Here is nearly a century of progress in 
Grain Harvesting 


Two-Horse Power and Thresher and Cleaner, Mounted, 


ot On oe ek L'LODT. 
S a newaLy g pstFigss , _ 
NARO HAROE i 20 j } q <= Y 


A horse power driven 
threshing machine of 


the late 1800's. 


Here you see one of 
the most modern corn 
and grain harvesting 


machines. 
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George W. (Kern) Ealy. Mr. Ealy died 
in January of 1959. His son-in-law, 
Bill Lahn, died in July of 1960. 


slight degree for continuity. The tale is 
Kern’s and is set down by his son-in-law 
so that all of us might have the joy that 
comes with sharing a good tale, well 
told. This is the way Bill Lahn told it: 


“I plan to tell in the following the early 
history of Belle Plaine as my father-in- 
law, George Washington (Kern) Ealy, 
remembers it. He was born June 12, 
1861, in Bald Knob, Missouri, and came 
to Belle Plaine in the summer of 1865 
and has been in the vicinity ever since. 
I became his son-in-law in 1917, and in 
the years since then he has told me 
stories about the early days. I didn’t 
realize until last year what a remark- 
able memory he has. About a year ago 
I found a History of Benton County in 
the Belle Plaine Library, compiled in 
1878, and on pages 443-53 I read a num- 
ber of incidents about which Kern had 
told me years ago. One in particular 
stands out. Kern told me that he and 
John Donovan were herding cattle west 
of Salt Creek, north of the tracks. There 
were no fences then. Boys had to herd 
the cattle to keep them out of the corn- 
fields, and all the cattle in the neighbor- 
hood were herded together. The people 
who lived on the Ham Edwards place 
(now owned by E. A. Tappan) at the 
northeast edge of town sent their boy 
down to get their cattle out of the herd. 
He was on horseback and drove the cat- 
tle across the creek. When he crossed 
the creek the horse stumbled, and threw 
him off, and he drowned. The 1878 His- 
tory of Benton County relates that 
Franklin Schild drowned in Salt Creek 
about Sept. 23, 1869. When I read this 
I asked Kern if he remembered the 
name of the boy who drowned and he 


£4 n _ said he couldn't. ‘Then I asked if he re- 


membered what year it was and he said 


he couldn’t say for sure but he did re- 


member that it was the first year he 


had a pony of his own and when he got 


off he couldn’t get on again unless he 
found something to stand on such as a 
stump or a log so he couldn’t have been 
very old. He was eight years old in 1869. 


Another account in the 1878 history 
about which he had told me was the 
time he and his dad brought a load of 
hogs to town and sold them to a stock 
buyer at the yards which were then on 
the south side of the track about a 
block west of the Seventh Avenue cros- 
sing. Before they left the stockyards the 
buyer dropped dead. Kern couldn’t re- 
member the buyer’s name or the exact 
date but he said it was cold weather. 
The 1878 history tells that E. B. Severn, 
a well-known citizen of Belle Plaine, 
died suddenly at the railway station on 
November 17, 1871, while superinten- 
ding the loading of some stock on a car. 
Kern was then 10 years old. 


Nearly all the tales in this 1878 his- 
tory had been told to me over the years 
by Kern. When he couldn’t remember 
the exact date he would tell about other 
events which happened before or after 
so that I could usually figure out the 
year. I asked Kern how he had acquired 
such.a remarkable memory and Kern 
said he didn’t think it was remarkable. 
He had heard so many stories told and 
retold as a youngster that it would have 
been more remarkable if he hadn’t re- 
membered them. He had more oppor- 
tunity than most boys to hear stories. 

When Kern was about 12 a co-opera- 
tive store called the Grange was organ- 
ized by a group of 100 farmers. Kern’s 


Malvina and Washington Ealy, parents 
of George W. (Kern) Ealy. 


ee, 


dad either managed the store or worked 

in it until it burned in the fire of 1894. 
Kern enjoyed being around the store 
helping his dad. All the farmers in the 
vicinity met there and sat around talk- 
ing and arguing. Near the stove there 
was one chair reserved for Hyrcanus 
Guinn. Whenever Hyrcanus appeared 
the occupant of the chair moved. Every 
evening Kern’s dad entertained the fam- 
ily with the stories he had heard during 
the day. Kern’s dad was what we would 
call the credit manager for the store 
and it was his business to find out ev- 
erything he could about anyone. He 
knew where everybody came from, he 
knew what they did; he knew their rep- 
utation. During the winter, especially on 
Saturdays and Sundays, there was us- 
ually a group around the stove in the 
store. A lot of the conversations were 
about politics. Hyrcanus Guinn always 
held some county or township office and 
was well versed in politics, both state 
and national. , 


Hyrcanus Guinn, first settler in Iowa 
Township. 


At about the same time that Kern was 
picking up tales at the Grange store his 
brother, Bill, was a bartender in the 
basement of the building on the south- 
east corner of Main and Eighth Avenue. 
If the owner was gone Bill would let 
Kern come in and stay with him. Kern 
said he picked up countless tales there. 


Hyrcanus Guinn was one of the out- 
standing men of the community at that 
time and Kern knew all about his early 
experiences. Guinn was born in Green 
County, Tennessee, in 1820 and died in 
1890. Greenville was the county seat of 
Greene County. Guinn’s father was in- 
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38 YEARS OF PROGRESS 
CLEAR'S ... Since 1924. 


We have served Belle Plaine for 38 years with the most complete as- 


sortment of everyday needs. 


Our first store was established in the fall of 1924 in the building now 
occupied by Storm’s. At that time the Lincoln Highway, now Highway 


30, ran directly through downtown on Main Street. 


In 1929 we moved to the store now occupied by Leonard’s TV. We 
expanded in 1930 to the building directly west, then occupied by a 
men’s clothing store, and an archway was cut between the rooms. 
In 1937 we bought the two buildings at 810 and 812 Twelfth Street. 
A glass front was installed and a wall removed between the above 
two rooms in 1939 and we occupied the double store. Overall new 
self-serve fixtures of latest design were installed in 1959. In 1962 
we bought the building which had housed Connor's Store to the east 
of our double room. An archway was cut between Connor's and our 
double store in 1960, giving a three-store front with a total width of 


70 feet. All of these improvements have been made to better serve 


our customers. 
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»s a Greene County, and he had a 
ecial friend narned Andrew Johnson. 
- “When Hyrcanus was a young man he 
_ entered politics and took an active part 
in Andrew Johnson’s support of Van 
‘Buren for president in 1840. In 1842 
Andrew Johnson was elected to the 
Congress of the United States from his 
district. When he returned from Wash- 
‘ington in 1843 he told such glowing 
tales of the new Territory of Iowa that 
Hyrcanus decided to go and look it over. 

He came by horseback through Ken- 
tucky, southern Indiana, Illinois, and 
crossed the Mississippi River at Bur- 
lington. From Burlington to Iowa City 
the road was as good as any he had 
travelled, but from Iowa City west it 
was little more than a trail along the 
south side of the Iowa River. Where 
South Amana stood in later years there 
was a trading post run by a man named 
Patterson who traded with the Indians. 
This was the only building he saw west 
of Iowa City. Hyrcanus followed the riv- 
er trail until he came to the hills south- 
west of Belle Plaine. He didn’t favor the 
hilly country so he crossed the river 
where the land looked better. He came 
back east a few miles and when he saw 
the ridge east of here with plentiful 
trees and the prairie grass between the 
ridge and the river as tall as his horse 
he chose that place for a new home. He 
marked a tree on the south side of the 
river so that he could find the same 
place on his return. 

Guinn returned to Tennessee, worked 
and saved his money, and in September 
of 1846 he married Miss Melissa A. 
Dunwoody. These two, with John Guinn, 
a doctor by profession, bought oxen and 
two wagons and started for Iowa in the 
early fall of 1846. Hyrcanus and his bro- 
ther, John, voted for the first governor 
of the State of Iowa. They were on their 
way here and arrived in Iowa City on 
Election Day in 1846. The city was 
crowded because of election. When they 
told the officials that they were on their 
way to settle in Iowa they were allowed 
to vote and both voted for Ansel Briggs 
who was elected first governor of the 
state. 


The road west of Iowa City had not 
been much improved. At the old trading 
post they found a couple named Hutch- 
inson. The Guinns stayed there over- 
night and the next day arrived at Mar- 
engo where there was a man who ran a 
ferry across the river and had the post 
office in his home. At the present loca- 
tion of Koszta a man named Hench had 
three log cabins and he called the place 
Hench’s Settlement. Hench told the 
Guinns that two men, William Greenlee 
and Robert Furnas, had been through 
there a month or so earlier and had set- 
tled about two miles north of Koszta on 


This is thought to be John Guinn, broth- 
er of Hyrcanus Guinn. 


Section One of Cono Township in Iowa 
County. These two men were brothers- 
in-law of the Guinns. 

When Hyrcanus left in 1843 for Ten- 
nessee he had marked a large white 
oak. On his return trip in 1846 he found 
this tree and crossed the river there. He 
was about two miles east of the present 
location of Belle Plaine. Against the 
south side of the ridge they built a 
house of logs. A small stream fed by 
springs on the ridge ran near the house. 
The location was about where the Rene 
Arens home now stands. 


November was spent in the construc- 
tion of the log house and winter was 


Log house built by John Moller in 1862 
which was on the farm Paul Raabe now 
operates. 


well underway before they had much 
chance to see the rest of the country- 
side. When they did get out they found a ~ 
white trapper in a log house on the 
north side of the river about one-fourth 
mile west of where the city dump now 
is. The man was all alone and not too 
talkative. He didn’t even volunteer his 
name, but he did give them some vege- 
tables which he had stored in the 
ground, some dried pumpkin, smoked 
fish, deer meat smoked in the chimney 
of his fireplace, and he told them where 
to find a bee tree. They found enough 
honey to last them through the winter 
and Hyrcanus Guinn used to say that 
they wouldn’t have made out nearly so 
well if it hadn't been for that trappper. 
Guinn was never able to thank him pro- 
perly because when they returned in 
the spring the man was gone, never to 
return. 


In the spring of 1847 Hyrcanus and 
John Guinn went about two miles east 
and two miles south of their location to 
see how the Greenlees and the Furnases 
had stood their first winter in Iowa. 
There John met Miss Caroline Goodwin 
who was a niece of Mrs. Furnas. In the 
fall of 1847, since the trapper had not re- 
turned to his cabin near the river, John 
tore the cabin down and built a new one. 
In 1848 he and Miss Goodwin were mar- 
ried at the home of Robert Furnas by 
Andrew Meachan, a justice of the 
peace. This was the first marriage in 
Cono Township. 


In the spring of 1850 Major Wood of 
the regular Army encamped on the 
north side of the Iowa River about a 
mile east of where John Guinn lived. 
There were two companies of Dragoons 
and a detachment of Infantry with Ma- 
jors Olmstead and Johnson. The camp 
was called Buckenough. It was used as 
a base for supplies being hauled from 
the Mississippi to Fort Dodge where a 
stockade was being built. The Army set 
up a saw mill along the river and the 
men cut trees aid sawed them into lum- 
ber which was sent by ox team to Fort 
Dodge. The Army offered to buy all the 


Sawmill on John Kirner farm about 1880 or 1890. Man with dog is John Kirner. 


View is toward southwest. 
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IN THE GOOD CLD DAYS: 


To be sure of the newest in 
styles and fabrics and the best 
in quality, shop at Belle Plaine’s 


exclusive store for men and boys. 


E. MARLIN STORM 


STORM'S CLOTHING 


FOR MEN and BOYS 


— Belle Plaine — 
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logs the Guinns could bring in. Guinns 
had cut plenty of logs for houses so they 


sold a good many to the Army. The. 


camp was there three or four months. 
When they were ready to leave they 
owed the Guinn Brothers enough that 
the brothers were able to buy the saw 
mill which the Army didn’t want to take 
along. 


The Guinns moved the sawmill to the 
approximate location of the present 
Seventh Avenue and Third or Fourth 
Street. The ground is higher there and 
was out of danger of high water when 
the river flooded. That was the starting 
point of Guinnville. In later years John 
Guinn bought a steam engine for the 
saw mill and hauled it from Davenport 
by oxen. 


The river road was the oldest trail 
or road through this country. The main 
road east and west went along the south 
side of the river through Marengo and 
Koszta to the four corners south of 
Belle Plaine. A mile west of the four 
corners was a settlement called Dover, 
laid out by Adam Hall. Dover had a ho- 
tel, a general store run by Jim Guthrie, 
post office, blacksmith shop, and two 
brick kilns. Some of the early families 
were Winslows, Wrights, Blinkinsops, 
Ridenours, Craigs, Duffields, Sumners, 
Davenports, Boyles, and Ainsworths. 


About a mile north and a little west 
of Dover is the spot where the four 
counties (Benton, Iowa, Powesheik, Ta- 
ma) join in a common corner. Levi Ruhl 
(Whitfield Ruhl’s' grandfather) lived 
near there and was a justice of the 
peace. It was very fashionable in the 
old days for couples to be married stan- 
ding on the four-county corner. Levi 
and his brother, Andy, were considered 
the strongest men in that area. Kern 
said that he saw Levi pick up a barrel 
of salt and put it in a wagon. Andy went 
west every summer and worked in the 
gold mines in the Black Hills. 


The road which came north through 
the site of Belle Plaine led to Irving 
which was a fair sized settlement and 
had an academy. The road went north 
of Irving about two miles where it 
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View south down Eighth Avenue from 
the railroad tracks. 


Family of Francis M. Greenlee who came to Guinnville in 1855. From left, first 
row: James, Josephine, Mr. and Mrs. Greenlee, Laura, Talbert; back: Jack, 


Mollie and John. 


Family of William S. Guinn taken in 1881. From left, first row: James, Hester, 
Mrs. Guinn, John S., Alice; second row: Alpha, Emmaline, Penelope and Mahala. 


joined the old stage coach route from 
Cedar Rapids to Toledo. 

In 1852 Andrew Johnson, a close 
friend of Hyrcanus Guinn, was elected 
Governor of Tennessee. He insisted that 
Hyrcanus come for the inauguration in 
1853 so Guinn took his family with him 
back to Tennessee. There he told his 
family and friends about the opportuni- 
ties in the new state and these people 
considered a move to the west. In 1855 
they gathered twelve wagons, oxen, hor- 
ses and mules and with families and po- 
ssessions started for Iowa. The families 
who came to Guinnville at this time 
were: William S. Guinn and his wife, 
Mary (Greenlee), and five children, An- 
drew Jackson Guinn and his wife Cath- 
erine (Farner), and six children, Francis 
M. Greenlee and his wife, Emmaline 
(Guinn), and three children, George 


— 9 <. 


Washington Ealy and his wife, Malvina 
(Greenlee), and seven children (Kern’s 
family), Andrew Jackson Ealy and his 
wife, Elizabeth (Greenlee), and two chil- 
dren, James R. Ealy, James R. Catron 
and his wife, Isabella (Lauderdale), and 
one son, John B. Greenlee and his wife, 
Elizabeth (Lauderdale), and two chil- 
dren. There were 18 adults and 25 chil- 
dren in this wagon train. When they ar- 
rived the sawmill was in operation and 
lumber was available to build houses. 
John Guinn and Alex Suslong were 
partners in the mill at this time and 
lived a little south of the mill. James 
Ellis was a blacksmith and wagon ma- 
ker and his home and shop were on the 
corner of Sixth Avenue and Fourth 
Street. John B. Hancox ran a boarding 
house north of the sawmill. James Mil- 
ler had a general store between Fourth 
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laine Crest Nursing Home 


A modern bome for senior citizens 


We invite 
your personal 


inspection. 


Double and 
Private Rooms 
State Licensed 
for 47 Beds 
Experienced 


Personnel 


Plaine Crest Nursing Home 


Hickory 4-2500 Belle Plaine, lowa 
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Family of E. M. Ealy taken in 1892. Mrs. Ealy was a daughter of William S. 


Guinn who was a brother to Hyrcanus and John Guinn. 


From the left, front: 


E. M. Ealy, Thurman, Alpha Ealy; back row: Mary, Bill, Clara and Douglas. 


and Fifth Streets on Seventh Avenue. 
Henry Faye was a carpenter and his 
home was about where 312 Fifth Street 
is now. J. W. Filkins owned 160 acres 
that lay between what is now First and 
Eighth Streets and Seventh and Thir- 
teenth Avenues. He was a well educated 
man and when he came to Benton Coun- 
ty from New York State in 1850 he was 
appointed county surveyor. His house 
burned in April, 1873, and a valuable 
library burned with it. The house stand- 
ing there now was built later (Jim 
Pech’s). There was a ten-acre grove of 
trees around the house called Filkins’ 
Grove where all the gatherings and pic- 
nics were held. 


With the seven families who were 
here and the eight who came from Ten- 
nessee there were enough to request a 
post office. The post office at Guinn- 
ville was established in 1856 with John 
Guinn as postmaster. Guinnville was 
surveyed on October 30th and 31st, 1856, 
by Wesley Whipple, and was a part of 
the Northeast Quarter of Section Thirty, 
Township 82 North, Range 12, West of 
the 5th P. M. The plat of Guinnville was 
filed for record November 8, 1856 by 
John E. S. Guinn and Caroline Guinn. 
This part of Section 30 was what is now 
bounded by Seventh Avenue and Fourth 
Avenue onthe east and west, and Sec- 


ond and Sixth Streets on the south and 
north. Belle Plaine’s Fourth Street was 
Guinnville’s Main Street. A school house 
was built on the corner of Fourth Street 
and Sixth Avenue and it served as meet- 
ing house and church as well as school. 


In the fall whenever it got cold 
enough to freeze the meat, everyone 
brought his hogs or herded them to the 
William Guinn farm which was located 
west of Belle Plaine along Salt Creek. 
There was a fine sand bar on the west 
side of the creek where all the butcher- 
ing was done. The smaller boys and 
girls carried wood and brush for a fire 
in which rocks were heated, then placed 
in barrels of water to heat the water 
enough to scald the hogs. This commu- 
nity butchering was a big social event 
and would sometimes last for two weeks. 
The timber along Salt Creek was full of 
hanging carcasses cooling out. Men kept 
watch during the nights to keep wild 
animals away from the meat. Any sur- 
plus meat could be sold at the store for 
$1.50 a hundred. Carcasses were stack- 
ed in a shed at the store until a load 
could be hauled to Iowa City, stacked 
in boxcars and shipped east. 


Nearly all of the people who lived 
in and around Guinnville were from 
Greenville, Tennessee, and most of 


Orville Petitt, Martha Petitt, Neta Pet- 
itt, Geneva Petitt, Viola Petitt, and 
John Petitt. 


them had relatives and friends still in 
Tennessee. The new settlers wanted 
someone from here to go and urge 
their friends and relatives to come to 
the new land of opportunity. In 1860 
Kern’s father undertook the trip with 
his family. Kern’s family led a group 
from Tennessee to Iowa in the spring 
cf 1861. They came by way of Arkan- 
sas and Missouri’ because _ their 
wagons were of a wider guage than 
those from the north and east which 
had worn trails farther north. The 
wider wagons had difficulty with the 
narrower roads so the southern route 
was taken. The settlers were in 
northern Arkansas when the Civil War 
broke out. Kern’s father enlisted with 
the 3rd Arkansas Cavalry and served 
for the duration of the war. Those who 
were too young or too old to enlist 
went as far as Bald Knob, Missouri, 
where they waited out the end of the 
war. Kern was born there in 1861. 
After the close of the war Kern’s 
father returned to his family and they 
made their way to St. Louis, came by 
boat to Clinton, and from there to 
Belle Plaine by train. When _ they 
arrived here, they had their home 
waiting for them. In 1867 they moved 
to 80 acres two miles west of Belle 
Plaine, in Section 25 of Salt Creek 
Township. From that time until his 
death, Kern Ealy lived in or close 
to Belle Plaine.” 


Kern’s story of early Iowa Town- 
ship and Guinnville brings us up to 
the first years of the town of Belle 
Plaine. How did it start? What hap- 
pened to Guinnville? We will try to 
answer these questions with accounts 
from other early settlers and pioneers. 


I Remember... 

For the next part of our history of 
Belle Plaine, we turn to other stories 
related by pioneer residents. Set out 
hereafter are some personal remem- 
brances of the earliest settlers of our 
community taken from the February, 
1895, Union Annual Supplement. Only 
excerpts which seemed most interest- 
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RALEIGH JOHNSON MOTOR CO 


Belle Plaine 
Phone 
Hickory 4-2163 


CHRYSLER 
DODGE 
LANCER 
DART 
POLARA 500 
CUSTOM 880 


DODGE "POWER GIANT’ TRUCKS 


Serving Belle Plaine and Surrounding Area Since 1938 


COMPLETE AUTOMOBILE SERVICE 


For A New Car, or 
Dependable Used Car... 
See Us . . . Where Service 
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Southwest corner of Eighth Avenue and 
Twelfth Street, where C. W. Gore, who 
came here in 1867, located. W. Dana 
Ewart was in business with Gore. 
Ewart patented the improved drive 
chain which founded an industrial em- 
- pire, Link Belt. 


ing to the writer are used. The first 
is written by a Col, B. Wilson who was 
with a party of land hunters who 
stopped overnight with the family of 
John Guinn in the fall of 1849. “I re- 
member how cordially we were treat- 
ed ... and how: Guinn told us that 
the Indians were his most social 
neighbors and how the Indians shared 
venison and buffalo meat with the 
settlers. He had to go to Cedar Rapids 
to the mill and Iowa City was the 
nearest point where groceries. could 
be purchased. We went up into Tama 
County, looked up some land, were 
some three days gone, and came back 
to Guinn’s to get a square meal. We 
ate heartily although his wife was 
away visiting. When the morning 
came such a breakfast as she gave 
us: splendid biscuits, coffee, fresh 
meat and pure sweet milk. They were 
averse to receiving any pay. I se- 
lected a piece of land west and south 
from where Belle Plaine now is and 
two years later moved to it, after 
having built a cabin ... Belle Plaine 
is one of the best towns of its size 
between the big rivers. Her business 
men are gentlemanly and accommo- 
dating, her officers kind and firm, her 
preachers earnest and eloquent, her 
lawyers terse and _ forcible, her 
printers wide awake and truthful as 
may be, her politicians earnest and 
anxious, and her people generous and 
sociable.” 


House of E. S. Johnson, early attorney 
in Belle Plaine, located on corner of 
Oak Street (Seventh Avenue) and Wash- 
ington (Eighth Street) from 1875 atlas. 


Peter Spracklen wrote about his 
early experiences: “I came to Tama 
County in the fall of 1852... -I re- 
turned to Mount Pleasant where I had 


left my wife and upon our return 


stopped near Marengo which consisted 
of three or four houses and a stage 


route inn on the road from Iowa City 


to Fort Des Moines . . . We took din- 
ner at Guinnville with John Guinn, 
and later the same year I stopped 
over with Guinn for about a week. 
During that time I went deer hunting 
and followed a deer a little west of 
Belle Plaine . . . I was taken by the 
Jand and landscape and later decided 
to leave my former claim and _ pur- 
chase the area I had seen... We 
arrived here in January of 1853 and 
boarded for a while with John Guinn, 
paying $4.50 a week for myself, wife, 
child, and brother, Soloman . . . My 
brother and I squatted on two eigh- 


_ties, one on the east, and one on the 


west side of what is now called the 
county line road but is a half mile this 
side ofthe line... In thé spring 
Soloman put up a smithy . and 
this log cabin was the first habitation 
ever put up by a white man on the 
ground—now within the corporation 
limits of the city of Belle’ Plaine. 
Richard Postlewaite and his sons, 
William and Joseph, lived in a cabin 
two miles east. John Guinn was the 
sole settler on the river bottom in 
this neighborhood. To the west was 
William Beabout and to the north was 
Robert Arbuthnot. No other settlers 
were found nearer than 12 miles up 
Salt Creek . . . so Spracklens were in 
the center of a four-mile prairie. Mal- 
lory Morgan was the first man _ to 
come within the now corporate limit; 
William Postlewaite was the next to 
come. He entered the place afterwards 
secured by Presley Hutton and upon 


which the original town of Belle 
Plaine is located. Henry Boody came 
in 1854... the first child born was 
Ella, born to Peter and Maria 
Spracklen in July, 1854. The child 
died in infancy . .. Iowa City and 
Cedar Rapids were the market places 
and families clubbed together and 
hauled enough to last six months at a 
time. When W. A. Parris came to this 


_ locality, he hired out to the Sprack- 


lens.” 


F. M. Greenlee wrote about his 
early. days: “I arrived here in Novem- 
ber, 1855, and lived for a time with 
my wife’s brother, Hyracanus Guinn, 
and in the spring moved into a log 
cabin across the road, and in 1857 
to Guinnville, founded by John Guinn. 
Guinnville consisted of three or four 
log cabins. When the Rock Island was 
brought to Marengo we thought it 
only a short distance to market. In 
1861 the North Western began grading 
and I helped grade .. . wild turkeys 
were plentiful and it was not unusual 
to see 20 or more deer in a_ herd. 
Indians were thick and not inclined 
to be friendly, although we were not 
molested.” 


Sherman House, early hotel, from 1875 
atlas. 


Henry Boody wrote: “I came in 1855 
and soon after bought 80 acres at $2 
an acre and $14 an acre for timber 


epee re ne 


The Burley House, located on the west side of Eighth Avenue just south of the 


tracks. 
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to light. 


Working together to make 


your hobbies our pleasure 


R. J. TIPPIE 


723 12th Street, Belle Plaine, lowa 


ete 


than prairie. (The area he bought 
_ would 
is Country Club road west to Seventh 
- Avenue, south to Fourth street and 


north to Sixteenth Street.) The nearest — 


_ sawmill was at Koszta and I cut 
timber from my Buckeye land and 
hauled the logs to Koszta. I broke the 
- prairie and planted wheat which was 
hauled to Iowa City and sold for 40 
cents a bushel. We traveled by ox 
team and it took three days to make 
_the trip. In 1859 the Cedar Rapids 
and Missouri River Railway (prede- 
cessor of the C&NW) commenced 
-grading and I worked for $2 a day 
with my cattle ... We raised 20 hogs 


and drove them to Buckeye and re- 


ceived $2 per hundredweight. Times 
were hard; money loaned at 20 per 
cent and was hard to get even at that 
interest per year.” 

William Parris tells his story now: 
“In 1856, Benjamin’ Parris, my 
father, followed me to Iowa and bought 
from Soloman Spracklen 200 acres 
which would be bounded by Seventh 
Avenue and Eleventh Street, county 
line road and the line of the corpora- 
tion limits on the north. After making 
the purchase he returned to New York 
leaving me here. Except for Guinn- 
ville there were just four habitations 
on the spot now covered -by our city 
corporation. All were log cabins, with 
the puncheon floor of the frontier. No 
nails were used in putting them to- 
gether, but they were pinned and tied 
by poles. Mallory Morgan had a cabin 
10 by 12, with hay roof and mud 
stopped chinks; Henry Boody had his 
cabin; William Postlewaite had his 
cabin on the exact spot where the 
Greenlee opera house was burned 
last summer ‘this would be about in 
the middle of the north side of Main 


land which -was much more valuable 


be approximately from the — 


Mr. and Mrs. William White. 


He built the first house in Belle Plaine 


and 


the first store building and was the grandfather of George White and Effie Cleck- 


ner. 


Street between Seventh and Eighth 
Avenues), and -there was Peter 
Spracklen’s place. I worked for Wil- 
liam Postlewaite and many a_ night 
lodged in the cabin on the hillside.” 


Samuel Hart’s narration follows: 
“I drove through what is now Belle 
Plaine on the way from Koszta to 
Irving in 1857. At Guinnville I found 
John Guinn and F. M. Greenlee. On 
the original Belle Plaine site naught 
was visible but the cabin of Postle- 
waite, the next nearest being that of 
Ben Parris. In 1859 I entered business 
with Levi Marsh at Irving. When the 
railroad missed Irving, Presley Hut- 
ton, a resident of Irving, bought the 
quarter section which William Postle- 
waite had entered from the govern- 
ment, which adjoined that of Parris 
and is that land now bounded by Oak 
Street on the west, the Selden pro- 
perty on the north, the road east of 
the creamery on the east, and Sher- 
man Street on the south (Seventh 
Avenue, Eleventh Street and Thir- 
teenth Avenue). The patent had never 
been secured and it had fallen into the 
hands of a speculator in Iowa City. 
When Mr. Hutton bought it, to ease 


View of Main Street looking east from Eighth Avenue, probably taken in the 1870’s. 


a oe 


the claim of Postlewaite, he deeded 
him a strip of land 100 feet by 180 
feet in size, which strip would now be 
bounded by Beech Street (Eighth 
Avenue) on the east, the alley on the 
south, Second Street (Thirteenth 
Street) on the north and Dr. Worley’s 
lot on the west the 180 feet running 
east and west. On this tract Mr. 
Postlewaite, who was obliged to give 
up his comfortable log cabin, built 
himself a frame shack on almost the 
exact spot where the fire of 1894 
originated . . . I sold out my Irving 
interests and bought a lot from Mr. 
Hutton on the northeast corner of 
Beech Street (Eighth avenue) and 
First Street (Twelfth Street.) On this 
corner I built a hotel in 1863 (Hart 
House) and continued to run it until 
TELL 
William White added these observa- 
tions: “I came to this locality in 1861 
. My first act was to circulate a 
petition among the farmers to raise 
money to start the town here and not 
at Plaquemine. In the fall I built a 
building on the east lot now covered 
by Guthrie Auditorium on the north- 
east corner of Ninth Avenue’ and 
Twelfth Street. I built the first bridge 
across the Iowa River, of the cor 
duroy type, which was used for some 
time. I built the first frame house in 
the new town. Main Street was a very 
muddy place indeed but the town grew 
very rapidly in 1864 and its solidity 
was established.” 


Chapter 3 


The Arrival of the 
Iron Horse and the 
Establishment of 
Belle Plaine 


Belle Plaine has always been known 
as a “railroad town.” The arrival of the 
railroad was the reason for its exist- 
ence. It grew because of the railroad; 
it declined as the railroad withdrew; it 
survived because it had the will to sur- 
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_LET US SUPPLY YOUR FEED- 


Congratulations To Belle Plaine 


Born in Belle Plaine 
Growing in Belle Plaine 


Happy to be in Belle Plaine 


Town & Country Wholesale 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 


“Pete” Palmer 


For 100 years Belle Plaine Peageh ca Ve BELLE PLAINE 
BEN FEEDER PIG CO. 


ARTHUR SCHOOLEY 
HI-4-2988 


has been a livestock cen- 


ter. 


FOR THE NEXT 100 YEARS 


We also order 


ER PIGS AND CALL: buy Feeder Cattle. 


ee These 
are some of 
our feeder pigs 
and cattle on farms 


in this area. 
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1886 view of Twelfth Street from Ninth Avenue intersection looking west. 


vive. It will grow again with the hard 
work, encouragement, and co-operation 
of its people. The years from 1862 to 
1872 brought settlement of the prairie, 
permanent establishment of the town, 
and the beginnings of commerce and 
culture. These accomplishments all had 
their origin in the coming. of the rail- 
road. 

In order for the Cedar Rapids and 
Missiouri River Railway Company to 
retain grants of land given by the gov- 
ernment, it was necessary that railroad 
track be laid to a point 40 miles west 
of Cedar Rapids by January 1, 1862. 
This point was at Plaquemine, a few 
miles across Salt Creek, west of Belle 
Plaine. The company which was in 
charge of construction was strongly in 
favor of locating a station at Buckeye 
and a spur had been built there with the 
intention of constructing a station but 
the desired concessions of land could 
not be gained from Hyrcanus Guinn and 
the Mall brothers, owners of the land. 
A representative of the company, W. W. 
Walker, came across the deep cut and 


met Presley Hutton and Benjamin Par- - 


ris who agreed to give 40 acres to esta- 
blish the station at Belle Plaine. The 
deal was closed. Mr. Hutton reserved to 
himself ten acres around his cabin and 
this ten acres has been the source of 
everlasting trouble. It divides Blair’s 
original plat and Hutton’s Addition in 
the middle of the Turnbull Block about 
where Garling’s Furniture Store now 
stands. The original grant given by Hut- 
ton and Parris, was divided in the cen- 
ter by Seventh Avenue. ' 

The naming of the town is described 
in a letter from John Hutton published 
in the Belle Plaine Union’s 1946 State 
Centennial issue. 


The July 18, 1946, edition of The Belle 
Plaine Union gives the following ac- 
count of the naming of Belle Plaine: 

The incident of the actual selection 
of the name of Belle Plaine for the city 
is related in an old letter written May 


21, 1928, to Mrs. Gladys Anderson by 
the late John Q. Hutton, son of Presley 
Hutton, who was present at the time 
the town was named. This bit of history 
as related in Mr. Hutton’s own words 
follows: 


“Two weeks before the town site was 
named, the same party were at a dinner 
with my people that would gather two 
weeks hence to select the name, and in 
the meantime names were to be the 
question before all present. I recollect 
there were about five or six persons in 
the party. Quite in earnest was the dis- 
cussion with father’s family regarding 
names, and many were the names sug- 
gested, and discarded. 


“The day of the actual naming ar- 
rived, and the party put in a prompt ap- 
pearance, and since the dinner was 
good and the day beautiful everyone 
seemingly was well pleased. I, as a boy 
of 16, was alert and listened to the con- 
versation with a boy’s interest. 

“To avoid the commonplace run of 
names was the paramount object. The 
five or six interested railroad men, fa- 
ther, mother and my sister walked out 
in front of the farm house. The view up 
and down the Iowa River from the ele- 
vated plateau was beautiful that early 
summer’s day. One of the party walked 


off some distance, stood there, and pres- 
ently returned with a smile and I be- 
lieve he at once remarked ‘I have itl!,’ 
of course meaning a name, and he 
spelled it out ‘B-e-l-l-e P-l-a-i-n-e.’ It 
caught the approval. 

“W. W. Walker, the only person that 
I now positively remember, made the 
suggestion that the ladies should now 
decide from the names suggested. They 
had eliminated many of the names that 
had been brought up, as only a few had 
been thought appropriate, and the la- 
dies were to pick one from among them. 
However, none was really considered 
after the wonderful suggestion that had 
been made and which was, in our opin- 
ion, an inspiration. 

“My sister and mother were in no 
doubt as to the heartfelt desire of all 
that the name should be ‘Belle Plaine,’ 
and they made the decision without hes- 
itation. I think it is likely that my sister, 
Rebecca Hutton, gave the decision. 

“The day’s work ended with the best 
of good feeling. The balance is history.” 


Many of the early citizens moved 
here from Irving when it was seen that 
there was little hope of ever getting a 
railroad connection to that town. 


The area which Presley Hutton gave 
for the site of Belle Plaine had original- 
ly been entered from the government 
by a William Postlewaithe who had built 
a log cabin on the claim. He had failed 
to prove up his claim, however, and it 
had fallen into the hands of a speculator 
in Iowa City where the U.S. Land Office 
was located. When Presley Hutton 
bought the quarter section he deeded to 
Postlewaithe a strip of land 100 by 180 
feet in size to ease the claim of Postle- 
waithe. Mr. Postlewaithe had built a ca- 
bin on the land originally entered by 
him near the corner of Seventh Avenue 
and Main Street and he was obliged to 
give this up. On the tract given him by 
the Huttons he then built a shanty on 
the spot now occupied by the Lincoln 
Cafe. The location of this shanty was 
destined to become a landmark. In 1894 
the great fire, which burned nearly all 


Tremont House on the northeast corner of Seventh Avenue and Twelfth Street, 
also called Franklin House and Blossom House. 
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In the 30’s our location looked like this. 


FRAZELL PRODUCE 


Cash Buyers of Eggs and Poultry 


Headquarters for DOUGHBOY FEEDS 


Kenneth Frazell 
Belle Plaine Phone HI 4-3060 


KING THEATRE 


OVER THREE DECADES OF QUALITY 
ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE 


BELLE PLAINE AREA 


We Have A Complete Line Of: 


URSERY STOCK 


PLANTING SERVICE AVAILABLE! 


SHRUBS, SHADE TREES, ROSES, WINDBREAKS, 
EVERGREENS, and SODDING 


@ Free Landscape Designing & Delivery @ 


A CARD WILL BRING A REPRESENTATIVE 
TO YOUR DOOR! 


BELLE PLAINE 
NURSERY 


South 4th Ave. 
PHONE HI 4-3021 BELLE PLAINE, IOWA 
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to destroy the town, oricinetee on that 
very spot. 
One of the railrgiftte reasons for lo- 
cating a station at Belle Plaine was the 
difficulty of grading west of here where 
the Salt Creek bottoms are swampy and 
boggy. Attempts to make a fill across 
this area were at first unsuccessful 
since the material used for the fill dis- 
appeared almost as fast as it was 
dumped. The railroad construction com- 
pany finally reached Plaquemine, the 
coveted spot 40 miles west of Cedar 
Rapids. 


It is said that the company, in order to 
extend the railroad to this point and 
hold it’s government grant, merely 
spiked the rails at the ends and moved 
the cars over them by hand, as they 
- dared not put an engine on the track. 


An old saw mill stood at Plaquemine 
on what was then known as the Parks 
farm. 


Belle Plaine grew faster than its 
founders dared hope and the value of 
the land along the railroad probably pre- 
vented the laying of a town square such 
as those found in so many of the towns 
which grew up about this time. 


In the fall of 1861 William White 
built a storeroom on the northeast cor- 
ner of what is now Ninth Avenue and 
Twelvth Street and a man named Cri- 
der occupied this building. Crider put 
in a stock of goods but the next two 
years were so unprofitable for him that 
he was sold out by his creditors who 
took possession of his goods and sold 
them at auction and divided the result- 
ing cash as the law provided. 


Selden Tailoring Shop, 


1890, at the 
northwest corner of Eighth Avenue and 
Twelfth Street. 


John I. Blair, a railroad magnate, 
platted Belle Plaine, consisting of 13 
blocks, on April 24, 1862, and the plat 
was filed and recorded on May 13, 1862. 
Blairs Addition was platted on April 17, 
1865, filed April 19, 1865, and covered 
Blocks 14 through 21. Hutton’s Addition 
to Belle Plaine was platted August 26, 
1863, filed and recorded Sept. 29, 1863, 


f the business district ion’ threatened. 


by Presley Hutton and this Addition is 


the one which has caused difficulties in 
‘abstracts in that area ever since. G. F. 


Kirby was the surveyor of the town of 
Belle Plaine. 

John I. Blair was apparently much 
opposed to liquor, and in deeds given by 
John I. Blair and Ann Blair, his wife, 
the following provision usually ap- 
peared: “Upon this express condition, 
however, that no spirituous liquors of 
any kind except for medicinal purposes 
shall be sold upon the premises, and up- 
on a breach of this condition, the said 
grantors and their heirs may re-enter 
said premises and hold the same as of 
their former estate.” This restrictive 
clause was later released, probably 
because of the difficulty it caused in 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lawrence. 


cant. Two small schools ‘were taught in 
the winter of 1862-63, one by Mrs. 
Greene, and the other by Mrs. Pillbeam, 
whose husband was at that time pastor 
of the circuit of the Methodist Church« 


Dr. Crawford, the first doctor, came to 


Belle Plaine in 1863 and Drs. Cox, Mc- 
Morris and Cook were other pioneer 
doctors. The latter three were still 


‘in practice in 1912 when Belle Plaine 


was 50 years old. In the fall of 1863, as 
nearly as can be determined, the busi- 
nessmen of Belle Plaine were as fol- 
lows: James Ellis, blacksmith, E. G. 
Brown, successor to Isham’s general 
store, Andrew Hale, grain and stock 
buyer, James Smart, lumber dealer, 


Carter Buckley and George Watrous, 
grain buyers, J. B. Daniels, 


harness 


He was one of the early businessmen who had a 


great deal to do with the growth of Belle Plaine. 


passing title to the real estate. 

In the fall of 1861 a building was erec- 
ted for a saloon but the proprietor was 
advised to and did remove the shanty 


from the platted town and began busi- 


ness close to town. 


In the fall of 1861-62 I. N. Isham built 
another store building, occupied by H. 
H. Smith. George Lowe completed a 
grain warehouse about the same time. 
The first dwelling, after the town was 
platted, was built by William White in 
the spring of 1862 and Mr. Forbes, who 
was clerking for Mr. Crider, built the 
second dwelling. Soon afterwards a 
house was moved to the plat of Belle 
Plaine from Guinnville and during the 
summer and fall of 1862 several other 
houses were built. 

James Ellis started a blacksmith 
shop during the summer of 1863. The 
first postmaster was D. C. Forbes who 
had his office in a shanty about where 
the Coast to Coast store now stands on 
the south side of Main. between Eighth 
and Ninth avenues. The first sermon 
was preached by Elder Holland, a 
Christian minister, in the fall of 1862, 
in the Crider store which was then va- 


4.936. 


maker. William Shaffer was the first 
station agent. 

At the close of 1868, there were seven 
general stores, eight groceries, four im- 
plement houses, three hardware stores, 
five lumber dealers, two furniture 
stores, three drug stores, one book 
store, two hat shops, five tailors, six 
doctors, six attorneys, two jewelry 
stores, one music store, four wagon 
shops, four blacksmith shops, three ho- 
tels, one livery stable, nine saloons, 
four boarding houses, four shoe shops, 
three harness shops, two auctioneers, 
one flour mill, one planing mill, two 


painters, one bakery, two dozen car- 


penters, one tobacco store, five drays, 
five insurance agents, one newspaper, 
several grain buyers and three dentists. 

Belle Plaine was incorporated in 1868 
and took its charter as a city of second 
class. 


The first bank was started in July, 
1869, by S. L. Bardwell of Chicago, and 
afterwards became the Citizens’ Na- 
tional, then State Bank. 

A musical convention was held in 
Belle Plaine in September of 1869, con- 
ducted by a Prof. Palmer of Chicago. 
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In 1870 a peat bed was discovered on 
ine farm of Peter Spracklin near ‘Belle 
Plaine, covering about 30 acres and 
about 10 feet deep. 

During 1870, 1,029 car loads of prain 
were shipped from ,the Belle Plaine 
station. 

The second bank in Belle Plaine was 
the First National Bank, organized in 
May of 1872. 

The first serious railroad collision 
occurred in the deep cut east of Belle 
Plaine in July, 1872, between a helper 
engine and the caboose of a construc- 
tion train. Seven men were killed. 

The first serious fire seems to have 
occurred on April 2, 1873, when the fine 
dwelling of J. W. Filkins was destroyed 
and his valuable library consumed. 

In 1883 the south branch railway to 
southern coalfields was built and Belle 
Plaine seemed secure as an important 
point on the Chicago and North Western 
Railway. 


Chapter 4 


Belle Plaine’s 
First Mayor's 
Recollections 


In an article preserved by Abbie 
Winslow, D. A. Kennedy tells of the ear- 
ly days of Koszta, Guinnville, and Belle 
Plaine. When Koszta began to decline, 
Mr. Kennedy moved to Belle Plaine, 
where he taught in the newly organ- 
ized school along with Miss Rachael 
Cupid in 1865 and the same year he 
became the town’s first mayor. 

Mr. Kennedy was postmaster at Kosz- 
ta, and kept the office in his store. He 
failed at the merchantile enterprise, 
largely due to the era of wildcat money 
during the presidency of Buchanan. He 
farmed and taught school in Koszta, and 
when the Civil War began he joined the 
28th Iowa Infantry. He tells of his trip to 
Iowa City to report as follows: “We took 
the train to Iowa City, arrived there on 
time and reported at headquarters for 
muster; we were sent before the board 
of examination. Seven doctors stripped 
us of every article of clothing and put 
us through more antics than any yankee 
horse buyer would ask to have a horse 
exposed to, but we all filled the bill 
and were sworn into the service.” Ken- 
nedy and six others from Jefferson 
Township enlisted at the same time and 
all returned except Milton Bateman. 

He returned from the war to. find his 
wife and family living in Dover, and the 
country around being rapidly settled: 
“The wild prairies were being dotted by 
settlers making good improvements .. . 
and where I had traveled from 7 a.m. 


D. A. Kennedy, first mayor of Belle 
Plaine. 


to 4 p.m. from Black Hawk county south 
without seeing a habitation or sign of 
humanity, the land was being taken by 
the Germans, the Salt Creek Hills were 
being burrowed into by the Bohemians 
like moles to the meadow. I moved into 
Belle Plaine in the fall of 1865 ...ina 
small one story house just east of Pres- 
ley Hutton’s residence which stood on 
the block, on the southeast corner of 
which is now located the Citizen’s Bank. 


“After that I taught in the first public 
school in Belle Plaine. Miss Rachael 
Cupid was my assistant .. . Later I 
taught several terms in the Guinnville 
school house until forced by my health 
to give up teaching. 

“IT was also an active member of the 
pioneer Hook and Ladder Company .. . 
I have watched Belle Plaine spring up 

. and now I behold it a city of no 
mean proportions ... I have never gone 
to bed hungry or suffered for the want 


of proper clothing in Iowa, never have 
seen the time when Iowa did not pro- 


duce plenty for support of her citizens 


and have something to spare to the des- 
titute of other states. Always ready and 
willing to do a liberal part, she stands 
today the pride of the Union. And now 
with three cheers and a tiger for Iowa, 
hurrah for old Koszta, and bully for 
Belle Plaine.” 


Chapter 5 


Early Day Settlers 
at Walnut Creek 


The Walnut Creek early settlers in- 
cluded Brewers, Parks, Ruhls, Blinken- 
sops, Dixons, Duffields, Sumners, Dav- 
enports, Boyles, Ainsworths, Winslows, 
McLennans, and Leimberers. An in- 


teresting diary kept by Daniel Winslow 
during the years 1876-81 tells of the 
community and people. In it are all the 


Daniel Winslow 
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Presley Hutton home on Front (Twelfth) Street, from 1875 atlas. 
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We have been florists here for the last 25 years of the city’s 
century and wish to take this opportunity to thank our many fine 
customers for their patronage. 


LUND’'S FLOWERS 


Belle Plaine 


Fullmer Insurance Agency 


REPRESENTING 
National Life Insurance Co. of Vermont 


“Solid as the Granite Hills of Vermont” 


Benton Mutual Insurance Association of Keystone 


Liability, Fire and Wind Insurance for Farm Property 


lowa Mutual Tornado Insurance Association of Des Moines 


Home-Owners Insurance for Town Property 


Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance Co. of Des Moines 


Protection for your Growing Crops 


YOUR BUSINESS IS APPRECIATED 


Phone HI 4-2558 _ Cal Fullmer 
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reprinted here: 


“Jan. 22, 1876—A big show in Belle 


Plaine to be seen. I went and saw it and 
it was a big bore just like all other 
shows.” 

“Aug. 26, 1876—Cold and bright, sun 


shone. I found a bee tree today—good 


for a man 73 years old.” 
“July 4, 1877—-Had a celebration at 


Belle Plaine and rockets at night. The 


young folks had a shake foot at Cal 
Cohails last night. 

“May 15, 1879—I hauled two hogs to- 
day and sold them for $2.75 per 100 
Ibs. Weight 470 lbs.” 

“June 25, 1879—I went to my hooks 
this morning and had a very large cat- 
fish on one of the hooks and taking him 
out he got off the hook and back in the 
water and I said some hard words. I 
caught some more small ones and set 
the hooks again.” 

“July 14, 1879—People are cutting 
wheat now and the chinch bugs and 
sickle have a race for the advantage. I 
went to town today with 16 dozen eggs 
sold at 7 cents per dozen.” 


“Oct. 14, 1879—I went to election 
and voted a straight Republican ticket. 
Mr. Malcom lost one of his little girls 
last Saturday with diphtheria and she 
was buried yesterday.” 

“Oct.. 28, 1879—An old Indian called 
today. Asked for smoking tobacco. Lit 
his pipe and left.” 

“Sept. 23, 1880—Frank England 
threshed his oats today. Mrs. J. Will- 
iams got apples today. I went to my fish 
hooks this morning and found three cat- 
fish fast on them. One weighed 3 lb., 
one 4 lb. and the other 10 lb. Good for a 
man 77 years old.” 


“Nov. 6, 


1880—Republicans had a 


details of pleasant rural living, the joys 
of birth and the sorrows of untimely | 
death, as well as an account of the so- 
cial activities of family and community. . 
A few of the entries from the diary are 


Engraving of “Lone Tree Farm” belonging to H. W. VanDike of Kane 


taken from 1875 atlas. 


jollification last night at Belle Plaine 
over the election (Garfield).” 


Daniel Winslow (1803-1893) was the 
grandfather of Frank Doughty (1856- 
1927) who had a dry goods store in 
Belle Plaine. Many of his relatives 
live in the community today. 


Chapter 6 


History of Irving 


The village of Irving lies partly in 
Benton County and partly in Tama 
County. It was one of the early Benton 
county towns and was platted October 
10, 1855. 


Prior to the building of the Chicago 
and North Western Railroad, Irving 
was a trading center of considerable 
importance. Before the railroad crossed 
the Mississippi, Irving was a link in 
the chain of trade between east 
and west and supplied wagon trains 
and early pioneers with supplies on 


Log home of Jonathan and Malinda Shields England in Poweshiek County. Left 
to right: William, James, Martha, Mr. England, Luvena, Arthur, Mrs. England, 
Otho (who was born in this house), Mary and Bert; standing in back George, John, 


Marion and Thomas. Taken in 1887. 


pera e ee 


Township, 


their long trek across the North Amer- 
ican continent. As one author said, 
“What a railroad surveyor’s transit can' 
do to the future of a thriving communi- 
ty!” When the railroad was built three 
miles south of Irving the community 
had reached its peak and thereafter de- 
clined, while towns fortunate enough to 
have rail connections, grew. 


E. E. Blake, early historian of Belle 
Plaine and surrounding area. 


The first class of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church was established in 1857 
with the Sam Hutton family, Mrs. Mar- 
tin Smith, Mrs. Betsey Travis, Nancy 
Blair, Mr. and Mrs. Washington Benson, 
Adelia Jackson, A. Shevils, Mrs. John 
Travis, Hattie Royce and Mr. and Mrs. 
E. Grubbs. A church building was erec- 
ted in 1864 with J. G. Wilkinson as pas- 
tor and dedicated in 1866 with M. A. 
Barnes as pastor. 


Restitution Church, A Society of Ad- 
ventists, was organized in 1872 or 1873 
and a building was erected in 1874. In 
1875 the Irving Lodge was organized. 


Irving was known as a “‘seat of learn- 
ing” in the middle west. Irving Institute 
was the first institution of higher learn- 
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Elberon Band which substituted for the Belle Plaine Band on the Fourth of July, 
1912, and played in this vicinity for many years. Left to right: Jim Novak (kneel- 
ing), unknown, Frank Uchytil, Otto Grimm (kneeling), Charles Pecenka, Charles 
Homolak, Jim Shanda, Ed Novak, Frank Ewen, John Shanda, Albert Fullmer, 


Stanley Josefik and Joe Petrak. 


ing in this area. With donated labor 
and money a brick structure was built 
in 1862 to furnish a high school educa- 
tion to both boarding and day pupils. 
At this time Irving was a town of some 
five or six hundred people. Reverend A. 
Sawin, a Baptist minister from Massa- 
chusetts, was the driving force behind 
the school and had the whole-hearted 
support of Levi Marsh, George S. Wil- 
liams, J. M. Yount, Andrew Hale, S. W. 
Hutton, T. G. Arbuthnot, Martin Smith, 
Samuel Miles, I. R. Compton and E. 
Thompson. The school opened in Marsh 
Hall in the spring of 1862 and continued 
there until a brick structure was finish- 
ed in 1863. Soon after the opening, 
smallpox claimed the President, Rev. 
Sawin. Mrs. Sawin and her brother, 
Prof. Lauren A. Scott, carried on the 
‘work until 1872 when Prof. J. G. Craven 
became superintendent. 


There were many businesses in Irv- 
ing: blacksmith shop, cooper shop, 
broom factory operated by the Weymer 
Brothers, Steffa brick yard, grist mill 
and a hotel. When the north-south rail- 
road was built in 1900 a depot was con- 
structed and a lumberyard and stock 
yard started. 


Railroad station and elevator at Irving. 


The Salt Creek Road became the 
main street. A few stores and a post 
office were started but soon closed 


and the streets became over-grown 
along the creek. Some people moved 
north to Elberon and others moved 
south to Belle Plaine. A few stalwart 
people still maintain homes in Irving. 
There is a combination service station- 
store to serve their needs and they com- 
mute to other towns for supplies. The 
Irving public school closed July 1, 1961, 
under the Belle Plaine reorganization 
plan. Nadene Dudek was the last teach- 
er and had 21 pupils. 
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_ hours spent poring through personal 
diaries kept by men and women who 


lived fifty and a hundred years ago. 
They describe the everyday events of 
living matter of factly. We read them in 
wonder and amusement. George Wilson, 
Elberon, provided the diary and jour- 
nals kept by Z. T. Shugart who operated 
a drug store in Belle Plaine with his 
brother, Dr. K. D. Shugart. Z. T. Shugart 
lived in Irving and kept his diary dur- 
ing the early months of the year 1867 
when he was over 60 years old. His bro- 
ther, Dr. Shugart, left Belle Plaine in 
1870 for California. Mr. Shugart was ap- 
parently a county supervisor for he de- 
scribes trips to Toledo to take care of 
county affairs. With Mr. Wilson’s per- 
mission we will print some of the most 
interesting excerpts from the diary and 
journal: 


“Sunday, January 6, 1867—Sabbath 
came in clear, beautiful, and warm. 
Went to the M. E. Church. Heard some 
good singing. Listened to a pretty good 
sermon delivered by Mr. Kinet, and wit- 
nessed the dedication of the church... . 
also listened to them two hours begging 
for money to pay for the same. About 
three thousand was subscribed.” 

“Monday, January 7, 1867—Clear but 
quite cold and chilly. Left Belle Plaine 
for Iuka (Tama). About 400 soldiers on 
the cars bound for the Indian country. 
Went to Toledo and met with Board of 
Supervisors and was appointed chair- 
man of the committee on the poor.” 

“Tuesday, February 12, 1867—36 de- 


1961 pupils and teacher of Irving School: left to right, James Purk, Peggy Davis, 
Loras Dvorak, Beverly Dvorak, William Lyman, Kay Purk, Sharon Lippincott, 
Connie Lippincott, Nancy Lyman, Nadine Dudek, teacher, Sheryl Davis, Ronnie 
Purk, Delbert Reinberg, Peggy Lyman, Connie Dvorak, Ralph Davis, Donald 


Purk, Terry Davis, and Michael Wauters. 


Irving was a lively spot with its po- 
litical gatherings, picnics, and parties, 
and according to E. E. Blake, an old 
settler, it had its share of pretty girls. 
When he was young there was a saying, 
“If you want a girl, go to Irving.” Much 
of this information has been taken from 
writings of Mr. Blake and Lou G. Rob- 
erts, a son of an early Irving resident. 


Diary of Z. T. Shugart 
The most absorbing hours of research 
and reading are without doubt those 


Oe ee 


grees above. Cloudy, but warm and 
thawing. Went to Toledo and drew $250 
bridge money. Returned to drug store 
in evening. Trade duJl. Rained steady 
all night. The waters pretty flush with 
mud a-plenty.” 


“March 5, 1867—Clear all day and 
pleasant. Still in drug store. Trade very 
good. Some time in the forenoon M. T. 
Shugart was called to Dock Coxes and 
sometime in the night Mrs. Cox had a 
fine daughter.” 
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HI 4-2220 Belle Plaine, lowa HI 4-2241 
Algona HOME OFFICE Phone CY 4-2411 ALGONA, IOWA © Delmar 
Carroll GOOD Asner word Et) a) ERGR OOS a Tama 
Jewell eth oe i eee" “$0, acca Charles City 
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Parkersburg ce Guttenberg 
MEAT MEAT 


MEAT TY PE HOG 
1932 — 1962 


Ee. ud, RILEY 


Manager. 


LOWELL JONES 


Asst. Manager 


MAYTAG 
HOT POINT 
APPLIANCES 


GENEVA MODERN KITCHENS 


SUPER FLAME OIL HEATERS — TAPPAN GAS RANGES 
NPC GAS WATER HEATERS—GREAT LAKES WATER SOFTENERS 


We Make Friends with Sales and Keep Them with Service 


HLAVACEK MAYTAG STORE 


Phone HI 4-2301 
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Levi Shugart, grandfather of Mrs. Ed 
Lewis of Belle Plaine, who homesteaded 
north of Irving in 1854. His parents, 
pictured behind him, were Quakers. 


“April 19, 1867—-Clear and pleasant, 
the boys plowing and myself doing 
chores. Susanna finished making soap 
and then made a kettle of hominy. I 
arranged her soap house and made 
some preparation for gardening.” 

“May 25, 1867—Clear and cool with 
some frost. Went to J. Weever’s and 
bled a sick woman. In the afternoon L. 
H. and I finished planting corn.” 

“September 10, 1867—Clear and plea- 
sant, went to Belle Plaine, took charge 
of drug store. First day of the B..C. Ball. 
There were five clubs met. Streets jam 
full of teams and a throng of people.” 

A journal kept by Z. T. Shugart for 
the years 1862-1880 gives a fascinating 
account of prices of goods and services 
for those years. Some entries are re- 
produced here to give the reader a 
small insight into the times. 


1862—A coat $12, hotel bill 60 cents. 


Engraving of E. W. Stocker residence 
in Kane Township, also taken from 1875 
atlas. 


ea 


- 1863—Bottle castor oil 10 cents, thim- 
| ble 3 cents, ¥% lb. nails 4 cents. 
1864—1 pint liquor 50 cents, 2 Ibs. su-. 


gar 60 cents. 

1865—Almanac 20 cents, car (railroad) 
to Iuka 85 cents, 2 bottles hair dye 50 
cents. 

1866—Pair specks 50 cents, dinner 15 
cents, buffalo robe $15. 

1867—Temperance lecture 25 cents, 
Masonic ring $1.50, 2 spittoons $1. 

1868—For making three shirts $1.50, 
six collars 45 cents. 

1869—Cherry bark 5 cents, sassafras 
bark 5 cents, shirt bosom 75 cents, 3 
yds. calico 30 cents. 

1870—Setting horse shoes 50 cents, 
dinner boarding house 25 cents. 

1871—2 neck ties 75 cents, corset $1, 
State Fair ticket 50 cents. 

1872—Chestnuts 20 cents, silk hat $6, 
Every-day coat $8. 

1873—Gallon whiskey $2.50, gospel 
$1.40, 3 barrels 30 cents. 

1874—Pen points 5 cents, vinegar cru- 
et 10 cents, mustard server 10 cents. 

1875—Six qt. pan 30 cents, English 
currants $1.02, Belle Plaine Review 
$1.50. 

1876—2 parasols $2.70, tub and wash 
board 90 cents, 20 yds. carpet $5. 

1877—Candle wick 5 cents, fancy hat 
$1.50, gold ring $1.75. 

1878—Medicine from Dr. Cox 50 cents, 
barrel salt $1.60. 

1879—1'% lbs. bologna 15 cents, sew- 
ing machine $25, 3 toy guns 50 cents. 

1880—Spelling book 35 cents, suit 
$16.25, 2 blankets $3, 5 lbs. beef 25 cents. 

Mr. Shugart also made notations of 
moneys paid for livestock, amounts re- 
ceived for animals sold, wages paid for 
domestic help, ($1 a day) and listed 
various amounts due for county mat- 
ters. His handwriting is a marvel of leg- 
ibility, and no financial transaction was 
too small to escape notice. It may be 
safely concluded that he was a man of 


Home of John Cronbaugh, the original 
Cronbaugh in Honey Creek township, 


located where Helen Cronbaugh now 
lives. His seven sons were named Eli 
Whitney, Christopher Columbus, John 
Tyler, Martin Van Buren, Marian Fran- 
cis, George Washington, and David 
HTenry. 


ee 


some erudition, since he made notations 
of many papers, books, and pamphlets 
bought. A March 29, 1878, copy of The 
Bellé Plaine Review, in the possession 
of Mr. Wilson, features an article writ- 
ten by Mr. Shugart entitled, “Death and 
the Resurrection.” 


Chapter 7 


History of Koszta 


In Section 14 of Honey Creek Town- 
ship in Iowa County stands the village 
of Koszta. The township received its 
name when one William Taylor went 
bee-hunting and felled a bee tree into 
the creek and honey from the comb 
sweetened the creek water, hence Hon- 
ey Creek. Before being named Koszta 
the village was called Hoosier Grove 
and the Hench Settlement. In March, 
1864, William Hench settled in Honey 
Creek township and built three log ca- 
bins. In 1852 a tavern was erected on 
the east bank of Honey Creek and op- 
erated by Mr. Hench. In 1855 a sawmill 
was built and Mr. Sullenberger became 
foreman for the Hench brothers and 
added a grist mill. Samuel Huston, a 
wealthy man of the community, laid out 
the town and named it Koszta in honor 
of a Polish nobleman. The town has also 
been known as Kosta. 


Sullenberger Mill, taken in 1899. 


Among the early settlers were Lewis 
Lanning, Andrew Meacham, Eli Chase, 
Abner Wright and William Taylor. The 
stage coach line brought a thriving bus- 
iness to Koszta. There were three hotels 
operating fulltime: The Pennsylvania 
House operated by William Hench. the 
Barrack or Yellow Front run by Charles 
Hessy, and the Massasit opened by Mr. 
Kirkpatrick from Iowa City. 

A number of deaths in the community 
brought about the opening of a coffin- 
making business. 120 coffins were made 
and 116 of them are buried in the Kosz- 
ta cemetary. 

The Koszta Methodist Episcopal 
Church was organized in 1845 and a 
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ARMOUR and COMPANY 


HOG BUYING YARDS 


DAILY HOG MARKET MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 
Open 8 to 5 — Saturday till 3 p.m. 


A. BEANE, Manager R. R. Houston, Asst. Manager Phone Hickory 4-2380 


Pannetorium 
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A & T CLEANERS | 


free PICKUP and DELIVERY 


phone Hickory 4-2630 
1962 
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Ernest Sullenberger with Indian family in 1899. 


building was dedicated in 1860 with the 
Rev. John Harris and the Rev. T. E. 


Corkhill officiating. The present church. 


was built and dedicated in 1901 and is 
served by Rev. James E. Selbert. Rev. 
Gordon Smith serves the Church of God 
in Jesus Christ south of Koszta on high- 
way 212. Their Sunday School was or- 
ganized in 1915 and was held in Koszta 
and Honey Creek Schools until their 
church building was dedicated in 1940. 

One of the outstanding events that 
drew large crowds to the community 
was the old Koszta Camp Meeting. The 
meetings were usually held in August 


One of three former hotels in Koszta, 
the Old Yellow Front, now the farm 
home of Everett Denzler. 


and thousands of people from all over 
the state attended the two to three week 
Methodist evangelistic meetings. The 
ministers usually stayed at the Lanning 
home and others visited in neighboring 
farm homes or camped by the river. 

The first school was built in Koszta 
about 1860 and taught by Coy and Ed 
Bale. The Koszta school closed in 1958 
when the district reorganized with the 
Iowa Valley Community Schoo! District, 
Marengo. 

Mart Coats was the founder of the 
Koszta cemetery. Lots are free to those 
living in Honey Creek township and $40 
to others. The cemetery is financed by 
township taxes and is one of the best 
kept in the state. 


Old Koszta Methodist Church built in 
1860. 


In March of 1856, Hench and A. D. 
Stephens sought a license to build a 
bridge over the river. Permission was 


Early election day in Koszta. 
Frank Randolph (boy), Eli Coates, Enos Zeigler, Dr. 
Mr. Frazee and Wallace Kitheart. 


ae 


given and a 20-cent toll was charged. 
In 1916 a steel bridge replaced the first 
structure and in 1958 a concrete bridge 
was built. 

The tragedy in the history of this lit- 
tle town came when the railroad missed 
Koszta and was built along Bear Creek 
rather than Honey Creek. Had it not 
been for that decision of the Chicago, 
Rock Island, and Pacific, Koszta might 
have far outstripped surrounding towns 
in growth. As it was the town dwindled 
until the post office was removed in 
1924 and the last barber left in 1942. At 
one time Koszta had a justice of the 
peace and a constable and many trials 
were held in the store. 

Built on a creek and only one-half 
mile from the Iowa River the communi- 
ty has been plagued by floods. The wa- 
ter reached its highest peak in 1924 and 
the most recent flood was 1958. 

Still standing in Koszta are the com- 
bination tavern and grocery, blacksmith 
shop and sawmill, and Methodist 
Church. In 1962 there are approximately 
12 houses in Koszta and the village is 
surrounded by rich farmsteads. 


Note: Credit for most of the informa- 
tion in the history of Koszta must be 
given to Lynn Beyer, whose history of 
Koszta, which was published in the 
Marengo Pioneer Republican, was lib- 
erally drawn upon. 


Old Settlers Association 
The Old Settlers’ Association which 
held annual meetings at Koszta was or- 
ganized in May, 1893, by D. A. Kennedy, 
TeV Clack WeedeaGiulnn, Ieva TW. 
Ruhl, W. A. Sullenbarger, and William 
Allen, all of Belle Plaine, and James 


Left to right: J. W. Schroeder, Ed Randolph, 


Dodd, Frank Sankot, Sr., 


ae SY 


boilniwh awohod! enw ti Bh. + 


ui bevernas aw goifio leag 
tA SbGL ov Stel qedted Jeal aa bye, 
1 ty soan, s bed siscow amih gap 
cid voun Daa sitienos.4 bes 9594 
rigie ont nib oaaw 

no ¢ido hints weno. & To SHG 


i] "ovr ‘ tren sit ~~ 
| i oo. 7 
Ont t <25 } 345 take ? 
ie ee eR! ai vile antbal Atiw ouetase Me % Bi. 
7 4 
oti itive 06ST mi betapibeb 2. 
‘ d arybrade: Uf “4 Y we oft ban aie dot 
“19 povand La a dousio tisestqg otT .gnilsisitlo Mi 
a god bi lus LO! ai batesfbeb bros Jitu 
i ‘ t dhail ; 


j 
vor frdhe@ 4 aarae8t vel yd bev 
hon jo dowd or? eewiee diin2@ soba 
‘it mo sixeoM lo nigee JehdD eteet 

O @s¥ nist yobaw sisdT SIS yy 
ixeod at bled eaw baa @10i of bose 
t+ ling alooded Has) youoH @ 
OPOL fl Dede a ew ounibiivd dom 
; oY vuibnsleipo ot de sad 
moo od ai ebworo suasl wa 

T iJs9M ams sis207 Dio off 2 


NW eure 
¥ ” 

A b t 

> 

L i ’ 

t x 
ie 
: 
ie 
‘ 
: 
ty } % 
\ d 
Ay yg 
¥ 
‘ 
¢ I 3) 
4 : vett 
me ww 
Ad’ o 
{ 
o 


DON CLEMONS 
The PLUMBER — features 


* American Standard and Kohler 


Plumbing Fixtures 
ye Perfection and Rheem Furnaces 
yx Electric Sewer Machine Service 


Sudden Service Plumbing! 
After the fire of 1894, Will P. Herring built 


the HERRING COTTAGE pictured above. It was 
operated by Will P., Jim and Ruth Herring for DON CLEMONS 
53 years. The Hotel is now operated by Helen 


Dinnie, who acquired it in 1956. 


THE PLUMBER 
10032 Seventh Avenue 
Hickory 4-3029 Belle Plaine 


For quick, dependable service — 


CALL 
MANATT'S, INC. 
BELLE PLAINE MONTEZUMA 
BROOKLYN VICTOR 
sae ri ae NEW SHARON 
AIR ENTRAINED CONCRETE CONCRETE ROCK 
SEPTIC TANKS PEA GRAVEL 
WATER TANKS CONCRETE SAND 
CRUSHED ROCK FILL SAND 


Phone Hickory 4-2820 JIM SHERWOOD, Manager 


2 eo) 


sehtel ‘teas brok 


zg00rmw4 meeiA bao noitzehed Me 


exiviee eniftooM wwee sintoold tr 


ea 


paidmul esivie? nebbud 


not vad 


—o 


idemul®. . 


owt 


i ‘ ign! 
n eS 


tliud anise .9 iW Rest to ot 
j p2ow i! .evoda bewtsig JOATTOR 

bot. . io? eninweH AtvA bao mit J4 Hwee =k pee 
MAAAUIS FHT ) neleH vd bsinrsqo won 2) letoH i i none 8 


. ah 


O292F ni ti beviupap pi inn 


“ i 


’ ," ees > ’ rm 
mINeVA MiNsvec £00! 


‘ 
‘ 
<= ~ ~_—— - ~—w + oo - “-- - — Oe ee ee eo eee a + eee 
2049 uf is 1 
24 ” | 
; 5 . 
: 
: ) - AF: | 
: 
; ; | 
‘ : 7 ; 
) : 
igHe M OLSL-P yobs enol 


Family gathering left to right in rear: 
Mrs. W. J. Price, David White, Mrs. 
Worley, Aure White, Mrs. J. A. White, 
Dr. Worley, Mrs. David Sullenberger, 
J. A. White, Mrs. Charles White. Front: 
Lawrence White, Marjorie Price (Bak- 
er), E. L. Sullenberger. 


C. C. Cronbaugh, Will Livingston, J. A. 
White, and J. T. Cronbaugh. 


Rachel and Elijah Trueblood, taken in 


1909. They came in 1846, ran a ferry 
with T. V. Clark, farmed southeast of 
Belle Plaine. 


Patterson and J. M. Richardson of Mar- 
engo. The first meeting was June 21, 
1893 and D. A. Kennedy was elected 
president. The organization was called 
she Old Settlers’ Society of the Iowa 
River Valley. Any person who had lived 
in Iowa for 25 years was eligible to 
join, officers were elected annually, and 
male members contributed 25c each to 
defray expenses of the association. La- 
dies were admitted free. This informa- 
tion comes from a carefully preserved 
program from the 1904 Old Settlers Pic- 
_nic which belongs to Mrs. A. J. Koch of 
Belle Plaine. Mrs. Koch is the daughter 


of Annie Rebecca Trueblood the first 
white child born in Honey Creek Town- 
ship, Iowa County, and a granddaughter 
of Rachel and Elijah Trueblood, pioneer 
settlers in this area. Mr. Trueblood at 
one time ran a ferry across the Iowa 
River and did a thriving business, es- 
pecially during the days of the Californ- 
ia gold rush. 


Chapter 8 


The Town of Luzerne 


The town of Luzerne owes its parent- 
age to the Chicago & North Western 
Railway Company. In October of 1867, 
this company decided to abandon the 
Buckeye station and have one half way 
between Belle Plaine and Blairstown, 


Early Luzerne street scene. 


on the line between Iowa and LeRoy 
Townships. 

On an inspection trip by the president 
of the railroad shortly after Luzerne 


sprang up, ‘the president asked if the 
town had been named. Upon receiving 


-a negative answer he suggested the 


name Luzerne because of the beauty of 
the surrounding hills and valleys which 
reminded him of the city of Lucerne, 
Switzerland, a city he had recently visit- 
ed. 


The new town built up rapidly for 
two years. Some of the houses were 
moved from Buckeye. E. J. Ditzler erec- 
ted the first store. In 1869 this town had 
40 buildings, including a fine church 
and school house. About 20 persons 
were engaged in the following busines- 
ses: general store, hardware, meat mar- 
ket, wagon shop, tinsmith, blacksmith, 
grain elevator, lumber and coal yards, 
two hotels, livery stable, ice house, bar- 
ber shop, dressmaking shop and at one 


‘time seven saloons. The population of 


the village was about 300, mostly Ger- 
mans. Some of the early settlers were 
Conrad Tatge, Johann Grummer, Fred 
Wenzel, William Holst, William Green- 
lee, Henry Nichols and Andrew Ste- 
phens. The latter was a prominent lo- 
cal character, known as Andy Stein, the 
Indian interpreter. He was hired to take 
the Indians to the reservation at Tama 
and acted as contact man for them. 


A. F. Tatge built the first elevator and 
John Shellenberger also bought grain. 
Since there was no other railroad in the 


vicinity grain was delivered to Luzerne 
from a distance of many miles. Other 


business men were Matthew L. Nismon- 
ger, Jacob Buch, William Rohbein, and 


John Jones. Later William Taege, a tin- 
smith, arrived and opened a hardware 
store with Henry Ilten. They were 
known as Ilten and Taege and became 
a very prominent firm, later moving to 
Cedar Rapids. 


St. Paul’s Band of many years ago. Left to right, first row: Ed Kettler, August 
Tatge, Gust Hellwig, Waler Grummer, Charles Waterman, Rudolph Studt, Ed 
Radeke, Teacher Schoenberg, George Kettler, Henry Mecklenburg; back row: 
Albert Shultz, Theodore Studt, George Studt, Fred Kettler. 
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‘Chevrolet = Ponte — Oldsmobile 


Buick — Chevrolet Trucks 


WRIGHT ALITD SERVICE 


MOBILGAS’ LUBRICANTS 


1938 1962 


One of Earliest Pontiacs 


Wright Auto Service 


QUALITY SALES and SERVICE SINCE 1938 
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The Rev. Phillip Studt, first resident 
pastor at Luzerne. 


Lutheranism in this area began about 
11 years before the existence of the 
town. The first Lutheran sermon was 
preached in April, 1856, by Rev. A. Selle 
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Conrad 
Tatge, one-half mile south of the pre- 
sent Luzerne. On May 22, 1859, St. 
Paul’s Lutheran congregation was or- 


ganized with 19 voting members. Some 
of the charter members were the Con- 
rad Tatges, the Johann Wonraus and 
the Johann Grummers. There are grand- 
children of these charter members who 
are present members of St. Paul’s. In 
1861 a small church was on the site of 
the present Lutheran Cemetery. The 
first resident pastor, Rev. Philip Studt, 
was installed May 10, 1866. The same 
year a Lutheran Day School, which is 
still in existence, was opened by the 
Rev. Studt. The original congregation 
which had dwindled down then began to 
grow. Many new families moved in and 
the following year, 1867, the town of 
Luzerne was founded. Present pastor 
of St. Paul’s is Paul H. Eggold. 


The Luzerne public school was built 
in 1870. There were two buildings, 
known as the little school house and 
the big school house. In 1890 the 
little school house was closed and all 
the classes were conducted in the 
other building. The present school 


Luzerne Public school which closed in 
1961. 


Fiftieth Anniversary of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 1909. 


| Ape 


house was built in 1930, and was closed 
in 1961 when the district consolidated 
with Belle Plaine. 

The post office was established Aug- 
ust 2, 1870. The first postmaster was 
Matthew L. Nismonger. He was _ suc- 
ceeded by Andrew Shriver, Julius Studt 
and William Kouba, the latter serving 
for 43 years. The rural mail delivery 
was established in 1902. John Beem 
served as the first carrier for 18 years 
and was succeeded by Otis Wright who 
started in April, 1920, and continues to 
the present day. 

The Farmers Merchantile was organ- 
ized in 1906. Some of the managers 
were Herman Lorenz, George Lechten- 
berg and Adolph Roth. The Luzerne 
Savings Bank was built in 1908 and 
Martin Studt was the only cashier. It 
closed in 1932 but paid off its depositors 
completely. 

The first automobile in this vicinity 
was owned by A. F. Tatge and was a 
1907 Mitchell. The Tatges and the Mar- 
tin Studts were frequently seen riding in 
this car. Several years later F. H. Kluss 
was also bitten by the car bug and 
bought a Thomas Flyer. 


Left to right: August Kluss in Thomas 
Flyer, Fred Kluss in 1916 Hudson, Mar- 
tin Kluss in 1913 Ford. 


Luzerne had a number of serious 
fires. In 1879 the furniture store burned; 
in 1887 the Ditzler store, which had been 
moved from Buckeye, burned; and in 
1889 the flour mill was destroyed by 
flames. The town of Luzerne was _ in- 
corporated in 1895 and the viaduct was 
built in 1896. 

In 1881 the Chicago Milwaukee Rail- 
way was constructed a few miles north 
of Luzerne and many of the business 
houses and residences were moved to 
the newly established town of Keystone. 


At the present time, 1962, the town of 
Luzerne has eight places of business: 
Luzerne Motor Company, Stelling’s 
Store, Donnan’s Tavern, Froning Grain 
and Lumber, Koehn’s Furniture (cabi- 
net making and woodworking), Smith’s 
Plumbing and Heating, Wehrman’s 
Trucking, and a barber shop. It also has 
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The years have made a difference! 


STOK Hardware & Electric 


EVERY DAY A BARGAIN DAY! 


Hickory 4-2182 MILO F. STOK Belle Plaine 


Hats Off To Belle Plaine 
Ke-Wash Fertilizer Company, Inc. 


DON O’BRIEN, Manager 
Phone 4-2934 — Belle Plaine 


MANUFACTURERS OF: 
Ke-Wash Soil Balancer 


DISTRIBUTORS OF: 

High Clearance Sprayers 
and All Purpose Farm Sprayers 
Farm Chemicals and 
Insecticides 


Anhydrous Ammonia 


SOIL TESTING LABORATORY We’re located in the former C. & N. W. Roundhouse. 
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Farm scene, 1908, with John Krajicek, 
Emanuel Doupink, Frank Kouba, and 
William Mundil. 


a post office, St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, and St. Paul’s Day School 
which has an enrollment of 56 pupils. 
The population at the time of the last 
census was 136. — Kate Koehn, Leora 
Saurteig and Oscar Schroeder. 


Chapter 9 


The Belle Plaine 
Volunteer Fire 
Department 


Throughout the years of its existence, 
one of the proudest and most valuable 
organizations of our city has been the 
volunteer fire department. It was or- 
ganized June 24, 1873, when James 
Collister was elected foreman; C. H. 
Schnoor, first assistant; W. P. Tuttle, 


2, tiem 


“ 


A oak 
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1903 Fourth of July Parade with ladder cart, hose cart, and steamer behind. 


second assistant; S.S. Sweet, treasurer; 
Tom Lawrence, secretary. 


One of the first fires it was called up- 


Silver Cornet Band and Belle Plaine Fire Department in 1880, with first ladder 


and hose carts. 
theim store appears at left. 


A. A. Selden and N. P. Selden are two of the firemen. 


Solly Wer- 


View is toward the east along Main Street. 
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on to attend was that which started in 
the law office of A. F. Bell in July of 
1874. The equipment consisted of one 
engine, one hook and ladder and two 
hose carts. Several buildings were 
burned before the fire was controlled 
and several others torn down to stop 
the progress of the flames. 

Members are elected to each of the 
two companies and usually serve ten 
years when they may be considered ex- 
empt. Many serve longer and their ser- 
vice to the community is purely volun- 
tary. They are called out in every kind 
of weather, day or night, holidays and 
weekdays. The fire may be a grass fire 
or a holocaust; it may take ten minutes 
or ten hours; the response is immedi- 
ate. At the sound of the alarm each man 
heads for the fire or the fire station. 
Few people realize the devotion of the 
men to their duties and fewer still 
know the time and effort involved in re- 
stricting the losses from fire to the 
amount which gives Belle Plaine one of 
the most enviable records in the state. 

There was a time when rivalry be- 
tween the two companies, hook and lad- 
der, and hose, was so great that hardly 
a friendly word passed between the 
groups, but fortunately this animosity 
did not prevail when the men were cal- 
led upon to attend a fire. Then their co- 
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Welcome to Belle Plaine! 
See 
Over 4,000 Antiques 


Our 


Collection 


| 
i 


Is 
Growing 
Every 
Day! 


eg RAS Ve | ea eee nn 7 Uy Admission 


peg, ay Ai bee is ; vo No 


Reta ts gern oe eae oe Brae Shy 
Beary. wt - 4 Charge 
g 


Glenn Preston 


Preston's Phillips 66 Station and Motel 


IN BUSINESS SINCE 1927 


Hickory 4-2631 Belle Plaine 
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May 30, 1907, firemen and band. 


operation was so complete that it be- 
lied the former frigid atmosphere, at 
least until the fire was out. 

In 1880 property owners circulated a 
petition and presented it to the city 
council asking for an ordinance to pro- 
hibit the erection of frame buildings in 
certain portions of the business district 
in order to check the fire hazard and 
improve the appearance of the city. An 
ordinance to that effect was passed in 
December of 1880. 

The city officals, headed by A. Hale, 
discussed the advisability of buying a 
fire engine, and after correspondence 
with several firms, they decided to buy 
a hand pumper engine and hose cart 
from the city of Marshalltown for the 
price of $700. The outfit was delivered 
free by the railroad in January of 1880. 
A month later 500 feet of hose was pur- 
chased. The equipment was housed in a 
building on a lot leased from N. P. Sel- 
den for $18 per year. The apparatus 
was placed in the care of Thomas Lawr- 
ence., acting fire marshall. Mr. Lawr- 
ence held the same position at the time 
of the fire of 1894. 


In order to provide a’ meeting place 
for the fire companies and city council, 
the city purchased the property known 
as the Lovenberg place, for $335. The 
city marshall and night watchman were 
delegated to keep the engine from freez- 
ing and to keep it in good order at all 
times. The cost of the new hall, built by 
A. H. Carney, was $3,555.17. 

J. M. Coldwell was appointed fire 
marshall in 1883. In 1884 George Brand 
was elected engine keeper. J. W. Ruck- 
er was also fire chief for some time. 
Lawrence was re-elected in 1888. 

In 1886, when Jumbo Well broke loose 
its control came under the responsibil- 
ity of the fire and water department, 
and this control proved to be a mighty 
expensive headache. 

In 1894 the fire department’s equip- 
ment proved severely inadequate to 
control the great fire and immediately 
following the fire the council voted a 
levy of one mill on all taxable property 
in the city to help provide better pro- 
tection. The council also sent a special 
resolution of thanks to all of the fire 
companies which had aided the local 


Ladder Company on Decoration Day in 1910. Front row, left to right Art Byers, 
C. W. Burnham, William Franka, Fred Cerny, Dr. Collins, Edward Ewen, Charles 
Cerny, Emory Ortscheid, Frank LaQuette, Dr. Hancock, Charles Pecenka; second 
row: Frank Riley, Grant Ealy, Joe Wheeler, Tom Lawrence, Henry Ortscheid, 
Joe Cerny; top row: Jason Livings, Thurman Ealy, Owen Rucker, Frank Firkins, 
Charles Sweet, William Winslow, and William Livings. 


Hose Company in 1910. Front row, left to right: Bill Huron, Bill Frondl, Herb 
McMillan, Andrew Keyser, Joe Herbert, unidentified, Bill Catron, Frank Gross- 
man, Jack Demory; top row: unidentified, Warren Wheeler, Joe Hadima, Frank 
Haloupek, James Madeson, Charles Madeson, Charles Wilcox, Tom Lawrence, 
John Zellers and George Harris. 
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1914 Firemen. Front row, left to right: Thurman Ealy, Warden Folk, William 
Brand, William Franka, Clyde Toennings, William Campbell, Art Dinnie, Jason 
Livings, Dr. Collins, Chief Tom Dodd, J. Decker, Emory Ortscheid, Frank Fir- 
kins, Charles Cerny, David Strachan, Charles Radeke and Dr. Hancock; back 
row: Fred Cerny, Frank Ewen, Art Nichols, Eugene Palmer, Oscar Guinn, Tom 
Riley and Ed Ewen. 
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wie. Pormerty they were joined by 
_ Odd Fellows - ghey tue lowa T jor 
vbonor inc orrying < 
| Si ers good old « days. ‘The South Slope 
Here off some examples: 
an 1895 andes: ior + | 
County Fair in Belle Plaine: 


Tom H. Milner, Lawyer 
ences. Waite bs Office over First National Bank, Belle Plaine, Daves 


_ General Civil dhe Criminal Advocate. Loan money, Negotiate Mortgages; and am especially pre- 


| pared for the perfecting of titles. | am ready day or night — Sundays excepted — to try a law suit. 


It is my Eden, and in it perpetual flowers bloom, for me. Better is a dry morsel and contentment 


| therewith than a stalled ox with contention — Give me the stalled ox and clothes or | perish. To 


get them | must have business. References given. Always ready. 


Leroy E. Cox | Attorney at Law and Conveyencing 
“Does a General Law Business and represents two of the largest and most Liberal Fire Insurance| 
Companys on the face of the Globe. Office over Nichols and Marr’s Pharmacy. 


From a 1902 program of a minstrel show given by the Hook and Ladder Company of the Belle 
Plaine Fire Department: 


Sid Milner and Father, Lawyers. | 
The Red Headed Legal Napoleon, etc. Freckled six months and Spotted the other six. 


From a 1903 minstrel show program: 
Tom H. Milner, Lawyer. The Old Red Head and the Red Headed Legal Napoleon. Get there ! ! 


From the 1907 Belle Plaine Union: | 
T. H. Milner, attorney at law. Practice under the sign of Mars, god of war. Seldom licked, never 


surrender. 


The newspapers and advertising were a lot more colorful in the “Good Old Days” and lawyers 
were permitted to take advantage of it. Now lawyers no longer advertise but the quality of 
service given by the Bar has not diminished. 


Local Members of the Benton County Bar Association. 


WALTER KOLLMORGEN 
HAROLD J. SWAILES 


itty 


4 4 .-; 
“ee itt Whe «4 
, i 


7 


[ 
hy aa 
> Toy 


~ywol ssAhM oH mot 


J > is ; rd 
owol anolF slisd noe tonoitolt faoit, yevo 2880 

iq Vis Isgqes n bao :2 Spnptic Oh stoitogsl Yaron mood stosovbA toni 
tue wolo yl of — betqesxe eyo bnue — fipin to yb ybest mot 2oltit to onitadhag 8 
tne>‘bno leat ib 0 2} 1ttes& .ern 10? \moold erowolt louteqieg 1 al Bie 
ifolo bno xo bstlote ecit eam avid — noltmetads diiw xo bellots o ane 
vhoe) eyowlA vavip coonavetoh ezenieud ved team : nod | 


i. , : en 
Heat ae Sl a’ he 
>: ym 2 * 


‘ 


$vno) bne wold to yen10ttA xo.) .2 yorsds 
pic! alt lo owt etreaetast bao zesnievd wol lowase) © ese 
Tels V Omsih Tew OQ iad st to soot ert no eynoqmed 


' Sn > wone Is ro TO fipIpeIG CORT ob mor 
tnentipasd sil eniold 

vO. vf ‘eiehe enliAA bid 

loves bobosh bef oAT 


if ry ov 
; wily we | 
THIS 

: WE mh 


Sr Sart LRN aR TORSO En 


to the fire. The first fire truck (motor- 
ized) was bought in 1916. The fire de- 
partment at the present time has two 
trucks and the rural department also 
has two. 


For many years it was the custom for 
firemen to decorate the graves of for- 
mer firemen on the second Sunday in 
June. Formerly they were joined by the 
Odd Fellows and the Iowa Legion of 
Honor in carrying out this practice and 
the groups were sometimes headed by 
a band, making quite a parade to be- 
hold. The firemen still carry on a tra- 
ditional decoration day for deceased 
firemen but it is held shortly before 
Memorial Day. 


The city has always been “fire con- 
scious” and this attitude perhaps ex- 


& ‘i at Se q 
lb Races AA TRSR ER Sepia Be Cg 


1916 Firemen. Walter Malcolm was the newest fireman in the group. The truck plains the possession of a $3,000 steam 
‘was a Dart, bought in Waterloo. Front row, left to right: David Strachan, Jr., pumper which was purchased in 1881 
Charles Sankot, Lee Hoisington, Frank LaQuette, Owen Rucker, John Dinnie, from Ahrends of Cincinnati. The old 
Challen McCune, Walt Malcolm, Art Dinnie; back row: William Campbell, Charles steamer, still in the possession of the 
Cerny, Warden Folk, Art Nichols, Fred Cerny, Thurman Ealy, Ralph Way and local department, has a colorful and 


Tom Dodd. 


oO 


department in fighting the flames. Solly 
Wertheim was the mayor at that time. 


| After the destruction of the city hall 
_and firehouse, a contract was let to Mc- 
Inteerr and Chermak for the sum of 
$3,300 for construction of a new city 
hall, firehouse, and jail. The result of 
/that construction was the present city 
hall, still in use after almost 70 years. 


For many years the volunteers used 
/horse-drawn equipment for fire fighting 
and whatever teams of horses were in 
the neighborhood when the fire bell was 
rung were promptly unhitched and 
commandeered to haul the equipment 


|! Firemen marching to cemetery to dec- 
orate graves of deceased firemen, about 


1910. 


proud history of service. Even after it 


Firemen’s picnic, 1913. (Top picture), front row left to right: Bill Winslow, Challen 
McCune, A. R. “Choppy” Nichols, Frank LaQuette, Thurm Ealy; middle row: 
Joe Pech, Fred Dawson, F. A. Miller, Fred Cerny, Bill Franka, Jason Livings; 
back row: Tom Riley, Henry Ortscheid, John Zeller, Warren Wheeler, Judge 
C. W. Burnham, Joe McPherson, W. W. Livings, Doctor Collins and Emory 
Ortscheid. Bottom picture shows same group of firemen at picnic, several hours 
later. ; 
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Dependable pharmacy service 


to the Belle Plaine community 
since 1945. 


Air conditioned 
Ultra modern 
Self service 


Gone are the days of molasses and sulphur 


— replaced by today’s wonder drugs 


REITHSEN’S PHARMACY Belle Plaine 


2.4 -s—- 


tr Pee 


: About 1920. Front row, left to right: Harold Hartman, Ralph Miller, Jay McGin- 
nis, Ed Snyder, Walt Malcolm, Bill Campbell, Dr. R. L. Whelan, Dick Miller, 
Earl Byers; back row: Dave Strachan, Gene Palmer, Otis Park and Jimmy Moore. 


quit fighting fires it was used for pump- 
ing out sewers in the city. Its most fa- 
mous day of glory came when it was 
rushed to Cedar Rapids by train to help 
fight the Quaker Oats fire of 1905. 


C. C. Ridenour, the steamer’s former 
engineer, was a machinist for the rail- 
road and he regarded the steamer as 
his personal responsibility. He worked 
on it constantly, keeping it in perfect 
working order. This tender care proba- 
bly accounts for the fact that the stea- 
mer is still preserved in the local fire 
museum. 


On the night of the Quaker Oats fire, 
Mr. Ridenour was called to the station 
at 8:15 p.m. and helped load the stea- 
mer aboard a flatcar, got an engine and 


waycar, and headed for Cedar Rapids. 


Mr. Ridenour had just finished one of 
his periodic overhauls on the steamer 
and it was in perfect working order. On 
the way to Cedar Rapids, Mr. Ridenour 
and Harry Walton fired the boiler as 
they passed Luzerne and hung weights 
on the safety valve. Pressure was at 130 
and 140 pounds although normally the 
steamer worked at 75 pounds of pres- 
sure. The records show that the old 
steamer was pumping at the fire at 
9:20 p.m. and continued for 14 hours 
straight and a total of 21 hours before 
the fire was brought under control, and 
that it kicked water higher than any 
other piece of equipment at the fire. 
The steamer lived to fight many more 
fires, both here and as far away as 
Chariton. The department had ramps 


built so they could load her aboard the 
train for out-of-town emergencies. She 
fought the great Belle Plaine fire of 
1894 and survived, although other piec- 
es of equipment were lost in that con- 
flagration. 


For over 30 years Earl G. Byers has 
headed the local department as chief. 
A great deal of the credit for the high 
efficiency rating of the local depart- 
ment is due Chief Byers. For many 
years he has devoted himself to training 
men and keeping the department ready 
for any emergency. The equipment in- 
cludes up to date trucks and fire-fight- 
ing tools. A rural fire department is 
manned by local firemen. 


In 1955 the local companies, after an 
offer of $1,000 for the old steamer, de- 
cided to build a Firefighters’ Museum 
to house the steamer and other antique 
equipment. Carpenter Ray Leavell do- 
nated his labor and others helped to 
make the museum a possibility, includ- 
ing Roger Pyburn, Roy McBride, Ken- 
neth Schriner, Wilfred Drahos, Maur- 
ice VanHorbeck, Ray Koeppen, Leo- 
nard Adams, Charles Hazen, Kelly Van- 
divier, Russell Wiese, Sam Roudabush, 
William Carpenter, Jr., and Mike Hoov- 
er. The 22 by 30-foot building is located 
in the South City Park. 


Of the early businessmen who served 
the fire department perhaps none will 
be so well remembered as Tom Lawr- 
ence who served the department for 
many years and helped guide its des- 
tiny in the beginning years of its organ- 
ization. 


1962 Firemen, left to right: Earl Byers, chief; Ray Koeppen, Achiel Cornelis, John Ulch, Sam Roudabush, Bill Carpenter, 
John DeCook, Charles Hazen, Roger Pyburn, John Chekal, Merlyn Niebes, Bernard Duhachek, Albert Beck, Norman Eh- 
lers, David Fish, Wilfred Drahos, Maurice VanHamme, Wilbur Rusk, Charles Weaver, Leonard Adams, Edwin Siefken, Har- 
old Daily, Russell Wiese, Sidney Weaver, Lester Anderson, Calvin Vandivier, Wayne Myers, Morris VanHorbeck, Clarence 


Fisher, Marshall Zieser, Robert Gillen, Lawrence Hoover, Hugh Gillen. 


were: Lloyd Sindt, Richard Wright, Walter Mulherin, and Ronald Ealy. 
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Unable to be present at time picture was taken 
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LEFT: A. E. Feddersen opened Jewelry Store in the Hanson 
Bldg. (Now Strawhorn’s Hdwe.) in 1895, at age 33; later he 
moved to present MILLER JEWELRY location, where he operated 
with his sons, Erle and Paul, until his death, 1949; continued 
by them until 1957. 


MILLER 
JEWELRY 


RIGHT: Jack W. Miller worked as apprentice watchmaker 
under A. E. Feddersen, 1946-1949 — then studied watch- 
making at Bradley Univ. School of Horology, Peoria, Ill. 
Opened his first Watch Shop off the lobby of Herring Hotel, 
1951. Later location was in the Drahos Shoe Shop until 
purchasing the stock of Feddersen’s and moving to present 
location in May, 1957. 


East Side Body Shop 


We haven’t been here for 
100 years but neither have 
Automobiles! 


FREE ESTIMATES 


LINE UP 
( with 
; BEAR 


tie 
Body & Fender Repair BARNEY JOHN 
Car & Truck Painting oe POH ASHES Sraciacas 
Lyle Gary 
Glass Installed esl Holst 
Wheel Alignment 
Complete 


Wheel Balancing Radiator Shop 


Cleaning — Repairing 
& Recoring 


Frame Straightening 


Most Modernly Equipped YOU WRECK ‘EM 


Body Shop in Belle Plaine ith AND WE'LL FIX ‘EM! 
Norm Ehlers 
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“The Eighth Wonder 
of the World” 


Non-flowing artesian wells had been 
drilled on farm land as early as 1882 in 
the area surrounding Belle Plaine. One 
of the most productive was on the S. L. 


Bardwell farm (about one mile north of - 


the present Belle Plaine Country Club) 
where a well two inches in diameter 
and 260 feet deep was drilled and water 
rose to 235 feet or within 25 feet of the 
surface of the ground. Jacob and Wil- 
liam Wurtele had _ successful wells 
which were classed as deep wells. 

In April of 1886, Hilton Bros. and Co. 
of Boston built a creamery here and 
when they dug their well, water shot in- 
to the air to a height of 53 feet. Citi- 
zens rushed to see the wonder; the news 
spread all over the state; people came 
to drink the water and all commented 
upon its peculiar taste. 


located 
where R. Johnson’s garage now stands. 


Hilton Brothers Creamery 


It was later discovered that these 
wells and the following ones came 
from the same vein, the only variation 
was in the height of the surface 
of the ground. On higher ground the 
water did not rise to the surface but 
only as high as the head (classed as a 
deep well) while where the surface of 
the ground was lower than the head, the 
water was thrown into the air to a 
height equal to the head, less friction 
and resistance of the air, thus making 
an artesian well. 

Messers. Hilton Bros. and Co., were 
delighted with their well and proceeded 
to have pipes placed in their work 
rooms to secure a continual flow of cold 
water circulating to keep the rooms 
cool and for other uses. 

The city fathers realizing that the city 
of Belle Plaine needed adequate water, 
formed a stock company and drilled a 
well on a hill in the residential section 
(approximate vicinity of Eighth Avenue 


and Fifteenth Street), 


os s Pon fe 
but the water 
came to within only 2% feet of the sur- 


face so it was planned to use a wind- 


mill and tank setup. After much de- 
lay the operation was begun but 
didn’t come up to expectations and the 
committee decided to let the matter 
rest until other arrangements could be 


Well at Tremont House, northeast cor- 
ner of Twelfth Street and Seventh Ave- 
nue. 


William Weir & Sons, who drilled the 
wells for the creamery and the city, 
moved their equipment to the Tremont 
House (Seventh Avenue and Twelfth 
Street) and proceeded to drill another 
well. The Tremont House was a hotel 
and a ready water supply was needed 
for guests. At a depth of 225 feet, water 
rose through a two-inch casing to the 
surface and then through a one-inch 
pipe to a height of 45 feet. It was 
a grand sight and people flocked to see 


49 


The photographers, Miles and Green- 
lee, took the first photographs that were 
ever taken of any of the wells, but from 
then on they and an amateur photog- 
rapher, Mrs. William Smith, took photo- 
graphs of the wells in their various 
stages. 


The Tremont House well was central- 
ly located and was used by many people 


ot he aoe 


for drinking purposes. Some people who 
had suffered assorted afflictions, felt 


their health to be generally improved 
after drinking the artesian water. Many 
testimonials were given as to the cura- 
tive powers of the water as follows: 
“kidney complaint: I can say that I have 
benefitted if not cured of kidney trou- 
ble by the Belle Plaine Mineral Water” 
—signed, George A. Hutchinson, Boone 
Dyspepsia: “For 30 years I have suf- 
fered with dyspepsia and its comitant 
troubles, and suffered much from ner- 
vous exhaustion. The use of the Belle 
Plaine Mineral Water has greatly bene- 
fitted me. Have not been so well in ten 
years.”—signed, J. Baker, “for 20 years 
a busy merchant.” And lastly, Belle 
Plaine, Iowa, Aug., 1886 .. . “Having 
inherited a bilious temperament, I have 
been compelled to take medicine for 
years, at least every 30 days, to remove 
bile and obtain relief from constipation 
and piles; since striking our Mineral 
Well last April 30, I have used its water 
exclusive of all other drinks, and since 
that time found myself perfectly well 
and cured from all my previous ail- 
ments. Yours to commend, Will P. Her- 
ring, Prop. of Tremont House (later 
owner of the Herring Hotel).” There 
were hundreds of such testimonials. 
The Chicago and North Western Rail- 
way Company became interested and 
sent a cask of the water to Chicago to be 
analyzed to ascertain the mineral prop- 
erties in the water and the quantity of 
incrustation matter which would form 
in their boilers should they use water 
from such a well. It was found to be un- 
suitable for use in locomotives, and the 
following is the Chicago and North Wes- 
tern analysis of the Tremont House wa- 
ter: Silica, .88; bicarbonate of iron,.22; 
alumina, .04; sulphate of lime, 74.27; 


sulphate magnesia, 2.61; carbonate 
magnesia, 31.50; and sulphate soda, 
58.83. 


Another well was drilled by Weir 
Bros., for the use of the canning factory 
for both their canning processes and 
fire protection. 

Palmer Bros. decided to drill on 
their property using their own equip- 
ment which they themselves manu- 
factured at their foundry. They used 
more up-to-date machinery and steam 
power. Their first hole was proceeding 
well with the new equipment until one 
night unknown persons filled up the 
hole with scrap iron, so it was neces- 
sary to drill another hole. The water 
burst forth with even more force than 
previous wells because the surface of 
the ground was lower (present location 
on Seventh Avenue of Funk Bros. Seed 
Co.) 

According to C. A. Huston’s ‘Jumbo 
Well”, from which most of this data is 
taken, people were going back and forth 


sani 

19h crort ; 
silsa sd? to say ONT Hot ant 

wed Yfsorg dad isin lsvoail ost 
) co liow o@ Waed: Jor - avetH. ont hal 
S ol’ astsg Lb bsanw-— ” nay. 

feu .yenl BaA “Jnetsiom vendre 

OBR .cuA wol sated 

) jneure ned suotlid @ baliratat 


yi d Gi . 
: ylict £ oF hae ate em 4 
fi : P boas ood yromig 
arr eek i -m toda teiew I 
Aint Pas oe 40 Jae) 2 lu a 
; Sipe | | } a awatt oflk; 1 boo it on t ott 
aise a smo siqosg nti ot? r9¥0 I 
; | hotnseinos fe Bat teow, Sell 
. chika ys po a Py f oeul asiludeq, edt A 
op get | a | mt Ge fie 
Re i ae = a LN, = i a = 
% Bl dis Fe tei ia eae 
ts ig 


8. Sy ve 
- “ Hal 
Poss ; a 
« 
- + ear lh MaDe # h be 
a nage a at ~ 


o 


| We Are Proud To Be A Neighbor — 
SMITH'S PLUMBING & HEATING 


RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL 
FARM 


24 HOUR SERVICE 


For Free Estimates 
Call HI 4-2826 


American Standard 


& Eljer 
Fixtures 
eee crrvine lo SanfRanct ‘ ae ig cee | Eh 1 eo INSTALLATION 


MARVIN SMITH 
Belle Plaine (Luzerne) 
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Times Have Changed 


(For Tbe Better, We Hope) 


IN THE COURSE OF PAST YEARS Reddy Kilowatt 
has taken over dozens of household tasks 
freeing you from work ... giving you time for 
other activities. He promises there’ll be many 
new, wonderful developments, too, in your bright 
electric future! 


IOWA Congratulations, Belle 


Plaine ,on your first 100 
FIECTRIG cs sem 

at Icwa Electric Light 
IGHT & POWER and Power Company. 
COMPANY 2222, 


Your Investor-Owned Utility Helping You to Live Better ELECTRICALLY 


A stove “way back when” required slavish attention, 
(The heat and the hard work we won’t even mention) 
What a difference to let Reddy K. do your cooking, 
Things are done to a turn without your even looking! 
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late into the night carrying water from 
this well. People started to send kegs 
and bottles to Belle Plaine to be re- 


turned to them filled with the mineral 


water. Although the water lost some 
of its valuable properties in transit, 
the railroad and express companies 
were kept busy shipping the bottles un- 
til Jumbo caused other wells to cease 
flowing with the exception of Palmer’s. 

The city merchants felt they needed 
more wells for fire protection and two 
stock companies were formed: the first 
consisted of businessmen east of the 


Top: Well at intersection of Twelfth 
Street and Ninth Avenue, view toward 
west. Another well is being drilled 
one block west. 


Bottom: Same well, looking southeast. 


One of earliest views ot Jumbo. 


center of the block between Beech (8th 
Avenue) and Maple (9th Avenue), and 
the second group west of said center. 
The first group hired Palmer Bros. to 
drill a hole in the intersection of First 
and Maple (now 12th Street and 9th 
Avenue). Palmer Bros., were very suc- 
cessful with this well. It was found 
that a fire hose could be attached to the 
casing and that water could be directed 
with great force. This well far sur- 
passed its predecessors, and showed 
there was a “terrible power hidden 
from man’s. eye.” After finishing 
this well, Palmer Bros. moved their 
well digging equipment to the intersec- 
tion of Beech and First Street (Eighth 
Avenue and Twelfth Street) and struck 
water at 223 feet. Work was stopped 
on this well in order to make plans for 
water mains, but before plans could be 
completed, the well ceased to flow be- 
cause of Jumbo. 


Up to that time the wells drilled had 
been in the north part of the city while 
the southern part of town, particularly 
in the vicinity of the school, had virtual- 
ly no water for fire protection. Several 
south side residents signed an agree- 
ment with Weir & Sons, the total cost 
not to exceed $175, to pay equal 
amounts for a well. The city and school 
district agreed to put it in condition for 
use. A contract was made to drill a 
three inch well; the other wells had 
been two-inch wells. It was naturally 
supposed that Mr. Weir had equipment 
to drill a three-inch hole, but he only 


aes 


Drilling rig of Weir in place. 


had two-inch equipment and said he 
would ream it out to three inches. Wa- 
ter was struck at the intersection of 
Eighth Avenue and Eighth Street on 
Thursday, August 26, 1886, at 1:30 P.M. 
at a depth of 195 feet. 


The top section of casing was dam- 
aged in the drilling and an attempt 
was made to put in another. This at- 
tempt was unsuccessful and Weir and 
Sons hitched up their teams and left 
for the afternoon. Observers saw that 
the water was washing out the hole 
but Weir was expected back momen- 
tarily. When he did not return, people 
became alarmed and called his sons 
back to put a section on. This they 
did, and left for the night. 


On Friday, August 27, Weir and Sons 
returned and a crowd watched while 
they slowly drew out the sixty foot 
casing. With the casing loose the water 
burst outside. Weir began churning 
the casing up and down and put some 
seventy feet of casing in, with the water 
flow increasing all the time on the out- 
side. He proceeded to churn the casing 
in until about four o’clock, when he 
left for town. The well was a monster 
already; water and rock were boiling 
out at a terrible rate. Men were set 
to work to keep ditches open but it 
was impossible. Weir returned and left, 
came back again, hitched up his team 
and drove off. Mr. Weir was never 
seen again in that vicinity. However, 
at the time everyone supposed he was 
going after material to work with. At 


* 


=. 


Ini se lew cam 
\ jiniv”i bap jog 
} , iSsniogk Je 
¢ old on 


a 


ae 
vy 


I IIGMNSY Bieie Fe Po ' 
eee fe 34 *. ~~ sS 4 ip. 'F™ 
ee AAAS TY OS et . 
a Agee: ey " Ss ‘ Y , - oe © = = > 
Ty Soe; 
a is ras sa 7 
“. * ba d 
, , 4 . i ' 
a F 
a , | 
nae 
? 


1962 — 


Our Founder 
GEORGE PETERMAN 
1911 — 1953 


Present Owner 
ROBERT HADENFELDT 
1947 — 


We are proud that our Shoe Store has been in the same family 
since Mr. George Peterman opened for business on September 2nd, 
1911. Our original policy of the best shoes for the price, a complete 
selection of styles, efficient and professional fitting of shoes, courtesy 
in service and guarantee of satisfaction, still stands and will continue 
to be our policy. We believe that Belle Plaine is the best city any- 


where in which to live and work. 


HADENFELDT SHOE STORE 


AG 


oo 


A. A. Selden with son Ulysses. 


six P.M. people were excited; at seven 
they were frantic; by eight they were 
almost crazy. They appealed to the 
mayor who called the council. Tele- 
grams were sent out to county seats 
for a pile driver. One council member 
went to Tama City to see what help 
could be had. Men were busy trying 
to keep ditches open and taking the 
casing out which Weir had put in, in 
order to be ready for the pile driver 
should it arrive. Two bushel grain 
' sacks, filled with sand, were thrown out 
| as quickly as they were dumped in. 
/ On Saturday, August 28, word came 
) that pile drivers were not available on 
} such short notice. About nine o’clock 
| Eugene Palmer of Palmer Bros. sug- 
gested the use of two boiler flues, six- 
teen inches in diameter, fifty-five feet 
in length, which might reach the blue 
clay and shut off the immense flow 
of sand. The sand later proved to come 
from the very bottom but this fact was 
not known then. Everyone was pleased 
| with the idea and the council gave Pal- 
mers power to proceed. Palmer Bro- 
thers got the flues, which were nine 
/miles southwest, and worked all night 
to get them in condition to put in. 


On Sunday, August 29, the county 
pile driver arrived and the flues were 
taken to the well. Here was the equip- 
ment so sorely needed, plus the men 
who knew how to use it. The first sec- 
tion of flue was lowered and driven al- 
'most in. The second was attached and 

driven down. When it struck some- 
thing solid the water ceased to flow 
outside and boiled out the top. which 
'extended some twenty feet above the 
surface. Water flew in every direc- 
tion as the pile driver struck. When 
‘the second section was in and the sand 
| still flowed freely, Palmer Brothers re- 
moved the smoke stack from their 
foundry and attached it to the flue. 


August 28, 1886. Jumbo had washed out to a diameter of three feet in 3 days. 
Man at right in straw hat is Rev. John Stauffacher, man at his right elbow is 


View north on Eighth Avenue after pile 
driver was erected. 


Men worked all around the site try- 
ing to clear away sand which stood 


_ three to five feet deep around the well 
4 and in the yards and streets for a dis- 


tance of several hundred feet. Water 
was channeled in two streams twelve 
feed wide and a foot deep and the water 
ran south two miles to the river. The 
water had thrown out small sticks, 
stones, and debris at first, and with the 
larger volume of water came sticks 
of wood three and four inches in diam- 
eter and two to three feet long, cannel 
coal and immense quantities of larger 
stones. This debris was a source of 


income to young entrepreneurs who 


sold stones, sand, and bottles of water 
as souvenirs. 


On Monday, August 30, the sixteen 
foot stack was almost down. Sand al- 
most ceased and another six foot sec- 
tion was stretched and fitted over the 
end of the stack. Everyone was sure 
of success. The pile driver drove the 
last section down and it was apparent 
solid ground had been reached. A cheer 
went up from the crowd; the pile driver 
hit the section a few more times for 
good measure to make doubly sure it 
would not wash out. A gasp of in- 
credulity and horror rose from the 


watchers the whole thing went 
down into the cavity flues, stack 
and all. 


Work was again at a standstill. An 
engineer from Chicago was sent for. 
Palmer Brothers conceived the idea of 
a cone the shape of a funnel small end 
down, twenty-four feet long and thirty 
inches in diameter, and they proceeded 
to make it. 


On Wednesday, Sept. 1, Mr. George 
Morgan, engineer, arrived and went 
with authorities to see the well. He 
visited the foundry where work was 
proceeding on the cone, endorsed the 
plan, complimented Palmers on_ the 
idea, and conferred with officials dur- 
ing the afternoon. He estimated that 


View north showing sand piled up and ditches being kept open. 
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“TODAY'S TELEPHONE 


is a far cry from those of years 
ago! Central lowa Telephone Co. 
prides itself on modern equip- 
ment in use at the Belle Plaine 
office. 


A centennial booster 


Central lYowa et ‘lelephone Co. 
Sige 4 
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When looking for good 
Angus Breeding Stock, 


see the Herniks. | er 

Quality Eileenmere 1695th 3rd sta 
Aberdeen Angus Bull purchased 
at lowa State Angus Sale, gust 

February 6, 1962 Sat a 


HERNIK. ANGUS FARM 2 miles north of Belle Plaine — Hlckory 4-2690 
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3, 472,gallons of water per minute boiled 
ut of the well continuously. He said 
hat the well was certainly worth com- 


o evening train. 

~ On Thursday, Septcinber 2, the cone 
was ready to be tried. 
with sand and cement and a two-inch 
pipe was inserted into the inside pipe 
to guide the cone. With a little work 
‘the cone passed through the surface 
hole and was lowered sixty feet by 
_ adding more pipe. At that point it met 
an obstruction. As night was coming 
on, work was halted and Jumbo was 
left in charge of watchmen. A visitor 
fell in, but came out about as fast as 
he went in, unhurt but badly frightened. 


Pile driver lowering cone into Jumbo. 


On Friday, Sept. 3, the obstruction 
still prevented lowering of the cone 
and the cone was withdrawn. It was 
found that the two-inch pipe was bent 
and broken. Again night prevented 
further work. 


On Saturday, September 4th, the hole 
was measured and the cone enlarged 
a little. Work was pushed and the 
thirty-six inch cone was lowered that 
afternoon to sixty feet. Sand _ bags, 
rock, etc., were thrown in and the ham- 
mer used once or twice ... the cone 
disappeared! Water boiled out as badly 
as ever. Everyone thought the plan 
would have met success had it been 
tried earlier. 


Since a Soldier’s Reunion was to be 
held the next week all plans were halted 
and a water tight crib with an opening 
to the east and a cover over it was 
erected. Nothing more was done until 
Oct. 12, when the ‘council decided to 
advertise for bids to control the well. 
On October 21 a contract was let to 
Mr. Luther King of Marshalltown. 
Terms were $2,000 for the work, with a 
$4,000 contractor’s bond, the work to 
be finished in 90 days. 

Mr. King was a man of no small 
perspicacity. He built a high board 
fence around the well, obtained a div- 
er’s suit and planned to charge admit- 


‘ing a long way to see, and left on the. 


It was filled” 


_ tance fees to those who had formerly 
enjoyed this wonder at no cost whatso- 
ever. However, the council forbade 
the charge and ordered King to control 
the well, and not to make a show of 
it. King had a man go down into the 
well in a diving suit several times and 
he, himself, went down at least twice 
to eighty-one feet, but found nothing. 
He finally put in 162 feet of 18-inch cas- 
ing, but with little success. By March 
21, 1887, the council had extended the 


‘time and was growing weary. They 


ordered King to put the well in as good 
condition as he found it within five 
days. Mr. King disregarded the orders 
of the council and proceeded to put 
stone in around the casing. On April 6 
the filling was 107 feet from the sur- 
face; by April 11 the filling was within 
thirty feet of the surface. Prepara- 
tions were made to cement and the 
cavity was filled by April 12. King tried 
to cap the flow of the well but with 


little success. A piece of the casing 
broke and it was necessary to lower 
the water around the top of the casing 
to repair the break. Thirty feet of 
filling washed out as a result of the 
break. The cavity was refilled and 
the well was capped. Pumps kept the 
area free of water while the casing was 
covered with cement. But another leak 
appeared and a two-inch pipe was put 
in the leak and cement packed around 
it. Another valve was ordered. A 
manhole box was put around the valve 
when it was installed and cement 
around the box. The derrick was final- 
ly removed and the site cleaned up. 
King notified the council he was ready 
to close the contract. 


During inspection by the council they 
shut off the valve in the large pipe and 
plugged the small pipe and water boiled 
out around the cement. The council 
found that Mr. King had not fulfilled 
his contract. King offered to settle 


Scene of Jumbo on Sept. 5, 1886, after cribbing had been erected. 
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On July 28, 1894 The Lincoln 
Was the Hottest Spot in Town 


THE 
LINCOLN CAFE— 


Make it your headquarters for 
good eating now and during the 
Centennial Celebration. 


* The Lincoln Cafe is located on almost the exact spot where the great 


fire of 1894 originated. 


Historically, it is significant also, as it is in the 100 x 180-foot strip 
deeded to William Postlewaithe by Presley Hutton to ease Postle- 
waithe’s claim on the land Hutton gave to start Belle Plaine. Where 
the Lincoln Cafe now stands Postlewaithe built a log shanty and 


lived. 
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Top: Scene showing sand piled up and 
ditches to carry water away from Jum- 
bo. 


Bottom: Mr. King in diver’s suit pre- 
paring to make descent. 


for $1,862 but the council was adamant. 
King refused to touch the well again 
and threatened to sue. The council re- 
mained firm. On June 3, three days 
later, the council hired Palmer Broth- 
ers to finish the work. 

On September 15th the cement was 
cut down. The top of the casing was 
removed. Ninety feet of eight inch pipe 
were lowered into the casing along with 
an invention of Mr. Palmer for shutting 
off the water between the two pipes. 
The space between was filled with 
hemp and soon all the water came out 
the eight inch pipe, leaving dead water 
between and outside the pipes.  Bar- 


A 


View to south. Jumbo was a constant attraction for small boys. 


Mr. King standing at right. Jumbo 


still refused to be controlled. 


rels of cement were put between the 
pipes. The outside cavity was enlarged 
to permit several feet of stone and ce- 
ment. Water was pumped from the 
cavity outside the pipes and an eight 
foot curb made to enclose the area. 
By October 6, 1887, the cavity was al- 
most completely filled and Jumbo was 


5 Hes 


considered under control. 
to Mr. C. A. Huston ‘in his “Jumbo 
Well”, “Jumbo”, though drilled only 
193 feet, proved to be a hungry old fel- 
low, for he has stored 77 feet of sixteen 
inch pipe, 60 feet of five-inch pipe with 
a large cone attached, over 162 feet of 
eighteen-inch pipe, besides forty car 
loads of stone, 130 barrels of cement, 
and an unestimable amount of sand 
and clay. He has as last decided to 
be satisfied with what he has and be- 
have himself hereafter.” 


So it was that after fourteen months 
of fighting, Jumbo was harnessed. 


According 


On December 3, 1954, a large granite 
boulder was moved to the northeast 
corner of the Eighth Avenue and Eighth 
Street intersection to mark the site of 
the famous Jumbo Well. The water 
that now flows from the well empties 
into Minnow Creek to the east. The La- 
dies of Artesia chapter of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution pur- 
chased a bronze plaque to be placed on 
the stone to commemmorate the histor- 
ic site. On May 21, 1955, the bronze 
plaque was dedicated in a ceremony 
held upon the site. 


An interesting event took place in 
January of 1957 on the Elmer Janes 
farm southeast of Belle Plaine. Bill and 
Ed Kaderavek of Marengo drilled a 
well for Mr. Janes. After the well was 
capped, water worked its way outside 
of the casing and the cap had to be re- 
moved. Water was channeled to a creek. 
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TOM JANSS 
Locker Plant 


1957 
_Janss’ First Meat Market 


Meat Processing - - - Smoking and Curing for 
Lockers and Home Freezers [ig ¥ =ssmr'qiy 


Specialize in Home Killed Beef | | 
Home made Smoked Sausage *” 


Phone HI 4-2123 
Belle Plaine, lowa 
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4 pack KER SERV VICE, 
.* 


WELCOME 
BELLE PLAINE’S CENTENNIAL 


More Mothers Buy BORDEN’S 
“Very Big On Flavor’ 


Local Representative Se aeal OO Ni a gael 
DEAN McLEOD . Bite ilsnsinter ie Phone HI 4-2753 
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well on the Janes farm. The pressure 
lost caused other wells in this area to 
slow or cease and livestock on the Bill 


_be removed to a more adequate water 
supply. The well was finally recased 
with the use of modern methods and 
ceased being troublesome. 


At the writing of this report, in the 
year of our Centennial, no other ‘“Jum- 
bos” have broken loose. But the thought 
is ever present: who knows? 


Chapter 11 


The Great Fire 
of 1894 


The year 1894 was an eventful one in 
the life of the thriving metropolis of 
Belle Plaine. January of that year un- 
folded upon a city of some 3,200 souls 
“with a business district consisting of 
two banks, hotels, livery stables, rest- 
aurants, blacksmiths, drygoods and mil- 
linery establishments, tailors and hab- 
erdasheries, grocery stores and meat 
markets, harness shop, grain elevators, 
furniture stores, lumber yards, drug- 
gists. barbers, saloons, and _ several 
lodge quarters. Belle Plaine also boast- 
ed an unusually fine City hall and Fire 
Department, a brick railroad depot, two 
newspapers and the _ recently-built 
Greenlee Opera House. The city was 
well represented in the professional 


Valve being lowered. 


Six tons of crushed rock were used to 
stop the flow, but three weeks later, 
| while the family was away, the well 
| broke loose again and filled another 


Group surrounding marker at the site of Jumbo, left to right: Mrs. R. O. Bur- 
/rows, Sr., Mrs. Arthur Blinkensop, Mrs. Burdette Beck, Mrs. Ada Hoffman, Mrs. 
Caroline Connor, Mrs. Gretchen Strandberg, Mrs. Arthur Nichols, Miss Joan 
Burrows, Mrs. Walter Shields, Mrs. Jennie Courter, Mrs. Calvin Korns, George 
Raabe, Mayor Roger Pyburn, Rev. Paul Heath. Seated are Mrs. L. M. Winslow, 
|Mrs. Everette Korns. 


Donovan farm four miles away had to 


Dedication 
marker by D.A.R. 


View of Main street shortly before the 
1894 fire, looking west. 


fields of the law, dentistry and medicine 
and boasted several small print shops, 
warehouses and other businesses com- 
mon to that era. Several insurance znd 
loan establishments were present to 
play a much greater part in the history 
of the city before many months were to 
pass. 


The city elections were held and 
three fires were reported in March, as 
well as several tragic accidental deaths. 
April saw more fires and a. serious 
smallpox scare. In May, the stables at 
the Herring Hotel burned; June arrived 
hot and dry, followed by even drier 
and hotter July days. 


On the afternoon of Saturday, July 28, 
about 5:30 P.M., Robert Liddle, the 


DEDICATION of PLAQUE 


to Commemorate 


OLD JUMBO WELL 


by 


Artesia Chapter, Daughters of the 


American Revolution 
Held on the Site of Old Jumbo Well, 
Corner Eighth Avenue and Eighth Street 
Belle Plaine, lowa 


Saturday, May 21, 1955, 2:00 P.M. 


te 
PROGRAM 


Invocation 22~ =< s2--=2.—.22- ee Rev. Paul Heath 
Pastor, Christ Methodist Church 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag —-_----- Mrs. R. C. Connor 
Flag Code Chairman 
Introductions .......~.~<«Heccs-- Mrs. R. O. Burrows, Sr. 
Chairman, Plaque Committee 
Mrs. Gretchen Strandberg 
Mrs. Arthur Blinkinsop 
Mrs. Burdette Beck 
“The Story of Old Jumbo Well” -________--- George Raabe 
President, Four County Historical Society 
Presentation of Plaque to City _____-~_- Mrs. L. M. Winslow 
Regent, Artesia Chapter 
Acceptance of Plaque ~---__-------- Edward Roger Pyburn 
Mayor, City of Belle Plaine 
Patriotic Selections: 926 ae sano secon wsmacanee Brass Choir 
Under Direction of Mr. Paul Nielsen 


program for placing of 


THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY ARTESIA CHAPTER, D.A.R. 
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RCA Victor 


Living Color T. V. 
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GENERAL ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCES 


Ed 


For prompt, dependable television, refrigeration and 
air conditioning service, phone Hlckory 4-2107 


S & W HOME & AUTO SUPPLY 


Belle Plaine, lowa 
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h, was repairing a wagon 
the same time C. H. Kroh was 
ig baled hay to his nearby feed 
(the two establishments were lo- 
approximately where the Rural 
Fire Department and the Lincoln cafe 
re now) when a spark from the forge 
as blown into the hay, causing a fire 
that quickly spread across the street to 
the City Hall and Wheeler’s Livery Sta- 
ble. Fanned by strong, dry winds the 
fire spread quickly in four directions. 
From the west side of Eighth Avenue it 
swept through brick buildings, resi- 
dences, warehouses, stores and the mas- 
sive renowned Greenlee Opera House, 
(which was located about where the 
King Theatre now is) all along Twelfth 
Street. Fire departments from Cedar 
Rapids, Tama and Blairstown were 
summoned and came by rail and were 
stationed at various points downtown 
with the hope of waylaying the confla- 
gration. Belle Plaine’s own “Old Res- 
cue” hose cart was destroyed in a hero’s 
death. The depot and Henry’s lumber 
_ yard on the south side of Twelfth Street 
‘fell and all communication was cut off. 
_ Buildings were torn down to divert the 
fire and some buildings on south Eighth 
Avenue were saved. including the fam- 
ous Burley house. Every comforter and 
blanket in the Burley house was satur- 
ated and hung on walls, roof and rail- 
ings to stem the fire. East along 
Twelfth Street almost all of the build- 
ings on both sides of the street were 
burned or had to be torn down in order 
to stop the spread of the fire. Many 
buildings on Thirteenth Street were torn 
down to stop the fire from the rear of 
Twelfth Street. The fire burned east 
on the north side to about the then and 
present location of the Odd Fellows 
Hall. On the south side of Twelfth 
Street the only building left standing 
was the one that now houses Comers 
Home Heating Appliances and _ the 
Beauty Nook. Almost five solid business 
blocks had disappeared and 80 business 
firms were rendered stockless and 
homeless with a loss of a half million 
dollars, with only about $200,000 insur- 
ance coverage. There are still quite a 
few people in Belle Plaine who remem- 
ber being taken as children to view the 
smouldering remains of the business 
district and some very good photo- 
gravhs of the ruins are available. ~ 
The History of Benton County, Vol- 
ume I, states the summarization of the 
losses as follows: “The heaviest losers 
in the fire—those who suffered a loss 
of $10,000 or over—were as follows: Ov- 
era House Block (T. F. Greenlee), main 
building occupied by Shaw and Bow- 
man as a department store, $25,000; 
Shaw and Bowman, $30,000; W. H. Bur- 
rows and Co., clothier, $17,000; J. D. 
Blue, dry goods merchant, $14,000; Van 
Metér and Cox, druggists, $13,000; Rob- 


View of ruins looking northwest. Old freight depot may be seen at lower right, 


burned passenger depot directly west. 


Taken from Seventh Avenue and Main Street looking east. At left are massive 


ruins of the Greenlee Auditorium. 


Taken from Seventh Avenue and Twelfth Street looking southeast. Burley House 


may be seen at right. 


ert Nicholson, grocer, $12,000; Hartman 
Grocery Co., $10,000; J.J. Mosnat, build- 
ing and law library, $18,000; Solly Wert- 
heim, clothier, $18,000; L. Grossman, 
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dry goods merchant, $16,000; William P. 
Hanson, Opera House, jeweler and hard- 
ware dealer, $29,000; Nichols and Marr, 
$16,000; and T. Lawrence, building and 
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on 100 Years of Progress 


Garling Furniture 


— Furnishings for the Entire Home — 
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View from Eighth Avenue looking northeast. 


dry goods stock, $23,000. The Knights of 
Pythias and Masons also were burned 
out and the Herring Hotel (Tremont 
House) was also destroyed at a loss of 
$8,000.” 


The February 1895 Annual Supple 
ment of The Belle Plaine Union. de- 
scribes the Union’s plight: “The disas- 
ter came at eventide on Saturday and 
not a line of news type, a wheel, or an 
ounce of ink was left in the city, but 
Tuesday morning early The Union ap- 
peared, a welcome visitor, bearing ful! 
information concerning the conflagra- 
tion... the greatest ever recorded for 
an Iowa town.” In the first issue of The 
Belle Plaine Union after the fire were 
these predictions: “But you can’t down 
Belle Plaine. The buildings reared by 
man may crumble, but the will of the 
freeman is undaunted. Out of this sad 
desolation a city will rise, Phoenix-like, 
more beautiful than ever before. Al- 
ready the hammer and saw are going 
and the plans are maturing for recon- 
struction. The first building to go up 
was The Union shanty on Second (Thir- 
teenth) Street. Nails from Tama held it 
together. Monday morning found the 
men in Chicago buying new outfits to 
replace the ones destroyed. The next 
shacks were those of Tom H. Milner 
and Dr. Vincent . . . As soon as the 
bricks are cool enough to handle, J. J. 
Mosnat will rebuild two buildings. Nich- 
ols & Marr, the Citizens bank, Hartman 
Bros., and S. S. Sweet will be with him. 
Van Meter & Cox will wait only to see 
the inside of their safe. The Herring 
Hotel will rise rapidly. H. H. Wheeler 
will build on his Beech Street (Eighth 
Avenue) lots. Dozens of others will de- 
cide as soon as they catch their breath. 


Keep a-coming our way. We will take 
care of you O.K.” 


Quick settlements were made by 
most insurance companies but some 
acted shamefully. Merchants provided 
themselves with temporary quarters in 
newly erected shanties, old store 
rooms, in offices, sometimes two or 
three crowded into one building. Every- 
one was willing to stand the inconven- 
ience of being crowded to give his 
neighbor a space. Within a very few 
days of the fire, new stocks were on the 


way and by July 31st several places 


were open for business and trade was 
carried on. Nearly every merchant in- 
serted an ad in that week’s Union. The 
construction men, masons, carpenters 
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mination oa haste n aid in rebuilding 


Much credit was given S. S. Sweet for 
the architectural beauty of the city, be- 
cause he prevailed upon the first men 
rebuilding to employ skilled architects. 
Others followed suit so that Main Street 
was built in an orderly fashion. 


So well did the combined efforts go, 
that in five short months a committee 
was delegated to plan a gala day to 
celebrate the new and better Belle 
Plaine with the theme: “From Ashes to 
Elegance.” The committee in charge of 
the celebration announced: “The city 
was wiped out as if by a whirlwind, sud- 


~den and unexpectedly, and so has been 


its recovery ... No one realized that 
within five short months almost every 
trace of this destruction should have 
passed away and handsome, stately 
blocks of brick and stone, more beaut- 
iful than ever .. . larger and ‘better 
equipped, would cover the lands so for- 
lorn, and would actually be inhabited 
by our busy undaunted merchants and 
professional men... The worst is now 
passed... As you step off the train, in- 
stead of seeing a narrow frame depot, a 
fine brick structure, two stories high, 
meets your eye.” 


Main Street looked vastly different 

. Mr. Henry’s lumber yard was all 
south of Sherman Street and as one 
looked north he saw the Lawrence buil- 
ding; on the west the new brick Mont- 
gomery block, and north across from it 
the new Citizens National Bank building 
of grey marble, brick and copper. West 
of the bank was James Reece’s double 
front. Up Eighth Avenue on the left a 
plate glass front, farther along on the 
southwest corner of Eighth Avenue and 
Thirteenth Street, Mary Reymann built 
a two-story brick block and just across 
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View from Eighth Avenue, south of tracks, looking slightly northwest. 
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This is what your livestock would look like if you were feeding 4x4! 


WALNUT GROVE PRODUCTS CO. 
JOHN CRAWFORD 


Sales Service Representative 
Hickory 4-2225 Belle Plaine 
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DRAHOS SHOE STORE 
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Dennis, “Weaf” and Joe 
the 3 Generations 


SHOE REPAIRING — We make old shoes 


look like new — Rapid Service! 


@ Red Wing Work Shoes @ B.F. Goodrich and Service 
@ Mens Weyenberg Dress Shoes MOLE ECR 
@ Boys Stepmasfer and Brooks Shoes 


Gloves ... Belts ... Billfolds . . . Shoe Polish . . . Shoe Laces 


—"“YOU WEAR ‘EM OUT — WE'LL FIX ‘EM!” — 
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Top: Midway Plaisance, named by Pete 
Jacobs, temporary buildings used to 
house businesses while rebuilding went 
located along east end of Twelfth 
Street. 
Middle: Lawrence Dry Goods Box, tem- 
porary store after the fire, southeast 
corner of Ninth Avenue and Twelfth 
Street. 
Bottom: “The Hornet’s Nest” temporary 
location of Dr. Vincent, Tom Milner, 
and Decker Real Estate, after the fire. 


Early view of Herring Cottage built 
after fire. Will Herring on porch, Jim 
and Ed by steps, Edna Blanche on 
horse. 


View of the northwest corner of Ninth Avenue and Twelfth Street being rebuilt 
after the fire, built by Citizens Bank. Next west was Ingwersen’s Hardware, in 


the distance the C & N W roundhouse. 


the street north the foundation for the 
Herring Hotel was laid. On the south- 
east corner (of Eighth Avenue and Thir- 
teenth Street) was J. A. Wheeler’s mam- 
moth livery stable with fronts on both 
Eighth Avenue and Thirteenth Street 


and on south was the City Hall and Fire 
Department with a belfrey on top and 
the jail behind. On the south side of 
Main Street were the Lawrence, Nichols, 
Burrows and Hanson blocks, and the 
Mosnat, Zalesky, Hardy and Hartman 
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Guthrie Opera House on the northeast corner of Ninth Avenue and Main Street, 
built after fire. The occasion was probably a 1905 clean-up campaign sparked 
by The Union. On the dray are Matt Ealy and Cliff Craig, John Zeller standing 
by horses. Men holding brooms from right to left: F. E. Snyder, unknown, John 
Milversted, George Sweeny, Riley Gordon, Dave Strachan, Irv Newman. At 
left in picture are Traverse Livery, Rejahl Monument Shop, Fanton house. 
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Things Aren't the Way They Used 
to be... but We're Still Doing 
Business at the Same Old Stand! 
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Complete One-Stop Service for Your Car 


Sinclair Gasoline — Goodyear Tires — Sinclair Oil, Greases 
TANK WAGON SERVICE 
O. A. RUCKER OIL CO. 


Hickory 4-3080 R. M. McCOY Belle Plaine 


aS) alee 


a4, 


7 
: 


s. Next was the First National 
and the Post Office. Rising on the 
theast corner of Twelfth Street and 
Ninth Avenue was the fabulous Guthrie 
_ Auditorium. On the north side starting 
_ at Eighth Avenue and moving toward 
_ Ninth Avenue one found Dr. Cox’s block, 
_ Nichols and MclIntieer, then the Carney 


and Vincent buildings, the Pythian Cas- 


tle, two of the Nichols rooms with the 
Masonic Temple above, R. Turnbull’s 
and the William White building. Hun- 
dreds and thousands of dollars- had 
been spent to insure a progressive in- 
dustrious city. On the twentieth of De- 
cember, 1894, a celebration was held to 
commemmorate the occassion. The of- 
-ficers of the day were Hon. S. S. Sweet, 
president; J. C. Milner, marshall; Rev. 
F. C. Wolfe, Chaplain; Tom H. Milner, 
orator. A parade formed at 10 A.M. at 
the intersection of Main Street and 
Eighth Avenue and marched through 
the Triumphal Arch to enter the Guth- 
rie Auditorium. There were bands from 
Toledo, Elberon, Keystone and Belle 
Plaine, the G.A.R. Martial Band, and 
a 60-voice chorus led by Wayne Sullen- 
barger. The oration was delivered by 
Tom Milner and, after an adjournment 
for dinner, free entertainment com- 
menced for the huge crowd gathered to 
witness the celebration. At 2 P.M. Jap- 
anese daylight fireworks were dis- 
played on the street, a band concert 
was given and at 6 o’clock the Trium- 
phal Arch and city were illuminated by 
electricity. Souvenir pamphlets were 
printed which said: “You may depend 
upon it, Belle Plaine will be bigger and 
better than ever, and will make herself 
the “Queen Market of the Big 4.” Many 


_ difficulties arose between the fire and 
the reconstruction, including the usual 


problems involved in so great a rebuil- 


ding project, and a diptheria epidemic 


which claimed a score of victims only 
one month after the fire. Undaunted, the 
valiant little town carried on to cele- 
brate her Semi-Centennial and to look 
back on 100 years of life. 


Chapter 12 
Belle Plaine’s 
Semi-Centennial 
in 1912 
Just as 1962 finds Belle Plaine 


planning a celebration for the 100th 
anniversary of the town’s founding, 
1912 found the city preparing to cele- 


brate its 50th birthday. Plans were 
laid months ahead for a full week of 
celebration. Each day was planned as 
a separate event and at the end of 
the week which began on Monday, 
July 1, the whole town heaved a sigh 
of relief . . . both for the enormity 
of the task accomplished and for the 
end of a full week of festivities. 
Monday was Firemen’s Day and 
Tuesday was Homecoming Day. 
Showers marred the first two days 
and crowds were not large. On Wed- 
nesday, Railroad Day, everyone turn- 
ed out and the success of the week 
was assured. The railroad men _ pro- 
vided plenty of entertainment for the 
crowd. There was a burlesque of the 
superintendent and timekeeper by 
“Shorty” Kirk. Dick Hunt, Jr., won the 
bicycle race. Faye Zimmerman and 
Clyde Rucker won foot races, Eliza- 


Railroad Day Parade with G.A.R., Belle Plaine Band, WRC, and marching rail- 


road men. 


The Overland Express, built by tra Benner. 


41 ~- 


beth Hickey won the pony race, and 
a Tug-of-War between the Round 
House men and the Bridge and Build- 
ing men was won by the latter. 


A parade was held each day and 
the Railroad Parade featured a re- 
plica engine built by Frank Krubel 
with George Janes as engineer and 
Richard Box as fireman. The Over- 
land Limited, conceived and built by 
Ira. Benner, consisted of a _ traction 
engine, box or baggage car, and 
caboose. John Walton was the con- 
ductor; Ed Winslow was engineer, Ira 
Benner fireman, Chauncey Viall and 
Roy Sanders were brakemen. To the 
delight of the crowd the train was 
stopped by a hot box in front of the 
Nichols and Herejk Drug Store and 
the disguised railroad men unloaded 
freight, chased off some hoboes, and 
assisted an old lady aboard with 
boxes, bundles, and a bird cage. Rob- 
bers attacked the train and made 
good their escape. The watching 
crowd applauded the performance. 
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ANTHONY'S 


Serves Saves 
you you 
better more 


A FAMILY STORE 
FOR EVERYONE 


Serving Belle Plaine and Surrounding Communities for 25 Years 


Arrow Velvet Step Wee Walker Cannon 
Osh-Kosh City Club Best Form Dan River 
Buckhide 


Acme - Loveable Beacon 


Ron Lethem—Lil Studt—Carolyn Kern—Bob Nielsen—Marie Walters 


SERVES eat Es 
YOU 

BETTEF yOu 

ee MORE 


§ “9 
POR — nebo reed vans ta | paetst smmatan 


x sf 


AR telcos nina Ohh nai BS 


— ANTHONY'S — 


#5 go —. 


peel aun, 
“eon Patt 


S802 VIMAT AD 
IMOY RIVE 804 po 


we iat asitinumme) anibeuomué bao enipif sile® paivie? 


iW osW gei2 tevieV won 
ytie deod-deO 


ebidaovd 


- een . . 
ar ei ’ ed & 
ais 
p 
Aba. 


& wy ue ae - , 
cee * 

ric 

f 1 ‘oy “! ‘ 

au? we CCR Crete taal 

Mtoe a 
; +4 
va th, ; 
. : BOE 
. = 


Fraternal Day. Floats of Modern Woodmen of America, Royal Neighbors, and 


American Nobles. 


In the evening music and speeches 


at the opera house were followed by a | 


smoker at the skating rink with short 
talks given by J. C. Milner, Dr. Cox, 
Verne Brown, J. C. Rucker, Tom Mur- 
ray, W. C. Scrimgeour, A. F. Whitney 
and others. 


The Glorious Fourth was ushered 
in by a salute in charge of C. C. Ride- 
nour. The Industry Day parade on 
that day featured the following: the 
Fire Department in full force and 
uniform; Beem Brothers had a gaso- 
line engine working a pump, washing 
machine and churn; First National 
Bank was represented by a young 
lady driving a carriage drawn by 
Shetland ponies; Jake Harper’s float 
had a painter painting a house; F. H. 
Henry showed material from his yard; 
Woodruff Greenhouse had young 
ladies dispensing carnations to the 
crowd; Butzloff’s Hardware had the 
only auto in the parade; Eclipse Lum- 
ber had a load of coal drawn by a 
dapple gray team and viewers could 


Fraternal Day. Float of Loyal Order 
of Moose with twenty local beauties. 


guess the weight and win the con- 
tents; P. R. Muench had a _ bakery 
scene with giant pretzels; The Union 
had a water wagon which warned all 
to “keep on the water wagon and 
read The Union.” 


The most popular event of the 
afternoon was the fat man’s race be- 
tween the Andrews Brothers and Ed 
Henry which was won by the latter. 
In the evening a crowd of 5,000 to 
7,000 gathered for a concert and fire- 


works. 


On Fraternal Day, J. C. Milner was 
marshal of the day. The place of 
honor in the parade was given to the 
Old Soldiers who, with their drum 
corps, followed Mayor Burnham and 


Day Marshal Colteaux. There were 
22 soldiers and each carried a Spring- 


field rifle. They were followed by 


the WRC float, the Belle Plaine Can- 
ton of Odd Fellows led by Major 
General Pascall, the Odd Fellows 
float with their goat on it, carriages 
of Odd Fellows and Rebekahs, and 
the Rebekah float decorated in pink, 
white and green, featuring the 16 
members of the Degree Team. Modern 
Woodmen of America had a log cabin 
with red fox hides and wolf hides, es- 
corted by woodmen carrying axes. 
Royal Neighbors had a float with 
their officers in robes seated on a plat- 
form. American Nobles’ float had 
a canopy with officers seated under- 
neath and mounted guards escorting 
them on horseback. The Red Men’s 
Lodge had a float with four wigwams, 
one on each corner, with Indians in 
each tent. Red Men escorted the float 
and whenever the parade halted they 
danced around the float. The ZCBJ 
marched, led by their color bearer. The 
Loyal Order of Moose had 20 beautiful 
home town girls dressed in white, seat- 
ed pyramid fashion on their float. 
Knights of Pythias were represented 
by their official Senate in ceremonial 
gowns. 


In the evening Helen Lawrence, a 
teacher at the Columbia College of 
Music, provided music which was 
followed by talks by J. C. Milner, Rev. 
Vinton Lee and Rev. Dilman Smith. 


IFarmer’s Day was on Saturday and 
the parade that day featured the 
history of the American people. W. J. 
Guinn on his champing steed was 
marshal of the day. Some rural resi- 
dents were dressed as American 


Farmer’s Day Parade featured Indians, Puritans, pioneers, log cabin. 
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EARL F. PARK 
General Insurance 


AND 


Real Estate Agency 


Belle Plaine, lowa 


100 Years of Growth 
and Progress 


Our Congratulations to the Entire Community 
and our Thanks to its many Pioneers. 


While attending the Centennial why not drop 
by and visit one of Belle Plaine’s newest 
enterprizes. 


BELLE PLAINE BOWL 


Relax in our air conditioned facilities, and 
eat at our Short Order Snack Bar. 


HOME TOWN 
FRESH DAIRY FOODS 


Grade “A” 
Fresh Dairy Foods 


Locally Owned and Operated by 


RUSS GERARD 
HI 4-2571 


MARV DeRYCKE 
HI 4-3217 
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rrying muskets, one of which had 
been carried through the Revolu- 
J a a ds War by the great-great-grand- 
-fathe 


of Jacob Harper. A log cabin 


was on one float and on another was 
a spinning wheel in operation. The 
oldest and newest farm machinery 
was featured: an eight-foot binder, 
double row cultivator, disc plow, hay 
rake, side delivery hay rake, hay 
loader, drill seeder, mower, manure 
spreader. A reaction gas engine draw- 
ing its gang of plows excited consider- 
able comment among _ bystanders. 
There were boys and girls on ponies 
and three floats representing club 
life of the farm. Two young farmers 
rode a bull dangling corn in front of 
his nose. The evening exercises star- 
red Col. Mcllrath who spoke on the 
advantages of farm life. He especially 
urged progress in the delivery of sup- 


plies to the farm, centralization of 
schools for better and less costly edu- 
cation, improved roads and _ bridges, 


others dressed as Puritans 


Farmer’s Day Parade had log cabin, spinning wheel in operation, covered wagon. 


Farmer’s Day Parade featured implements. 


horse is Jacob Rossway. 


and greater support of home _in- 
dustries by the farmer in order to im- 
prove the community and maintain 
schools. 


On Sunday, following the six days 
of the celebration, the churches held 
union services in the big tent which 
had served all week for meetings. A 
union choir furnished music. Through- 
out the week of celebration local 
talent provided music. The Belle 
Plaine Band played every day except 
for the Fourth when it had a previous 
long-standing engagement at Vining 
and on that day the Elberon Band 
played. The St. Cecelia Club furnished 


Man with wooden plow and white 


music throughout the week for eve- 
ning programs. The Women’s Clubs 
provided rest rooms for the public. 
All the lodges held open house and 
the whole spirit of the Semi-Centennial 
was one of welcome and hospitality. 


Fifty Years Ago in 1912 These 
Were The Events of Note 


January 18-—Dorothy McCune won 
the local declam contest and will re- 
present Belle Plaine in the dramatic 
division at Brooklyn. 


February 1—Helen Kubic, Jessie 
Douglas and Raya Warren won the 
local spelling contest. 


eae < 


February 26—A new elevator will 
be built at Luzerne by the Luzerne 
Mercantile Co. at a cost of $5,000. 


March 14—Cora Dodd and Ernest 
Tippie were married by Rev. Vinton 
Lee, who also administered baptism to 
Miss Alma Dodd after the ceremony. 


April 11—The Commercial Club 
went on record as favoring a city 
park, electroliers for the business dis- 
trict, and a general clean-up day. 


April 18—Trenching has begun for 
the laying of sewer lines on Main 
Street, Seventh and Eighth Avenues. 


April 25—Reliance Brick and Tile 
Co., will increase its kilns from eight 
to 14. 


May 12—Dr. Joshua Worley, pioneer 
doctor, passed away. He had served 
as president of the school board and 
had an abiding interest in the children 
and education in this community. He 
was buried at Koszta. 


Class of 1912, back row left to right, Ed 
Snyder, Whitfield Ruhl, Richard Miller, 
Harold Hartman, Ed Herring. Front 
row, left to right, Adela Moravec, 
Maude Dees, Winnifred Van Meter, Lela 
Rote, Mary Montgomery, Cleo Rejahl. 
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BELLE PLAINE 
HATCHERY and PRODUCE 


| Congratulations to Belle Plaine 


on its 100th Anniversary : 
| BABY CHICKS — FEEDS 
SUPPLIES — SERVICE 


INTERIOR and EXTERIOR 


Cash Buyers of Poultry and Eggs 


FUL-O-PEP FEEDS 


PAINTING and DECORATING 


LOWE BROS. PAINTS 


SAM ROUDABUSH, Owner 


Hal Christman 


808 8th Avenue Phone Hickory 4-2172 


Phone Belle Plaine, 
HI 4-2821 lowa 


CONGRATULATIONS TO BELLE PLAINE 
ON THEIR CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


From the 


BELLE PLAINE DENTISTS 


Members 


of the 


American Dental Association 
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the class of 1913 entertained the 
tgomery, Adela Moravec, Cleo 
ahl, Lela Rote, 
eter, Harold Hartman, Edward Her- 
ring, Richard Miller, Whitfield Ruhl 
and Edward Snyder. 

_ May 30—Graduation exercises at 
the opera house featured the following 
orations: “The Educational Value of 
Play,’ by Mary Montgomery; “The 

Recall of Judicial Decisions,” by Ed- 
ward Herring; and “The High Cost of 
Living,’ by Maude -Dees. 

June 6—A double wedding in South 
Dakota was a surprise to this com- 
munity. Gertrude Kelsey and William 
Mall, and Leona Creamer and Waldo 
Mall were united in matrimony. 
| June 27—Final plans have been an- 
/ nounced for the Semi-Centennial Cele- 
| bration. Headquarters will be a large 
| tent in back of the opera house. 
| There will be four free street acts 
| daily, band concerts and_ baseball 
' games each afternoon, and_ athletic 
' contests on the third and fourth. 
| July 11—The James Lally farm near 

Dysart was rented for a_ five-year 
_ period for $6.50 per acre per annum. 
| A pretty steep rent, some will say, 
but before that lease has expired it 
will be found to have been a cheap 
rental. Iowa farms are better than a 
gold mine. 

July 18—The new high school will 

be ready for use this fall. There will 
_be 144 desks in the assembly and a 
capacity of 300. There will be seats 
for 489 in the grades and high school 
_ building and a capacity of 600. 

July 18-—Excavation for the new 
Z.C.B.J. Hall began on Main Street 
east of Tenth Avenue. It will cost over 
$10,000. 

August 1—Chairman G. R. Ahrens 
of the Executive Committee for the 
Semi-Centennial gave his financial re- 
port as follows: $1,045 by subscrip- 
tions, $227.65 from concessions, $1,- 
171.18 expended leaving a balance of 
$101.47, all subscriptions paid but two. 

September 5—Mr. Fred McCulloch 
returned from the State Fair at Des 
Moines with three first prizes, three 
seconds, three thirds and one fourth. 
His premiums amaunted to $200. 


September 5—The Canning Com- 
pany has already canned about 900,- 
900 cans of sweet corn and expects 
the present pack to total 1,200,000 
cans, about the same as last year. 

October 10—Butzloff Hardware of- 
fers a single barrel shot gun for $4. 

November 7-—-Wilson swept the na- 
tion carrying 38 states. In Belle 
Plaine the Democrats, who had not 
tasted victory for 20 years, gathered 
on Main Street with noise and a band 


By f ; Pee _ 2 ee, 
 16—Miss Lillian Montgomery 


Winifred Van 


and lights, built a bonfire at Eighth 
Avenue and Main Street, and then 


proceeded to serenade all the Repub- 
licans of the city, calling upon C. A. 
Sweet, H. W. McCune, C. A. Blossom, 
¥. He Henry, .0;.C. Burrows, C. J. 
Snitkay, J. C. Milner, W. D. Barnard 


and the Herring Cottage. 


November 28—Closing out sales by 
Rex Ringler, Frank Swatosh, A. S. 
Haase and F. J. Formanek. 

December 12—Christmas prices on 
groceries at the East End Grocery 
and Bakery: Celery, two bunches 5 
cents, hickory nuts 10 cents a quart, 
Chase and Sanborn coffee 28 cents, 
fancy salmon 16 cents per pound can 
and fresh oysters 40 cents a quart. 


Sunday dinner menu of the Burley 
House: Blue Point oyster cocktail, 
creole gumbo chicken consomme, ce- 
lery en branch, queen olives, fricasse 
of chicken, dumplings, prime roast of 
beef, demi glaise, prime cut of beef 
rare, roast young duck, apple sauce, 
braised leg of lamb, jelly, lobster, 
molded fruit jello, white snowflake 
steamed potatoes, asparagus tips, es- 
calloped corn, green apple pie, peach, 
chocolate, cream, mixed nuts, raisins, 
figs, angel food cake, vanilla ice 
cream, toasted ents, American 
cheese, tea, milk and coffee. 


December, 1912—Annual receipts of 
the Post Office total $8,500 and an in- 
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crease of $1,500 will mean free de- 
livery for local patrons. The work- 
ing force comprises: J. C. Milner, 
postmaster, H. R. Grim, deputy, 
Lyle Gordon and Tom Malcolm, 
clerks, Otho England, rural route 1, 
and William Chown, route 2. Koszta 
receives its mail by pouch from 
route 2; Irving wants rural service 
from Belle Plaine; and there is need 
of two additional routes north and 
south. 


Chapter 13 


Churches in 
Belle Plaine 


Bethany Evangelical United Brethren 
Church 


The Evangelical Church began work 
here in 1862, but did not organize a 
congregation until 1866. For several 
years the work was a part of the 
Benton County Mission Circuit, and 
the ministers served Buckeye and Ce- 
dar Rapids. Sometime prior to 1900, 
Belle Plaine became a_ separate 


charge as part of the Belle Plaine 
Circuit. All of the work was in the 
German language. 


1 
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Bethany Evangelical United Brethren Church. 
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WE WOULD LIKE TO 
SERVE YOU! 


Clifford Roberts, Mildred Myers, Clell Allee, Richard Bergeson, 
Charles Auld and Norman Ehlers. 


MILK — BUTTER — ICE CREAM 


Belle Plaine Dairy 


Richard Bergeson Hickory 4-2561 Belle Plaine 


FOR A GREATER BELLE PLAINE 


Tolerance 
Understanding 
Cooperation 


Yesterday — Today — Tomorrow 


BELLE PLAINE CHIROPRACTORS 
Dr. Mark West Dr. Charles W. Stelcik 


1310 7th Ave. 712 7th Ave. 
Phone HI 4-2431 Phone HI 4-3044 
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First church in Belle Plaine, built and 
dedicated in 1866, Evangelical Luther- 
an, which stood on the north side of 
Fifteenth Street between Eighth and 
~ Ninth Avenues. 


Early meetings were held in 
schoolhouses northeast of Belle Plaine. 
In 1866 the first property was ac- 
quired on Fifteenth Street between 
Eighth and Ninth avenues. A frame 
building there was known as Trinity 
Church. The parsonage was at the 
corner of Eighth Avenue and Seven- 
teenth Street. 


A split came in 1891 when an Eng- 
lish-speaking group was formed. The 
older German-speaking group con- 
tinued until 1905. The new group held 
services in various halls in town and 
in 1903 purchased their present pro- 
perty. The house on this _ property 
was moved east and turned to face 
south and became the central part of 
the present parsonage. Under Rev. 
Virgil Urbino the congregation erect- 
ed their new church, 28x45 feet. 


Under Rev. L. H. Wood the congre- 
gation remodeled the church building, 
adding a 16-foot wing to the east, a 
full basement, the present tower and 
vestibule. In 1932 Harry Swalm pre- 
sented the bell in memory of his 
wife and her parents. The first record 
of Sunday School is 1889 with an en- 
rollment of 120. The Women’s Mission- 
ary Society and the Young People’s 
Missionary Society were both started 
in 1905. Some of the family names 
associated with the earliest records 
of the church are: Schild, Wurtele, 
Zeller, Schnieder, Boody, Wehrman, 
Tatge, Fenske, Byers, Selden, Wright, 
Kletzing, Marshall and Emrich. 

The 1946 merger of the Evangelical 
Church with the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ produced the name 
change to the present: Bethany 


Evangelical United Brethren Church. 


The church celebrated its Diamond 


_ Jubilee Nov. 7 and 9 in 1941. On Pearl 
' Harbor Day of 


the same year the 
church burned out but was rebuilt 
the following summer. 

Present pastor is Larry Riegel. 


Christ Methodist Church 


Methodism came to Belle Plaine 
soon after the end of the Civil War 
through the efforts of Rev. Henry J. 
Pilbeam and several of the city’s 
pioneers. At the ninth session of the 


Upper lowa Conference in Waterloo 


in 1864, Mr. Pilbeam was assigned 
to the West Irving Circuit which in- 
cluded West Irving, Patterson, Buck- 
eye, Blake and Belle Plaine. 


Belle Plaine was a settlement of 
some 30 families of varied faiths and 
creeds and a few people expressed a 
desire for a church organization. 
Seven persons gave their names to 
what was then called a Methodist 
class. The organization was completed 
in November of 1864, and the first 
meetings were held in the home of a 
parishioner, but halls and store build- 
ings served as a meeting place until 
the first church was built on the 
present site and dedicated in January 
of 1867. The first Sunday School was 
on the second floor of a house built 
by Rev. Pilbeam on the northwest 
corner of Seventh Avenue and Four- 
teenth Street. It was started by Mrs. 
Pilbeam and 18 adults and children 
made up the first classes. 


The first church officers were G. 
D. Blue, president; W. W. Benson, 
vice-president; and A. N. Twogood, 
secretary-treasurer. In the spring of 
1889. fire destroyed the first church 
and a larger house of worship was 
built as the congregation had grown 
considerably in number. This edifice 
served to house the congregation un- 
til it was torn down in 1919 and the 
present church building erected. On 
November 2, 1919, the cornerstone for 
the present building was laid. The 
name of the church was changed at 
that time from First Methodist to 
Christ Methodist Church. It was dedi- 
cated on January 16, 1921, on which 
occasion the Congregational and 
Bethany churches. dispensed with 


Early Methodist Sunday School Class 
taught by Vera Vincent Bohlman. 
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First Congregational Church. — 


‘their services to join with the Meth- 
odists who held three services that 
day. On June 4, 1933, the group held 
their “Debt Free Jubilee” under the 
pastorate of Rev. T. M. Nielsen. 
During the past years the church 
membership has increased steadily. 
The present pastor is Dr. Glenn S. 
-Hartong. 
First Congregational Church 
The First Congregational Church of 


: 
: 
: 
: 


Belle Plaine was organized in March, , 


1866, at the home of J.-P. Henry by 

the Rev. S. P. Ladue, then pastor of 
the Irving Congregational Church. 
Rev. Ladue had preached the Sunday 
-morning service for several months. 
The meetings were held wherever a 
place could be found; often in a store 
building, sometimes at the hotel. The 
organization consisted of four mem 
bers who all brought letters: Amosa 
Briggs, Mrs. Eliza Hart, Mrs. Caroline 
Henry and James P. Henry. 

In the fall of the same year, Rev. 
Daniel Lane became pastor of the 
church. During the first winter the 
membership increased, the church 
was re-organized, and a full board of 
trustees and officers was elected. For 
a time, services were held in _ the 
Evangelical Church. In 1869, with the 
help of the Congregational Building 
Society, a church building was. erected 
on Fourteenth Street between Eighth 
and Ninth Avenues. This building saw 
nearly 40 years of service. Rev. Lane 
was pastor for seven years and often 
preached to people of the Irving 
Community in school houses in the 
rural areas. He also preached in the 
school house at Dayton. 

Later, a lot was purchased at the 


present site and during the pastorate 
of Rev. Osgood the present building 
was erected. The organ was a gift of 
the Reed and Blossom families and 
other memorials in the form of pulpit 


furniture and stained windows were 
the gifts of Dr. J. B. Cox, Mrs. J. E. 
Mosnat, W. P. Herring and local rail- 
road men. Dedication of the building 
was in February of 1906. The present 
parsonage was built in 1923. On 
March 28, 1916, the church celebrated 
its fiftieth anniversary and Mrs. J. P. 
Henry was honored as the only living 
charter member. In four years the 
church will celebrate its Centennial. 

On October 13, 1960, the church 
voted to approve the constitution of 
the United Church of Christ and has 
been a part of that body since that 
date. The present pastor is Rev. Alvin 
Boettcher. 


Calvary Baptist Church 

On April 28, 1877, the First Baptist 
Church of Belle Plaine was organized 
with eight charter members. The first 
church building was erected on the 
southeast corner of Eighth Avenue 
and Ninth Street at a cost of $2,500. 
The first pastor was Rev. J. W. 
Daniels. This church grew to a mem- 
bership of 152 members with W. S. 
Herring as Sunday School superinten- 
dent. In the years following 1900. the 
church declined and for many years 
ceased to exist in the city. 

On Sept. 14, 1961, Reverend Gordon 
Silcox was issued a call to pastor the 


Congregational Sunday school class in the early 20’s. 


Left to right, back row, 


Neil Strawhorn, Russell Moyer, Lorenzo Collins, Anna Van Deest, Sam Van 
Deest, Harold Webster, Dan Stok. Front row: Don Trueblood, Orlo Benner, Bob 
Hancock, Ear! Park, Jim Strawhorn, Tom Shirley, Norman Anderson. 
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BRICKLEY D-X 


We are proud to be a part of Belle Plaine. 


We have served the Community for 20 years. 
See us for Dependable Service 


Phone Hickory 4-2280 


Dr. John J. Strandberg be- 
came established in Belle 
Plaine to practice veterinary 
medicine in 1918. He took 
over the establishment and 
practice of Dr. Blanche who 
went to California. 


Dr. Strandberg died Mar. 
20, 1951. His son-in-law, 
Dr. John Janss, took over the 
establishment and practice 
in June of 1951, upon his 
graduation from Veterinary 
Medicine from lowa State 
University at Ames. 


Dr. Janss assisted Dr. 
Strandberg during summer 


vacations. They also shared 
the hobby of woodcraft. 


| CONGRATULATIONS, 
Belle Plaine, on 100 years 


CAB-AN-ETT CAFE 


Where Home Cooked Meals 
are Generously Served. 


MAE and STEVE KUELPER 


ete 


Sy 


; EE 


Congratulations to Belle Plaine 


JOHN JANSS — Veterinarian 


Phone Hickory 4-2705 
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First Lutheran Church. 


present Baptist Church in Belle 
Plaine. Calvary Baptist Church was 
organized in the fall of 1960. Upon the 
arrival of the present pastor, Rev. 
Silcox, there were 11 charter mem- 
bers. The present membership at this 
writing is 30. Calvary Baptist Church 
is known as the church of old fashion- 
ed preaching and friendly people. The 
Baptist Church has no building at this 
time and meets in the basement of 
Hart Memorial Library. 
First Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod 

The beginning of Lutheranism in 
Belle Plaine dates back to 1900 when 
Pastor Phillip Studt of Luzerne at- 
tempted to establish a church here. 
Because the group was small they 
were invited to attend services at 
Luzerne. In 1906 another attempt by 
Rev. G Schroeder of Luzerne failed. 
In 1924 Pastor H. Bohndoff of Luzerne 
held the first service in the home of 
Mrs. Conradine Roehr with ten people 
present. Increasing attendance brought 
a decision to rent the National Hall 
for services to be conducted in Eng- 
lish rather than German. The first 
confirmation class consisted of the 
following: Martin Munson, Arthur 
Roehr, Mildred Stammer, Irene 
Siemke, Lillie Grieder and Minnie 
Grieder. 

On July 26, 1925, official organiza- 
tion of First Lutheran Church took 


place with the following charter mem- 
bers: Herman Grieder, E. A. Stam- 
mer, J. F. Stammer, Henry Jahnke, 
Richard Jahnke and Clarence _ Iver- 
son. In 1926 and 1927 services were 
held in Driscoll’s Chapel and in June 
of 1928 the congregation moved into 
the church that it now occupies and 
was served by Rev. F. Starke of Lu- 


zerne. Student Alvin Starke served the 
congregation from 1935 until 1937 
when Pastor Lester Peter became 
the first resident pastor. Rev. W. S. 
Wendt was installed as pastor in 1944 
and in 1945 the congregation became 
a_ self-supporting congregation and 
from that time has been debt free. In 
1947 a new addition and basement 
were dedicated. Rev. Walter Schlie 
was installed as pastor in 1952 and 
served until 1959. Under his leader- 
ship plans were made for the future 
in the form of a building fund which 
has grown steadily since that time. 

Rev. L. M. Stacy was installed as 
pastor in 1959 and serves the congre- 
gation now as their spiritual leader. 
At present there are 237 communicant 
members and the church continues 
to grow. 


St. Michael’s Catholic Church 

Prior to the establishment of St. 
Michael’s' parish of Belle Plaine, 
priests from Cedar Rapids, Tama, 
Norway and Chelsea ministered to the 
spiritual needs of the people. In the 
early days the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass was offered once a month in dif- 
ferent Catholic homes. The coming 
of the Chicago and North Western 
Railroad, with the shops and_ the 
fertility of the soil surrounding Belle 
Plaine, were responsible for an in- 
creased population. This increase 
brought with it a proportionate num- 
ber of Catholic families, and as a 
result, private homes no longer pro- 
vided sufficient room for those who 
attended the monthly mass. Arrange- 
ments were made to use the public 
school building and mass was offered 
there until the first church was built. 


Young Married group of First Lutheran Church, Belle Plaine, about 1951, first 
row, left to right, seated on ground, Marsh girl, Lindley Janes, Wayne Share, 


Marsh boy, Wayne Jensen. 


Front row, Muriel Shellenberger holding Steven, 


Gayle Janss, Norma Jean Siemke, Maxine Marsh, Verna Janes, Arlene Rabe, 


Naomi Wieck, Arlene Jensen and Ruth Share. 


Standing, Elmer Shellenberger, 


Gerald Share, Albert Siemke, George Marsh, Charles Rabe, Elmer Janes, Pete 


Janss, Ernie Wieck and Harold Jensen. 
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We've Enjoyed Our First 25 Years Of 
Service Io The Good People Of 
Belle Plaine And The Surrounding Area! 


It seems just like yesterday that we first opened our Coast-to-Coast Store in Belle Plaine — 
but actually we have been a part of this community for a quarter of a century! 


During this period we have tried to serve our customers well and in turn your loyal patron- 
age has been most appreciated! 


We hope to continue to serve you for the next 25 years with our famous brands and famous 
Coast-to-Coast values! 


You'll know our store by the company we keep! We know you’re acquainted with many of 
the names “we keep company with” in our eleven Big Departments! The names that make news 
in merchandise are names you'll find at Coast-to-Coast Stores along with our neighborly service 
and lower prices. 


Here are just a few of our hundreds of famous brands and famous values: Sunbeam, Du- 
Pont, General Electric, ABC, Siegler, Pyrex, Revere Ware, Winchester, Remington, Super-X, Cosco, 
Westinghouse, South Bend, Black and Decker, Ortho Chemicals, Tonka Toys, American Flyer, Pres- 
to, Leonard, Harvester and Many More! 


We’re proud to be members of this community and hope to be a part of its growth for years 
to come! 


(Signed) 


RUBY and JAMES MURPHY, Owners 


COAST-TO-COAST STORES 827 12th Street BELLE PLAINE, IOWA 
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Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witness. 


= FN ae 


shi 


HE 


Hist 2 


ii 


The year 1885 saw the completion 
of the new church. Father Michael 
Meagher, pastor at Tama, undertook ~ 
this task. The church was a frame 
building and was located at the corner 
of Sixth Avenue and Seventh Street. 
Later the church was moved to 910 
Eighth Avenue. 


The first resident pastor was Father 
Henry Meyers, who served from 1907 
to 1914. The parish house was a 
rented home at 804 Seventh Avenue. 
When the church was moved a rec- 
tory adjacent to the church was ac- 
quired. 


Father H. A. Wilberding succeeded 
Father Meyers and under his _ pas- 
torate a building fund was started and 
two lots on the corner of Ninth Ave- 
nue and ‘Thirteenth Street were pur- 
chased. Another adjacent lot was 
later secured by Father E. S. Flynn 
who succeeded Father Wilberding on 
January 31, 1926. 


Work was begun on the new church 
in the spring of 1927 and in Novem- 
ber, 1927, the Most Rev. Archbishop 
James J. Keane said the last mass to be 
offered in the old church. On the 
same day, Nov. 22, the Archbishop 
dedicated the new church, blessed the 
parish house, assisted from the throne 
at the first solemn mass, and preach- 
ed the first sermon in the new church. 
The Archbishop also administered the 
sacrament of confirmation. 


Father E. S. Flynn has passed the 
35-year mark in service to St. Mich- 
ael’s parish and in September of 1962, 
will celebrate the 45th anniversary of 
his priesthood. 


Assembly of God Church 
The above church has been located on 
Sixteenth Street between Tenth and 
Eleventh Avenues and is served by 
Ronald C. Renfer. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses 
On November 4, 1961, Kingdom Hall 
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses was dedi- 
cated. It was built by volunteer labor 
of the congregation. The building is 
located at 502 Eighth Street and the 
congregation is served by N. T. Levas. 


Christian Science Society 

The Christian Science Society of 
Belle Plaine was begun in 1906 by 
Jacob and Marie Bohr and Mr. and 
Mrs. Crosby. Others joined the group 
and in January of 1911 a small group 
organized as a Branch of the Mother 
Church in Boston 

Meetings were held  in_ private 
homes, other meeting places, and 
the Driscoll Chapel. On June 17, 1929, 
the property at 1405 Ninth Avenue 
was purchased and the first services 
were held in the remodeled building 
on September 29, 1929. Dedicatory 
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Funeral Director Peffers, looking 
back on his 35 years in the funeral 
profession, (23 years having been 
spent in Belle Plaine): has experienced 
many changes and believes that, 
along with the technical advances 
which have come in his profession, 
the increase in service offered has 
been one of the biggest changes and 
one of the most important advances. 
“Dedicated to a Greater Service” 


we: Ba 


Sweet Residence 
becomes Funeral Home 


The original home was built 
by Sidney S. Sweet in 1892. 


It was sold by Charles A. 
and Caroline Sweet in 1929 to 
Jess L. Driscoll to be used as a 
Funeral Home. 


On March 1, 1939, it was pur- 
chased by Byrle C. Peffers. Ex- 
tensive remodeling has been 
done over the years. 
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— Byrle C. Peffers — 


— Serving Families of all Faiths — 


Peffers Funeral Home 
1401 9th Avenue 


Belle Plaine, lowa 


“Distinctive Funeral Service” 


Serving Luzerne, Koszta, Hart- 
wick, Elberon and Surrounding 


Communities. 
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Christian Science Church. 


services were held on April 15, 1934. 
Charlotte Fullmer serves as_ first 
reader and Mabel Naylor as second 
reader. 


Chapter 14 


History of 
Belle Plaine 
Public Schools 


During the winter of 1862-63, two 
small schools were taught in Belle 
Plaine, one by Mrs. Greene, and the 
other by Mrs. Pillbeam, wife of a Meth- 
odist circuit preacher. 


The Independent School District of 
Belle Plaine was organized Septem- 
ber 4, 1865, ‘by the election of the 
following school board: Dr. John 
Stowe, president; Presley Hutton, vice- 
president; D. C. Twogood, secretary; 
Peter Hafer, E. G. Brown and A. Stein- 
ackle, directors. A room for school 
purposes was rented from Mr. Daniels 
at the rate of $13 per month, and D. A. 
Kennedy was employed to teach the 
school. The enrollment soon increased 
to the extent that an assistant was 
needed, and on Christmas Day follow- 
ing district organization, Miss Cupid 
was employed as assistant. The board 
prescribed the following textbooks to 
be used: McGuffey’s Readers, Pinnio’s 
Grammer, Ray’s Arithmetic, Monteith 
and McNally’s Geography. 

The first school building, authorized 
at the schoal election in March, 1866, 
was completed at a cost of $1,500, 


Original High School building, looking 
east. 


fellow, was erected in 1879 at a cost of 
$10,500. 

Somewhere in the period of time be- 
tween 1870 and 1878, three years of 
secondary work was introduced into the 
curriculum. 


U.B. Sanders was the 


during the fall of 1867 with three rooms, 
two below and one above constructed 
on the same site as the present high 
school. In September of 1870, the prin- 
cipal was directed to have the school 
graded. The Belle Plaine’ graded 
school monthly report in December of 
1871, lists the following subjects offered 
in the curriculum under Principal H. E. 
Warner: reading, orthography, writing, 
geography, history, grammar, algebra, 
Latin, philosophy and German. 


A brick grade school building, known 
as the South School and later Long- 


Longfellow School, replaced by new 
Longfellow. 


eka 


aka 
3 


Sued Cama BLURS BR ES 

Bisse BREE he gateist LAL REE 
ee = ss SRS Sette Be 
2 WES Ciiuela UG RE GR 


Former Assembly of God Church, purchased by Belle Plaine Community School 
District to be used as a classroom for retarded children. 
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Be Sure 
SAFE — RELIABLE — PROTECTION 
Insure with 


Jos. G. Dolak Agency 


REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE 
BELLE PLAINE, IOWA 


Fire - Casualty - Life & Accident 
Health Policies since July 1, 1931 
Dependable Companies issuing modern 
up-to-date Insurance Protection 
COMPLETE REAL ESTATE SERVICE 


Urban & Rural Properties 
Licensed Broker since 1939 


Enjoy Better Living 
Through 


STANLEY HOSTESS PARTIES 


Your STANLEY 
DEALER is 


Mrs. Rosa 


Showalter 
1601 9th Avenue 
Belle Plaine 


Phone HI 4-2881 


Become a STANLEY HOSTESS and receive 
Beautiful Bonus Gifts or Place Your Order 
by Phone. 


NEIGHBORHOOD GROCERY 


605 7th Street 


SRGROCEN CE ame D Ada bed 
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Open 7 Days a Week 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


QUALITY GROCERIES 
Meats Cut the Old Fashioned Way 


HI 4-2041 


GRACE DIERKS MOREK 


Teacher of Music 
Studio: 1602 8th Avenue 


Belle Plaine, lowa 
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Belle Plaine 


Hickory 4-2872 
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building was erected on the 
site and was known as the North 
1 Building. One year was added 
o the high school, giving Belle Plaine 
| 12-year school. The members of 
first graduating class in 1882 were 


® ostomlatsky and Clara B. Read. 
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1912 High School which burned. 


The North School Building was torn 
down and replaced with a modern 
building in 1912. The new building 


consisted of 15 classrooms, an audi- 
torium, a library, three offices, and a 
gymnasium equipped with dressing 
rooms and showers. This building was 
gutted by fire on January 1, 1921. 
Within the year construction was _ be- 
gun on a new high school. The same 
walls were used and plans of the former 
building were followed rather closely, 
Definite provisions were made for do- 
mestic science and agriculture depart- 
ments. The gymnasium was rebuilt 
and used as such until 1938 when a new 
building was erected to the southeast 
of the high school building. This in- 
cludes the present Lee Elementary 
School and a gymnasium-auditorium. 
The old gymnasium was then remo- 
deled for the use of the industrial arts 
departments. 


5 BAD NS Sie ES 
Tes rie 


llie A. Cook, Fannie M. Filkins, Lillie — 


at one time in use 


1877-78,.In 1881, another 


Top: Whittier School, now the site of 
Wilfred Drahos’ home. 


Bottom: Emerson School, present site 
of Funk Plant. 


Two other elementary buildings were 
in Belle Plaine. 
One was the Whittier Building erected 
in 1901 (located on the lot now occupied 
by the Wilfred Drahos home) and used 
until 1938 when the pupils were trans- 
ferred to the Central Building. The 


other building, Emerson, located in the 
southwest section of the city (now Funk 


High School and Gymnasium and Lee School. 


aul Ole 


Bros. Seed Co. Research building) was 
erected about 1900, and used as an el- ~ 
ementary school until 1933 when it was 


_ abandoned and the pupils were trans- 
ferred to the Longfellow Building. 


Both the Whittier and Emerson Build- 
ings contained four rooms, two rooms 
below and two above. 


The voters of the Independent School 
District of Belle Plaine on January 31, 
1955, approved bonds to erect two new 
elementary buildings, which, when com- 
pleted cost a total of $300,000. The 
first building constructed and occupied 
in September, 1956, was the new Long- 
fellow Building, and the old Longfellow 
school was torn down. New Longfellow 
houses grades kindergarten through 
sixth and it also provides office facili- 
ties, nurse’s quarters, hot lunch kitchen 
which serves all four schools, and an 
all-purpose room with a stage. The 
second building, which was later named 
Lincoln, was built on lots 1509 and 1511 
Ninth Avenue. The building joins the 
new playground to the east, and houses 
rooms for kindergarten, three elemen- 
tary class sections, office, store rooms, 
instrumental music department and vo- 
cational agricultural classroom-lab and 
farm shops. 

The Belle Plaine Independent School 
District, until July 1961, was one of the 
few remaining independent unconsoli- 
dated districts in this section of lowa. 
Three school reorganization elections 
were held before a successful vote 
made the district and area serviced, a 
community school. The first election 
was held May 6, 1958, and the second 
election, April 11, 1960. The third elec- 
tion held October 10, 1960, was success- 
ful in uniting the Belle Plaine Indepen- 
dent District with adjacent areas in 
Benton, Iowa, Poweshiek and Tama 
Counties totaling 93 1/16 sections of 
land. The newly reorganized Belle 
Plaine Community School District be- 
came effective July 1, 1961, under the 
direction of the following board of ed- 
ucation officials: Paul Schild, presi- 
dent; Leonard Benesh, Frank Hlavacek, 
Lester Musel, Laurence White, direc- 
tors; Blanche Clelland, secretary, and 
Ferne F. Throndsen, treasurer. 


The Belle Plaine High School has for 
many years been among the state’s 
leading educational institutions. It has 
been accredited by the. North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools since 1914, a year after the 
Association was organized. 


Two teachers were employed in the 
Belle Plaine schools for over half a 
century. Miss Harriet Brand, who 
started her teaching career in 1881, was 
employed for 63 years. She taught in 
the primary until 1935 and then served 
as high school librarian until 1945. 
The other lady, Miss Leona Wilcoxen, 
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BENJAMIN MOORE 
_ Paint Products for 33 Years 


At this time we would like to remind the people | 
of this community that the Paint Store has been 
serving this area for 33 years of this 100 years. 
We are proud to say that for these 33 years we 
have had the top quality Benjamin Moore Paint 
and related products in this store. It has been 
proven year after year in this Paint Store. 


Ae eee eee 


The Benjamin Moore Company has been pro- 
ducing quality paints for 80 years. Our store 
is known for quality and service at reasonable 
prices. 


We are here to help you with all your paint prob- 
lems at all times. 


THEDE'S 


LESTER AND DELIGHT 


and WALLPAPER 


PAINT 


RAY BUSHER SERVICE 


@ D-X PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 


@ GOODYEAR TIRES FOR 
CARS, TRACTORS, TRUCKS 


@ DELCO BATTERIES 


We have had many years’ experience in 
Automotive Service—6 years in Belle Plaine 


SEE US FOR COMPLETE 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 


Ray Busher Service 
Phone Hickory 4-2880 — Belle Plaine 


Your 
RADIO and TELEVISION 
Repair Center 


Radio 
Television 
Phono 
Stereo 
Records 


2-Way Comm. 


Belle Plaine’s Amateur Radio Broadcasting Station 


in the 20’s, operated by my father, C. E. “Tink” 


Leonard, who also operated the Radio Doctor Shop. 


LEONARD'S RADIO & TV 


He built many of the first radios in this community. 


JACK LEONARD 
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Top: Lincoln Elementary 
Bottom: New Longfellow School. 


taught sixth grade in the Longfellow 
building for 53 years. Miss Addy Fir- 
kins taught in the elementary for over 
45 years. 


The Belle Plaine Community School 
District has a personnel of 65 employ- 
ees, including superintendent of schools 
_junior-senior high school principal, ele- 
'mentary principal, secondary guidance 
‘director, 21 instructors in junior-senior 
high school, 21 elementary teachers, a 
‘school nurse, the school clerk, three 
‘office secretaries, ten custodians and’ 
or bus drivers and four hot lunch cooks. 


Enrollment incorporating the stu- 
dents in the area of Belle Plaine Com- 
munity School District is approximately 
1,000 pupils, 440 in junior-senior high 
school and 560 in kindergarten through 
sixth grade. 

Belle Plaine Community High School 
program of studies for 1962-63 is as 
follows: 


Freshman: *English I, *algebra_ I, 
general math, *physical science, *home- 
making I, *industrial arts, *agriculture 
I, *physical education, Latin I, biology, 
art I and world geography. 


+ 
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Buckeye School, last country school in operation in Benton County, would have 


celebrated its centennial this year. 


ag (pe 


Sophmores: ‘*English II, geometry, 
biology, Spanish I, world history, typing 
I and/or personal typing, homemaking 
II, agriculture II, drivers education, La- 
tin I, general business, algebra I, draft- 
ing I and art I or II. 


Juniors: *English III, *American his- 
tory, typing I or II, general business, 
shorthand, bookkeeping, Spanish I or II, 
chemistry, applied science, speech, ag- 
riculture III, art II, advanced algebra, 
drafting I or II, industrial arts II, home- 
making II. 


Seniors: *English IV, *American 
problems, bookkeeping, Spanish II, phy- 
sics, industrial arts HI, applied science, 
agriculture IV, art II, advanced algebra, 
homemaking III, drafting II, speech, 
and office practice. 

*Required subjects. 


Other electives are: French I and II, 
Latin II, college algebra and trigonom- 
etry and homemaking IV. 


A list of the administrators for the 
schools from 1886-1962 are: J. W. 
Sampson, 1886-1891; S. B. Montgomery, 
1891-1898; F. B. Lawrence, 1898-1903; 
W. J. Dean, 1903-1910; Arthur Crane, 
1910-1916; G. S. Wooten, 1916-1919; J. R. 
MecVicker, 1919-1923; Robert B. Lee, 
1923-1927; S. W. Christian, 1927-1928; 
C. B. Whelpley, 1928-1931; M. L. Morris, 
1931-1943; A. W. Langerack, 1943-1944; 
Dwight Erickson, 1944-1947; Frank Ral- 
ston, 1947-1950; and Gay W. Argo, 1950-. 


Longfellow teachers, left to right: Ruth 
Palmer, Isabel Kubela, Hattie Brand, 
Viasta Herejk, Leona Wilcoxen. 


Chapter 15 


The War Years 
in Belle Plaine 


The Civil War 
Older residents of this area can well 
remember the days when Civil War vet- 
erans were numerous. As late as 1910 
there were 34 members of the local 
Grand Army of the Republic Post. The 


‘38 aos 3° ae 
otdeyle Dsonkybe Tied 
-omed TT ein intebaryele 


4 


osoitemA* (Vi deifenal* — seria” 
iq ll deingqe yaiqesdbleod enmtdeig 
soneioe bMldGad TH zh lemtesbar yee 
doufs boonnybs TT Ite, Vi oie tan 
If anidiewh JH seitensmond 
salio&ig Some bres 


nordive bsiipooh 
; - vi ‘ 
is 4 [x 3 ; : j 
/j ae 
gDstg iixe ¥ 
drrol wT iM 2msy £8 woh sak 
' f : NITSS mM Wf hehe WUBI 
SIRS 
) ousld elie sae 
icye - eater it] 5 end tora 
raf neque gaibulont a 
101 392-Qkll 
wittd eS Tg 
' “atl IL ojos 
9i5o IS ioe a 
Lif rout 
o2 oR 
; eu 
i - Lt 
a % ; ; Ve £ * t; e vi 
Dy y- © 4 g4 Ee 
ie 
9 ¥ Riv 
4 
- a ' * 
mr r 
: ‘gt? AS ay 
a a & 4 
L i, 7 . . 
, 4 ry “ / ‘ Vg + * P 
a ‘: “ ‘> “s Pi ih 


bb” Harold’s Auto Body Shop 
HAROLD OHMAN, Prop. 


Dial HI 4-2263 — Belle Plaine 


Complete Auto Body 
Rebuilding 
& Painting 


Front End 
Alignment & Balancing 


AUTO GLASS 
for 
Any Make or Model 


Car or Truck 


404 14th St. Belle Plaine 
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“A GOOD PLACE TO TRADE” 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Belle Plaine 


on 
100 YEARS OF PROGRESS 


F. L. SANKOT GARAGE 


and 


IMPLEMENT 


807 13th St. Phone HI 4-2262 


YOU'LL LIKE THE 
FRIENDLY SERVICE AT 


THE CUT RATE GROCERY 


Groceries and Meats 


EVERYDAY LOW PRICES 
@ 
We give Gold Bond Stamps 
@ 


Phone HI 4-2685 


= 


i? 


laboM yo san y 


AourT to wo 


a 


: ; ma 5 
gniplt alle® 472 debe AGB a ‘ 


High School Assembly, November 3, 1914. 


Early Buckeye class, left to right: A. C. Palmer (teacher), Roy Ahrens, Frank 
Trueblood, Edward Koep, Robert Tippie, Harold Wehrman, Hilda Koep, Caro- 
line Wehrman, Blanch Trueblood, Amanda Koep, Mabel Trueblood. 


Civil War started in the same year that 


the railroad came pushing across the 
prairie land into this area. The early 
settlers were men of deep conviction 
and great lovers of freedom. They re- 
sponded to the call of their country, met 
the challenge of war, and returned to 
Waiting families and loved ones. We 
shall not try to chronicle the experi- 
ences of local veterans. We shall try 
to give some of the events of local in- 
terest which resulted from the war. 


The John B. Hancock Post No. 314, 
G.A.R., Belle Plaine, was originally 
chartered April 21, 1884. It consisted 
of 20 charter members: John Mont- 
gomery, S. C. Leavell, S. R. Ferree, J. 
P. Henry, Joe Harbert, Thomas Brand, 
C. Wenz, M. V. Foote, E. E. Blake, J. C. 
Mattox, H. H. Greenlee, M. L. Prentiss, 
J. R. Cruson, A. Vosburg, J. G. Walker, 
C. C. Sullenberger, James Rucker, Noah 
Winslow, F. E. McCurdy and J. J. 
Chown. 


= oo 


Memorial Day originated after the 
War Between the States. In 1868, Gen- 
eral Logan, commander-in-chief of the 
G. A. R., designated May 30 as a day 
to honor and remember the dead. It is 
interesting to note that some southern 
states observe other dates than May 
30. 

In Belle Plaine, in the week preceed- 
ing Memorial Day, an invitation was 
extended by the John B. Hancock Post 
and the Women’s Relief Corps No. 130 
to all soldiers and sailors of the war, 
to all sons of veterans, civic societies, 
school children and citizens to lay aside 
cares and labors and join them to pay 
a loving tribute to the dead who helped 
preserve our country undivided, our 
flag unsullied. All who could, were 
asked to bring flowers to the G. A. R. 
Hall on the morning of Memorial Day. 


In the early afternoon a column 
formedsin fronfjof the G. A. R. Hall, 
and led by a drum corps or band, 
marched to an auditorium where serv- 
ices were held. These services usually 
included music by local vocal groups, a 
prayer by the chaplain of the day, a 
reading of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Ad- 
dress, reading of the Roll of Honor, an 
address by a speaker of repute, and 
closed with music. After the exercises 
the column again formed and marched 
to Oak Hill Cemetery where another ad- 
dress might be given. Then the G.A.R. 
Post and Women’s Relief Corps observ- 
ed the ritual service in honor of the un- 
known dead, and with the help of school 
children, decorated the graves of de- 
parted heroes. The coiumn then reform- 
ed and marched back to the town and 
disbanded. A Marshall of the Day was 
usually appointed and led the column 
on horseback. 


The sidewalk along Fourteenth Street 
from Thirteenth Avenue to Oak Hill 
Cemetery was placed there to accomo- 


9... TUBAUGH BROS»RUSSELLRAY ROY: RICHARD 
VIL OWNERS & MANAGERS 


} ot | ary PLAINE LIVESTOCK RUTISSIT C0, 


* Serving farmers and livestock buyers in the Big Four District 
of Benton, lowa, Poweshiek and Tama counties. 


It has been our privilege to furnish a competitive livestock market for the farmers and feed- 
ers in the Big Four District of Benton, lowa, Poweshiek and Tama counties (also many sur- 
rounding counties for the past 13 years. 


RICHARD — ROY — RAY — RUSSELL 


BELLE PLAINE LIVESTOCK COMMISSION CO. 


We want to thank everyone who has sold or bought from our auction and sincerely hope 
that we can be of service to you in the future. 
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Civil War Veterans’ Reunion at Montezuma, Iowa, 1901, 28th Iowa Volunteers. 
Third from left is Daniel Kennedy, fourth Bart Wilson, fifth John Wilson of 
Montezuma, sixth Noah Winslow, seventh John Montgomery. Others are un- 


known. 


/May 30, 1910. Those who can be identified tentatively are: 1. W. E. Hardy, zs 
A. W. Crane, 3. J. C. Mattox, 4. S. C. Leavelle, 5. J. A. Herring, 6. M. L. Prentiss, 
7. D. H. Wareham, 8. J. P. Henry, 9. Stephen Malcolm, 10. Thomas Marshall, 
‘11. W.S. Masker, 12. F. B. Shurtleff, 13. Jack Elliott, 14. Joe D. Harbert, 15. R. O. 


Burrows, Sr. 


‘Memorial Day group returning from cemetery along Fourteenth Street, G.A.R. 


in front. 


| 
| 
| 
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date the people who made the long walk 
to the cemetery to honor the dead. 
Many a local resident has fond memo- 
ries of John Milner on his horse mar- 
shalling the group, veterans and women 
marching, flags flying, and a general 
air of contained excitement. 


In later years, when the number of 
Civil War Veterans dwindled, the vet- 
erans of World War I and the Ameri- 
can Legion and Auxiliary took over the 
duties of Memorial Day. The Women's 
Relief Corps continues its proud tra- 
ditions down to this day. Veterans of 
World War II have assumed some of 
the duties of Memorial Day but nothing 
today can compare with those early 
Memorial Day observances when 
youngsters grew up with a profound 
respect for the departed heroes of the 
wars past and a sure knowledge of 
what the day meant. 


Belle Plaine’s last surviving Civil 
War Veteran was Dr. W. A. Vincent. 
Charles Bistrickey was the last Span- 
ish-American War Veteran. 


World War ! 


Immediately after the news of our 
entry into World War I came, Belle 
Plaine set about preparing for the work 
ahead. Young men _ volunteered or 
were called, bade families and friends 
fond farewells, and went to serve their 
country. Some did not return; they met 
death while fighting to make the world 
safe for democracy. The folks at home 
supported the war effort in many ways. 
Loan drives were successfully com- 
pleted. Red Cross work was taken up. 
Farmers strove to increase production. 
Women took over men’s jobs for the 
first time. The world watched and 
waited for the blessed news: Armistice. 
When that day came, the community 
burst forth in joy and relief. Children 
were dismissed from school to take 
part in the celebration. The railroad 
men had a huge flag which was parad- 
ed through the streets. The Kaiser was 
hanged in effigy; pandemonium reigned. 

In the spring of 1919 we had a Vic- 
tory Loan Drive. O. C. Burrows. was 
the local chairman and he sent out the 
notice reproduced on page 89. 


On November 3, 1919, Louie Prazak, 
first Commander of the American 
Legion Post here sent out from a myth- 
ical Camp Cootie, Belle Plaine, Iowa, 
the invitation reproduced on page 89. 


The joyous reunion on that first an- 
niversary of the armistice set the tone 
for the celebrations of the years to fol- 
low. There was usually an Armistice 
Day parade with Legionnaires and Aux- 
ilary marching; the Women’s Relief 
Corps took part; children were excused 
from school to attend the events. 
Speeches were scheduled at the Legion 


2 nomi ¢ i A 
o buon 2h Maple 7 
lo eit ¥” ib att i 
) senee Honus oduct IF b¥ 
yflithiai J @Bth hal orca arte r al 
ws ie seh dine a YBQGIMGD Th ands 
id w PONT yaa via Lisi forge 
hoo ton Pa eels 9%] LTH ARNOY 
JOUU balan 9th sel 199neo . . ' 
iwedt 2402 s btn JeRG ew ey iw ae 
: ermstinio’Y swol tes FOOL viol SINUR! te sola * 
uvivswwe teal esl ale lo nealiW intel r mh liek Pitt thorns A tinal a 
iv env fool Y asW at 340 ee beiniuiiolt Wilol dWinsves wolenilt dno“ 


\ he 
OSes SS 
ny fires ‘ 


‘ f 
wilh a Ae 
‘ie : 
7 4 f * ¢ oy 
. 
‘ fi - 
a * . x 
,% : % . 
wr - ad - t 
y v 
“ 


346-4 £23 
: SE Pee 
an gia mame 


vysees? 
ek Se RE 


al \\\L ND 


$ 


MAPES ANSWERING SERVICE 
912 14th Street 


When dial phones were installed Dec. 15, 
1959, we started the first Answering Service, 
so we're just a baby in the Belle Plaine business 
world. We take fire calls, police calls, doctors’ 
calls and others. Try our service, won‘t you? 


MAUDE MAPES Call HI 4-3282 


We Are Always Here 
To Serve You ! 


Consult our Adequate Wiring Bureau 
for new construction or remodeling 


your old building 


Best Wishes 
To Belle Plaine 


From 
THE BELLE PLAINE SAWMILL 


Custom Sawing 


All Kinds 
Native Lumber 


Shoring & Rough 
Lumber for Contractor 
Use 


Phone HI 4-2640 


MERLYN NIEBES 


You'll find 
us on the 
Old Brick 
Yard Hill 


Berwin Throndsen, Lavaun Edwards and 
Taloyre Clemmer 


IOWA ELECTRIC LIGHTS POWER 
Cokgany 


. Willard Shrader, Manager 
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Belle Plaine’s last living Civil War Vet- 
eran at right, Dr. Vincent, Charles Bis- 
trickey, Spanish-American War Veter- 
an at rear, Mr. Willett, Tama County, 
at left. 


Hall or at the opera house or theater, 
and a reunion of veterans took place. 
It was a custom for many years to 
gather in Dr. Snitkay’s office to start 
the day out “right” and many are the 
tales told by Legionnaires about this 
annual ritual. A firing squad fired a 
volley at 11 A.M. at the intersection of 
Eighth Avenue and Twelfth Street, and 
a moment of silence was observed. 

For many years there was a foot- 
ball game between Belle Plaine and 
Vinton on that date and those games 
were always hotly contested. 

In 1954 Armistice Day was changed 
by Congress to Veteran’s Day, a day 
to honor all veterans. 


Present-day ceremony at Oak Hill Cemetery on Memorial Day. 


_ Hughes, Jim Herring, and R. O. Bur- 


_In the early fifties a group of World 
War Veterans headed. by Charles 


rows, Sr., decided to form a “Last Man’s 
Club” of World War I veterans. Since 
Armistice Day had become Veteran’s 
Day and usually coincided with the 
opening day of the pheasant hunting 
season, it was difficult to get this group 
together on that day. It was decided 
to hold annual midday dinners at the 
Lincoln Cafe each Memorial Day and 
that group meeting has been held an- 
nually since that time. The group is 
strictly social; there are no officers; 
there are no dues; it is a stag affair. 

According to one member’s testimony 
the war is fought completely through 
each year, the menu has changed con- 
siderably in the last few years, and 
the amount of liquid. refreshment con- 
sumed has been reduced by a sizable 
measure. 


Jennings-Bradshaw Post No. 39 
The local American Legion Post was 
chartered June 7, 1919, as John Jen- 
nings Post No. 39, and was named 
after the first serviceman from the 
community who lost his life in World 


War I. Original charter members’ B. Williams and Earl Feddersen. 
Form 120A 
Chicago & North Western Railway Co. 
TELECRAM. 
Washington D C Novllth., 1918 
All 


time 


ae stice athe by German Repressntatives at midai ht 
nouns mE Nn 6 by State Department 330 AM d 
assooiatcd press at 315 AM ‘ 8 Aad 


Belle Plaine Ia Hov llth 
355 AM 


Copy of telegram sent to Belle Plaine announcing armistice. 


Top: Bond Rally Parade, 1918-19. 


Bottom: Parade 1918-19. One nurse is 
Winnifred Miller. Patients are Nathan 


The Worlds War ends at 6 AM, Washington tine, 11 o'olook Paris 


Another Red Cross float from 1918-19 
parade. 


were: Charles E. Hughes, Charles Row- 
land, T. H. Malcolm, N. J. McGinness, 
James. A. Herring, George R. Craft, 
John Milner, William Cunniff, Andrew 
Fedderson, Edward snyder, Amos 
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The Belle Plaine Chapter Future Farmers of America was organized 
November 20, 1930, under the direction of Lewis L. Falck. In this 
chartering organization there were 17 members with Harley Cron- 
baugh acting as first president. Down through its years in existence, 
Belle Plaine has produced 13 lowa State Farmers which are listed as: 
Robert Grummer—’34, Robert Johnson—’41, Eugene Grummer—’42, 
William K. Kern—’44, Darrell F. Krafka—’44, Dale Studt—’45, Syl- 
vester Kalina—’46, Donald K. Beck—‘47, Ernest Kithcart—‘56, Larry 
Beyer—‘58, Larry A. Musel—‘61, Russell Johnson—‘61, and Dan OD. 
Cronbaugh—’62. In 1942 Belle Plaine received a Gold Emblem award 
in the State FFA Public Speaking Contest. Also, in 1948, Donald Beck 
served as First Viae President in the lowa Association FFA. During 
the 1962 FFA Contests, Belle Plaine received a Gold Emblem award 
on its Chapter Exhibit, in the State FFA Corn Harvest Safety Campaign 
—ranking third out of 120 chapters, and Larry A. Musel ranked second 
in the State Dairy Farming Contest. Also, in the fall of 1961 Beile 
Plaine was awarded the lowa State FFA Championship at the Water- 
loo Dairy Cattle Congress — Robert Burroughs was high individual 
judge in this contest. Belle Plaine placed two members in the Silver 
Emblem grouping at the 1962 State FFA Convention — Jack DeMeyer, 
Reporter’s Record Book, and Harry Popelka, Treasurer's Record Book. 
Donald Jensen received a Bronze Emblem award in the Freshman 
Creed Speaking Contest at this 1962 event. From 1953-1961, D. G. 
Bussey was local advisor to the Belle Plaine FFA Chapter and at the 
preesnt time, John H. Cairns is the local advisor. Belle Plaine’s listing 
of Honorary Chapter Farmers includes: G. W. Argo, Orrie Brown, R. 
O. Burrows, Jr., D. G. Bussey, Lewis L. Falck, Paul Groszkruger, Tom 
Janss, Alfred Lahn, Lester Musel and Andrew Wilson. 


< Belle Plaine’s first pp State Activity 
Exhibit at 1962 convention. 


Supt. G. W. Argo, 1962 Honorary 
Q Chapter Farmer with Terry Rieck and 
Bob Burroughs. 
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Pacovporaded Charter 


This is to Certify that the following vocational agviculluce 


students have been duly recognized as members of an ticurparated 
chapter of the wulate Warmers of Ameciow Kuan as the 
Belle Plaine Chapter 
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<> The Greenhands 


FFA MOTTO: 

@ Learning to Do 
@ Doing to Learn 
@ Earning to Live 
@ Living to Serve 


BELLE PLAINE FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA CHAPTER 
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_ MEN but those in uniform allowed on dance floor, so wear ’em! we 


‘Say. Fellows :— 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


VICTORY LOAN DRIVE 


Office of O. C. BURROWS, Local Chairman 


Belle Plaine, Towa, April 15, 1919. 


a Saturday, April 19th is going to be celebrated in Bdis Plaine as Victory Day in order — 


_ to create a little patriotism, so that we may go ‘Over the Top” ina hurry on the Victory Loan 
Drive which opens Monday, April 21st, and we would like to have you appear in uniform on 
that day to help us put it over. 


There are to be three car loads of war relies, (tank, airplanes, captured guns, etc.) here 
for several hours in the morning, and at 2 o’clock p.m, we are going to form at the corner 
of 8th Avenue and 13th Street to put on a military Parade and a Formal Guard Mount on 
Main Street. Then from 8 to 12 o’clock p. m. there is to be a Military Ball at the National 
Hall to which all men in uniform and their ladies will be admitted FRKE, Absolutely NO 


Hunt’s Saxophone Military Orchestra will furnish the musie, —@“* "Bonk 
ie ee 
; COMMITTEE bieet 


Copy of Victory Loan Drive notice after war. 


Pagal 


CAMP COOTIE, BELLE PLAINE, IOWA 


November 3, 1919 


Te:- Doughboys, Gobs, and Leathernecks. 
From:- John Jennings Post No. 39, American Legion. 


Subject:- First Annual Celebration of The Signing of the Armistice. 


1. You are cordially invitea to be with us on November 11th, 1919 
to help us celebrate and commemorate the One Big Day of our lives. 

2. At 10 A. M. You are ordered to report at the National Hall to 
clear these charges against you; A. W. O. L., Shooting Craps, Dirty 
Mess Kit, G. O. 45, other charges to numerous to mention. (Bring 
your bones, black jack decks and other arms, No ladies). Chow at 
11:30 A’ M. 

3. The afternoon entertainment will be held in the Opera House. 
Bring your wives, mothers, sweethearts and the old man. 

4. Do not fail to attend the one big event of the day. Hunt’s Saxa- 
phone Band will play those soothing, seductive melodies while we 
dance at the National Hall. 

Louis Prazak, Commander, 
Robert O. Burrows, Adj., 
John C. Milner Jr., O. D. 

P. S. No K. P., No Guard Duty, No Brig. Watch the Bulletin 
Board, 

P. S. 8S. Come in Your Civies. 

P.S.S. 8S. Bring this with you 


Copy of invitation sent out to all veterans on first year after Armistice. 


<= 


Early Armistice Day Parade, corner 
of Eighth Avenue and Twelfth Street. 
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John Jennings, first Belle Plaine casu- 
alty of World War I. 


Harry Bradshaw, first casualty from 
Belle Plaine in World War II. 
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_ SHIRLEY Barber Shop Congratulations, 
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Belle Plaine 


IOWA HOTEL 


Mr. and Mrs. M. O. Shadewald 


We are one of the older ones... 
Leo has been a barber in Belle Plaine for 
32 years — Ken for 9 years. 


13th Street Phone HI 4-2780 
BELLE PLAINE . 


TOPS 
In customer 


satisfaction ! 


Stop in and 


See us ! 
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A & M SHELL SERVICE 


Hickory 4-2040 ACHIEL and MAURICE CORNELIS Belle Plaine 
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1958 group of 40-year veterans. 
Robert Moore, Louis Prazak, Steve Kozik, Jessa Petitt; second row: Charles 
Budd, J. S. Vifquain, Clifford Mall, Arthur Carlson; standing: R. O. Burrows, 
Sr., Clarence Feana, V. D. Vifquain, John F. Lahn, Arthur Porter, Roy Wright, 
William Houska, Edward A. Hoover, Archie McElroy, William Schroeder. 


Finch, C. W. Housman, Victor Vifquain, 
John F. Lahn, DeWitt Williams, R. H. 
Milner, and Harold McCandless. Louis 
Prazak was elected first Post Comman- 
der and R. O. Burrows was the first 
Post. Adjutant, elected in August, 1919. 

The name of the Post was changed 
to Jennings-Bradshaw Post No. 39 after 
the close of World War II in honor of 
Harry Bradshaw, first local serviceman 
killed in World War II. The post’s first 
permanent home was the Emerson 
Building at Fourth Avenue and Eighth 
Street, purchased in 1946. In 1949 the 
present Legion home was bought. Pre- 
sent commander and adjutant are Har- 
old Dailey and Dave Fish. 


American Legion Auxiliary 

On February 11, 1920, Post Comman- 
der Clifford Milner called a meeting 
of women eligible to membership in 
an auxiliary. An organization was 
formed with Mrs. T. H. Malcolm as 
temporary president. Application for 
charter was made by 42 women who 
became charter members of this aux- 
iliary. The first meeting was held in 
the High School Building and officers 
elected on March 29, 1920, were: Mrs. 
G. W. Yavorsky, president, Mrs. James 
Park, vice-president; Mrs. D. H. New- 
land, secretary; and Miss Helen Vil- 


Parade in summer of 1942 to start off 
Bond Rally. 


Left to right front row: Sid Root, Sies Anderson, 


quain, treasurer. Meetings were held 
in various locations until 1946 when 
the Legion bought the Emerson school 
building and the auxiliary met there 
until the present Legion Home was pur- 
chased in 1949. 


This unit has Ladies In Blue who do 
volunteer work at the Veteran’s hos- 
pital in Iowa City, and sponsors a girl 
for Girl’s State. 


In 1961 the eight Blue Lady volun- 
teers served 984 hours. Three Blue 
Ladies have from 500-1,000 hours to 
their credit: Marguerite Pasler, Rosie 
Wirth, and Emma Moore. One Junior 
Volunteer, Norma Pettit, has 50 hours. 
The present Auxiliary President is 
Mrs. Beulah Birch. 


Years of World War IT in Belle Plaine 

The years of World War II in Belle 
Plaine were years of readjustment and 
tension as in every other community 
in the United States. It was a time for 
raising foodstuffs, a time when our 
people went to nearby communities to 
work in war plants, and a time for 
raising money to finance the war. A 


total of $1,243,585.25 was collected in 
this community through Savings Bonds, 
plus the additional revenue from the 
post office in Savings Stamps, etc. By 
the end of January of 1942, the people 
of Belle Plaine had already invested 
some $78,000 in freedom. In place of 
the usual summer celebration, a Bond 
Rally was held with a parade and 
speech by Major Frank Miles (editor 
of The Iowa Legionnaire). R. O. Bur- 
rows, Sr., was appointed War Finance 
Chairman for Belle Plaine. All of the 
merchants sold or gave bonds or 
stamps as prizes, and each individual 
was asked to pledge five per cent of 
his income for bonds. By the end of 
the year, one quarter of a million dol- 
lars had been collected. Early in the 
spring of 1942, Harlan L. Malcolm 
headed the War Finance committee 
for the community and the second and 
third war loan drives followed. In 1944 
the fourth, fifth, and sixth loan drives 
were held and W. D. Little was Bond 
Chairman. The Seventh War Loan 
Drive was held from April to July of 
1945 with Mr. Burrows again chairman. 
The title of Minute Men was given to 
groups of railroad men, business men 
and others who worked long and hard 
and purchased bonds themselves. The 
merchants closed business doors dur- 
ing rallies to’enabie the bonds to be 
sold without interference. Belle Plaine 
backed its service men and women 
100 per cent. 


After the first draft registration in 
October of 1940, when 307 young Belle 
Plaine men _ registered, many volun- 
teered for a year’s service under the 
new Selective Service Act. Jack Hix 
was the first man to be called for a 
year’s service, only to be discharged 
in November of 1941, and recalled in 
December right after Pearl Harbor. 
Following Pearl Harbor, reserve offi- 
cers living in Belle Plaine were called 
to active service; a second and then a 
third draft registration were held, and 
in May, 1942, all men between the ages 
of 18 and 64 were ordered to register. 


Funk Bros. Seed Co., won the first Treasury T Flag in Benton County. 
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early 1900’s our street looked like this. 


About 40 years ago Belle Plaine 
looked like this. 


, Centennial Congratulations 
Congratulations to 


From The 
pease cones Ort RIGHTWAY CLEANERS 
Centennial ALWAYS THE BEST 
IN DRY CLEANING 
D. G. Bled ed el bal HAROLD and MARTHA FRANKA 
OPTOMETRIST Pickup and Delivery Daily 


Phone HI 4-3280 Phone HI 4-2706 


Strawhorn Hardware 
and Paint 


Pioneer family of merchants 


from 1865... 
W. P. HANSON 


Gunsmith & Hardware 


tor T9G2Q en 
STRAWHORN 
Hardware & Paint 


— and still going strong ! 
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, The Laicn aa Auxil- 
nen’s 5 Relief Corps, the North 
lub, The American Red Cross 
under Gretchen Andrews, the 
y Mothers Club with Mrs. Bess Bur- 


ead knitting. 

Many women began to replace men in 
jobs, in farm work and factory. Mrs. 
Evelyn McClurg became the first wo- 
man foreman of a detassling crew. The 
st firm in Benton County to win the 
treasury Flag was Funk Bros. Seed Co. 
‘The Commerce Club staged a presen- 
ation ceremony on November 29, 1942 
to honor the firm. 


t Harry Bradshaw, seaman first class. 
US.N. was the first Belle Plaine man 
to lose his life in World War Il. He was 
missing in May of 1942, in the Battle of 
the Coral Sea and declared officially 
dead one year later, and in June of 1943 
memorial services were held for him in 
Christ Methodist Church. Through the 
next three years Belle Plaine’s Gold 
Star Honor Roll grew to include the 
names of Pvt. Gordon Allee, Pvt. Victor 
D. Birch, Pvt. Milvoy Blaha, Seaman 
1/ce Harry Bradshaw, Sgt. Dan Chehak, 
~Pfe. Raymond Chekal, Ensign John 
) Cherveny, Pfc. Frank Custer, Lt. Mar- 
vin Dillie, Pvt. Earl Garr, SF1/c Ferd- 
inand Grantham, Pvt. George Grieder, 
Pfc. Lloyd Heller, Pfc. Richard B. 
Hines, Pfc. Lewis Jackson, T/Sgt. Ever- 
ett E. Johnson, T/5 Lyle Kubite, Set. 
Albert Maeder, Pvt.Byron Oehlert, Sgt. 
George F. Schoening, Pvt. Marvin Shell- 
enberger, Pvt. Tom Shirley, Capt. Wal- 
lace F. Snyder, Pfc. Fred Wisner and 
Ensign Walter Haloupek, missing in 
action, later declared dead. 

An organization of Gold Star Moth- 
ers was formed and The American War 
Dads and United Service Women’s Club 
were formed to contribute to the health 
and welfare of our servicemen and 
women. A Committee of Civilian De- 
fense carried out preparations for our 
safety in case of attack. Many of our 
young men were prisoners of war and 

mail was awaited anxiously. 

Rationing was the rule of the day and 
applied to cars, tires, shoes, soap, meat, 
sugar and many other foodstuffs. The 
country and this little town buckled 
down for the fight and when V-E day 
and later V-J day came they were 
greeted reverently rather than hilari- 


| Vs day was celebrated 
ness houses being closed for a * Ro-day 
holiday. Belle Plaine waited once more 


as its first commander, did sew- 


our first al 


—for the return of her servicemen. 


Footer 16 


Organizations and 
Activities in- 
Belle Plaine 


Residents of large cities are always 
surprised at the variety of social and 
service groups to be found in a small 
town. These groups are all a very 
real part of small town life. We have 
not included the dozens of purely so- 
cial groups that exist in addition to the 
ones whose histories follow. Nor have 
we included the many activities which 
are a part of the school life. The his- 
tories which follow have been provided 
by some member of each group. 


Artesia Chapter, D. A. R. 

Artesia Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution was organized 
June 28, 1946, with 13 charter members: 
Minnie Guinn, Caroline Connor, Bess 
Burrows, Geneva McLennan, Mildred 
Snyder, Frances Nichols, Carol Fron- 
ing, Abigail Winslow, Jennie Beck, Iona 
Blinkensop, all of Belle Plaine, Mrs. 
M. Z. Bailey, Lansing, Iowa, Mrs. Cleo 
Crew, Cedar Rapids, and Mrs. Ruth 
Wilde, Lansing. 

The first organization meeting was 
attended by Mrs. R. P. Ink, State Re- 
gent, who installed the officers. Mem- 


Gf be artedian Well for which Relle Plaine Be: 


was famous. 


One of the outstanding accomplish- 
ments of the chapter was the purchase 
and dedication of.a brass plaque on a 
native boulder at the site of Jumbo 
Well. It was through the efforts of a- 
dedicated citizen and former mayor, 
the late C. R. Snow, that the boulder 
was located and placed at the site 
with the cooperation of our street com- 
missioners. The program for the cer- 
emony will be found in the section on 
Jumbo Well elsewhere in this booklet. 
The following members have served as 
regents: Mesdames Guinn, Connor, Bur- 
rows, Korns, Winslow, Strandberg, and 
Beck. The present Regent is Miss Joan 
Burrows.—Bess Burrows. 


Order of Eastern Star 

Belle Plaine Chapter, No. 39, Eas- 
tern Star was organized by Mr. Thomp- 
son, Deputy Grand Master of Iowa Ma- 
sons in October, 1873. The first officers 
were James Collister, Worshipful Pa- 
tron; Julia A. Brown. Worshipful Ma- 
tron; Mrs. H. Guinn, Associate Matron; 
Miss Cupid, treasurer, and Miss Sarah 
A. Brown, secretary. 


Belle Plaine Chapter, No. 39, was 
later disbanded and Morning Star Chap- 
ter, No. 108, Order of Eastern Star, was 
formed under a charter issued by the 
Grand Chapter of Iowa, OES., Septem- 
ber 14, 1892. Mrs. Eliza Caldwell was 
Worshipful Matron, Henry W. Van 
Dyke, Worshipful Patron. 


The 1962 Officers of the Belle Plaine 
chapter are Mrs. Ruth Rieck, Worship- 
ful Matron, Horace McLennan, Wor- 
shipful Patron, Mrs. Taloyre Clemmer, 
treasurer, Miss Alice Clemmer, secre- 
tary.—Alice Clemmer. 


Evelyn McClurg with all-girl detasseling crew of 1942. 


Re | Pet 


Some of those identified: 
Dorothy Bevins, Lorene Leonard, Mary Hunt, Ruth Swalm, Marian Hall, Mrs. 
Petitt, Hope Sankot, Marilyn Shultz. 
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- | Our 1 962 Spring Pigs Sired by 
a DESIGNER’ 


(First Prize Fall Boar 1961 lowa State Fair and All-lowa Grand Champion 


Poland China Breeding Stock for Sale the Year Around 


MR. AND MRS. LESTER FULLMER 


Farm located 1 mile South of Highway 30 on Blacktop 21 


Hickory 4-2259 P.O. Elberon, lowa 


Clover Farm Store 


“YOUR FRIENDLY GROCERY STORE” 


HOME OWNED 


We are Proud to be a part of Belle Plaine 


MR. and MRS. ROBERT CHRISTMAN 
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Rainbow Girls swimming party, 1939. 
Left to right: Electa Groszkruger, Char- 
ene Stettler, Mary Smith, Arline Smith, 
oyce England and Marian Holland. 


Rainbow Girls 
| The local Rainbow Assembly was or- 
panized November 28, 1925, with Mil- 
dred Driscoll as the first Worthy Ad- 
isor, Margaret Benner as Associate 
Worthy Advisor, and Bertha Collins as 
‘Mother Advisor. 
The present Worthy Advisor is Karen 
‘Blount who will be succeeded by Jean 
Bostian. Florine Tippett is Mother Ad- 
‘visor. At the time of the organization 
‘there were 52 girls initiated and the 
Tama Assembly sponsored the _ local 
|Assembly. —F lo Tippett. 
_ Sincere Rebekah Lodge No. 59 
| Sincere Rebekah Lodge No. 59 was 
instituted June 10, 1889, with 37 mem- 
bers. The charter was granted by the 
Grand Lodge of Iowa on October 18, 
1889. Meetings are held the second 
and fourth Tuesdays in the I. O. O. F. 
hall. In two years the Rebekahs will 
celebrate their Diamond Jubilee. Pre- 
sent Noble Grand is Marilyn Ealy. 
_—Mildred Wilson. 


Belle Plaine Lodge No. 151, I. 0. 0. F. 

Belle Plaine Lodge No. 151 of the 
1.0.0.F. was instituted on July 11, 1867, 
‘and the charter granted October 17, 
1867. The lodge has been at its pre- 
sent location on Twelfth street from the 
beginning. At present there are 78 
members and Dr. Mark V. West is No- 
ble Grand. Other branches of the order 
include the following: Rebekahs, the 
Encampment, the Patriarchs Militant 
with Ladies Auxiliary to the Encamp- 
ment and Patriarchs Militant——Mark 
West. 


Chapter EI P.E.O. 

Chapter EI of the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
was organized May 7, 1913, and will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary next 
year. There were 11 charter members: 
Minnie K. Henry, Louise H. VanScoy, 
Mabel Fedderson, Ada Nichols, Edith 
Smith Hupfer, Ella Miller, Florence 
Montgomery, Alice Noble Peterson, 
Clara Blossom, Hester Herring, and El- 
la VanScoy. The last surviving charter 
member, Mrs. Peterson, died this year. 
A total of 93 women have been mem- 


THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY CHAPTER El 


Abous 50 years ago this was a real ball 
team, the Razor Backs, all barbers. 
Front: H. Quigley, C. Housman, B. Mas- 
ker. Back: C. Sievers, T. Ealy, M. Mar- 
ean, B. Kohut, R. Hyatt, George Irwin, 
A. Byers, R. Gordon. 


bers of Chapter EI and in terms of con- 
tinuous local membership Bess Wether- 
el and Dorothy McCune Stark have been 
members for over 40 years. Mfrs. 
Anita Willey will soon celebrate 50 
years of membership although she has 
not been a member locally for that en- 
tire period. 

The P.E.O. Sisterhood is a charitable, 
educational and philanthropic organiza- 
tion and serves the community as well. 
Present officers are Jean Swailes, pres- 
ident; Mary Peffers, vice-president; 
Crystal Dreibelbis, corresponding sec- 
retary; Gladys Groszkruger, recording 
secretary; Helen Blanchard, treasurer; 
Isabel Shrader, chaplin; Catherine Bur- 
rows, guard, and Grace Morek, pianist. 
—Crystal Dreibelbis. 


The Masonic Bodies 

There are three Masonic bodies in 
Belle Plaine. Hope Lodge No. 175, 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, 
was organized in June, 1865. The first 
meeting place was on the third floor of 
the hotel known as the Franklin House, 
situated on the northwest corner of 
Seventh Avenue and Twelfth Street. 
After several moves, Hope Lodge, in 
conjunction with Mt.. Horeb Chapter 
No. 45 and St. Bernard Commandery 
No. 14, built the upper story over 
Nichols and Herejk’s Drug Store. They 
remained at that location from 1873 
until 1894. After the big fire of 1894 
Hope Lodge traded a title with Edward 
Nichols for the present Masonic home. 

The first master of Hope Lodge was 
W.C. Smith. The present master is Dr. 
H. K. Thomasson. 

Mt. Horeb Chapter, No. 45, Royal 
Arch Masons, was chartered on July 11, 
1868. The first High Priest was E. A. 
Bird and the present High Priest is Dr. 
H. K. Thomasson. 


aT eee 


St. Bernard Commandery No. 14, 
Knights Templar, was chartered on 
October 19, 1869. The first Eminent 
Commander was B. R. Sherman and the 
present Eminent Commander is E. W.- 
Comer.—H. K. Thomasson. 

Royal Neighbors 

The local Royal Neighbors of Ameri- 
ca organization was instituted on March 
22, 1907, and was given the name of 
Belle City Camp No. 3462. At the orig- 
inal institution of this Camp there were - 
34 members who signed the charter. 
Margarette E. Howard is the only liv- 
ing charter member. 

This organization is very active to- 
day and meets at the Library Club 
Room on the first Friday of each 
month at 8 P.M. Today The Camp has 
47 benefit members and 22 juvenile 
members. These are members who 
hold Royal Neighbor Insurance. There 
are 35 social members who do not hold 
insurance but enjoy all the activities 
of the camp.—Betty Pettit. 


Patrician Club, for unmarried young 
men, before 1920. First row, left to 
right: D. Miller, A. Powers, Dr. Whelan, 
R. Harden, “Choppy”. Nichols; second 
row: unknown, unknown, “Dutch” Hall, 
J. Dinnie, C. Toennings, Christy Ryan, 
R. Marstellar, T. Malcolm, unknown. 


Home Art Club 

The Home Art Club was organized 
October 1, 1901, by Bertha Winslow, 
Jessie Rucker, lrene Janes, Nellie Mar- 
tin and Blanche McKee with 25 mem- 
bers. First president was Myrtle Win- 
slow and meetings were held monthly. 
There are 15 members at present with 
Fern Cronbaugh as president. Bertha 
Winslow, Nellie Martin and Jessie 
Rucker, all charter members, are still 
active in the club.—Hazel Kithcart. 


Belle Plaine Garden Club 

In February of 1928, with Mrs. F. E. 
Myerly as chairman, Mrs. J. Driscoll, 
Mrs. C. W. Burnham and Mrs. Miles 
Courter met to organize a garden club. 
Others were interested in the club and 
became early members: Dr. and Mrs. 
Hancock, Mr. and Mrs. Conklin, Mr. 
and Mrs. Burnham, Mrs. Severs, Mr. 
and Mrs. Shurtleff, Dr. and Mrs. Row- 
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~ Centennial Congratulations, 
Belle Plaine | 


*HUbBatd and Gooch Feeds 
Swift’s Flocks 


Me-Jon Liquid Feed-Fertilizer 


Delivery Service 


Feeding Advisory Service 


“CHUCK” and GLADYS 


SCHWAB FEED SERVICE 


Phone Hlckory 4-2801 
708 12th Street 


Belle Plaine, lowa 


GRAND VIEW PILOT 


LP Gas Heaters with up 
to 1,125,000 BTU. bd 


Also: 


GRAIN STORAGE 


Baughman 


and 
DRYING BINS 


One-piece welded and 
bolted door frame 
(factory assembled) 
Extra strong tie bars 
across door opening 
Adjustable auger or 
scoop door-slat for 
easy grain removal 
Hill and valley bolting 
Roof sheets formed 
with deep box-rib 
channels for extra 
strength 

Heavy gauge galvanized 
steel roof hold-down 
straps 

Convenient roof ladder 
and roof hand-holds 
Adjustable center vent 
cap 


AMES SILOS DISTRIBUTOR 


S & S$ DISTRIBUTING CO. 


Belle Plaine 


Phone Hickory 4-2801 


RIVER VIEW FARM 


Home of Better Hampshires 


Reserve Grand Champion in 1960 and 1961 at lowa State Fair 


Junior Yearling All-American of the United States in 1960 


Mr. and Mrs. ANDY SIEFKER 


and 


—_— 


Belle Plaine, lowa 
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id, ‘Mrs. Wheeler, Dr. and Mrs. Mat- 
and Mrs. Snitkay. First officers 
Mrs. Myerly, president, Mrs. Burn- 


beautify homes and the city, includ- 
ing the parks, streets and alleys. The 
Belle Plaine Garden Club is a charter 
member of the Federated Garden Clubs 
of Iowa. On the 25th anniversary of the 
club it became a Blue Ribbon Club. 
This honor is given by the Federated 


, Vice-president, and Mrs. Conklin, 
retary. The purpose of the club is 


Clubs of Iowa and the requirements 


are: holding an annual standard show, 


various projects, attendance at flower 
judging schools and a garden library 
available to the public. 

The hollyhock was adopted as the 
city flower and planted along unsightly 
alleys and vacant areas. Three Moline 
elms were donated by the club and 
planted in front of the library by H. Roy 
Mosnat. The Garden Club has planted 
trees in the South City Park and the 


Ladies and gentlemen of the Garden Club. Men left to right: George Raabe, 


F. Myerly, H. R. Mosnat, T. Harvey, E. Swatosh. 


Ladies: Mrs. S. Harvey, Grace 


Gay, Ella Raabe, G. Dolezal, G. Strandberg, Mrs. Snitkay, L. Conrad, B. Myerly, 


Mrs. Baxter, EK. Kollman, N. Swatosh, 


M. Denny. 


a! a 


shrubbery at Williams Park. Mrs. F. 
E. Myerly was personally responsible 
for the Williams Park beautification. 
Oscar Soiney worked for several years 
on the improvement of the South City 
Park and many of the beautiful trees 
which now grace the area and afford 
abundant shade are a living memorial 
to his inspired work. Harry Swalm 
helped pick out and plant those trees. 
The C. C. C. also made many plantings. 

Recent projects of the club have been 
plantings of flowering crabs at Hannon 
Park (southwest of Blairstown) and 
landscaping the Hart Library grounds. 
The club also sponsors a Junior Gar- 
den Club which trains and helps young 
people in all the arts of gardening. 

Mrs. Jean Wright is the president of 
the Garden Club.—Frances Stettler. 


Richardson Art Embroidery Club 

This club was organized approxi- 
mately 50 years ago and chose its name 
from a type of embroidery floss popular 
in those days. Early members still ac- 
tive are Mollie Dierks and Ruth Craig. 
The 1962 president is Marion Denny. 
—Dorothy Klink. 


Friendly Neighbors Club 

The Farm Bureau women in Iowa 
township began holding meetings in 
1922 to recieve lessons on homemaking 
from Iowa State University. First offi- 
cers were: Helen Vifquain, Laura Wehr- 
man and Blanche Trueblood Mall. The 
Friendly Neighbors groun was formed 
in 1939 with Mrs. John Schild as presi- 
dent and Mrs. John Tatge as secretary- 
tveasurer. Several members of the club 
have held township and county offices 
in the Farm Bureau, including Mrs 
George Raabe, Mrs. Alfred Lahn and 
Mrs. Ear]! Leimberer.— Mrs. John Schild 


Sunny Monday Club 

This group was organized in March 
of 1939, with Mrs. Chester Benson as 
president, Mrs. Walter Rabe, secre- 
tary-treasurer and Mrs. C. W. Burnham 
and Nina Swatosh. leaders. The name 
for the club was suggested by Alice 
Hancock. The club grew rapidly and 
another group was iormed, the Ditto 
Club. Present officers are Hazel Mc- 
Leod, Ruth Grieder, Gladys Beyer.- 
Emma Rabe. 


Ditto Club 

The Ditto Club was organized Jan- 
uary 28, 1941, and is another group 
which uses extension lessons from Iowa 
State University. Financial matters, 
health, family living. and home making 
are studied. First president was Min- 
nie Guinn, secretary-treasurer Frances 
Nichols and leaders were Mynna Mat- 
tox and Catherine Ehlen. Present. of- 


ficers are Mrs. Carl Shogren, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Behounek, Mrs. Joe Tague.-Mrs 


Joe Tague 
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THE CITIZENS STATE BANK at BELLE PLAINE 


member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


€°M 
P 4 y ; 
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PAUL GROSZKRUGER, President 


WESLEY MANSFIELD ART J. BUCH 
Vice President Director 


A Progressive Bank for a Progressive Community 
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Evening classes in vocational agriculture were started when L. L. Falck came into the Belle Plaine school system. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Falck only four men (J. Schild, G. Raabe, Ed Swatosh, L. Koep) appeared for the first scheduled class 
but by the end of the year the class numbered almost eighty. It is interesting to note that many of the participants were 
town businessmen. After the meetings the group adjourned for volleyball and coffee. Here is the 1931 group which 
enjoyed those activities. First row, left to right: Frank Bardwell, G. McLeod, M. Beck, Ohlen, C. Formanek, F. Sankot, 
O. Schroeder, P. Koser, A. Buch, W. Grummer, E. Wheeler, J. Tatge, C. B. Whelpley, Supt., G. Studt, C. Burnham, R. 
Miller. Second row: M. Morris, Prin., H. McCandless, J. Weaver, W. Fisher, J. Schroeder, E. VanScoyoc, H. Smith, 
W. Jensen, F. McCulloch, J. Crawford, F. Holly, unidentified, unidentified, A. Byers, L. L. Falck, instructor. Third row: 
A. Luckritz, G. Schild, L. F. Koep, B. Beck, R. Jahnke, R. Tippie, E. Hughes, G. Polka, unidentified, J. Tesar, L. Forman- 
ek, W. Conrad. Fourth row: E. Swatosh, M. Holland, J. Babke, unidentified, S. McCandless, G. Jensen, C. Roehr, F. Bard- 
well, Jr., C. Schild, E. Schild, H. Lannam. Fifth row: unidentified, L. Schild, B. Cronbaugh, J. Pacenka, M. Stolper, E. 
Tatge, G. Schoening, unidentified, R. Allers, F. McDonald, J. Bardwell. Sixth row: H. McLennan, R. Holland, G. Raabe, H. 
Berkheimer, L. Schild, F. Schild, H. Jensen, E. Meyer, E. Berkheimer, E. Jensen, C. Tippie. 


Athena Club 

The history of Athena Club dates 
back to the days when Chautauqua cir- 
cles flourished in nearly every city and 
town of the Union. After the disband- 
ing of the circle an interest in a history 
extension course was the basis for reg- 
ular meetings. This interest lagged and 
fell victim to inertia when but three 
members were left. Mrs. Ann C. Jack- 
son called a meeting to form a literary 
club and Athena Club was the result 
of this meeting held in October of 1897. 
Mrs. Jackson was unanimously elected 
president and held this office until 1901. 
During 1901 the club became federated. 
Athena Club has always supported all 
worthy civic projects and has contribut- 
ed to the support of the library through- 
out the years. There are now 30 mem- 
bers. Laura Welch serves as presi- 
dent; Mardene Garling, vice-president; 
Hazel Carlson, secretary-treasurer.— 
Gretchen Strandberg. 


Iowa Ever-Ready 4-H group about 1938, left to right: D. Ditzler, L. Rabe, M. 
Vileta, N. Schroeder, M. Koep, A. Tatge, A. Kluss, R. Jensen, L. Wehrman, H. 
Pfingsten. 

sis helped establish the reading room 
and has always supported the library. 
The first drinking fountains were in- 
stalled downtown by their efforts. Dur- 


Ahrens. First officers were Rose Mc- 
Cune, president; Mrs. Leekins, vice- 
president; Stella Bardwell, secretary 
and Minnie Henry, treasurer. The club 


Sorosis Club 
The year 1962 marks the 60th anni- 
versary of the founding of Sorosis Club 
by Mrs. Minnie Henry and Gertrude 


was formed to further cultural study 
among its members. Projects of the 
club have been many and varied. Soro- 


THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY ATHENA CLUB AND 
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ing both wars the club devoted many 
hours to sewing, knitting and Red Cross 
work. A piano was donated to the 
high school in 1922. 


SOROSIS CLUB 
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Meet the present-day employees of the 
CITIZENS STATE BANK 


ad 


from the left: 

M. D. Dreibelbis 

Ferne Throndsen 
Carleton Groszkruger 


DER Rice races 
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from the left: 
Minnie Trimble 1 
Beverly Lahn 
Karmen Heller 
Janice Vavroch 


from the left: 
Judith Kenner 
Darlys Rieck 
Darlene Garling 
Nelda Ranfeld 
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1925 School Band directed by R. W. Macy. Cornets: E. Park, O. Schuchert, G. White, R. Hart, A. Sullivan, P. Raabe, 
LL. Beam, E. Polka, A. Lyman; baritone: L. Harper, K. Wood; saxophone: D. White, L. Fisher, L. Osborn, W. Walton, L. 
Crittenden, D. Campbell; trombone: T. Shirley, J. Strawhorn, J. Lebeda, L. Palmer, H. Beaver, R. Rucker; alto horn: 
C. Holmes, M. Stok, R. Hancock, L. Hoover; clarinet: D. Stok, C. Corns, J. Leb- 


J. Guinn, B. Riley, W. Beaman; drum: 
eda, E. Adams, M. Stout; bass horn: L. 


_ Social affairs have been varied and 
original. The 25th anniversary of the 
‘club was observed with three charter 
members in attendance: Mrs. Rose Mc- 
(une, Mrs. C. J. Snitkay, and Mrs. A. E. 
Feddersen. The club recently celebrated 
its 60th anniversary. Present officers 
are: Lydia Frazell, president; Blanch 
Clelland, vice-president; Marianne Koll- 
morgan, secretary, and Katherine Fro- 
ming, treasurer.—Louise Conrad. 


Longfellow 
Parent-Teachers Association 

The Longfellow Parent-Teachers As- 
sociation was formed by the parents of 
the Longfellow students under the guid- 
‘ance of Reverend O. C. Gatrelle in the 
spring of 1934. 

During the first year Mrs. A. R. 
Nichols and Mrs. Bert England served 
as president. 

Before the new Longfellow building 
was built, the P.-T.A. held meetings in 
‘classrooms in the old school and served 
lunches in the basement which had a 
dirt floor with limestone walls and had 
neither water facilities nor stoves. 

In 1940, the P.-T.A. sponsored hot 
lunches for the students of Longfellow 
school. In 1951 a kitchen and dining 
room were equipped with tables, stove, 
cupboards, dishes, etc. There was no 
heat except the warmth from the kit- 
‘chen stoves. 

Over the years many projects have 
been sponsored by the P.-T.A., all aimed 
at the betterment of facilities for the 


Franka, D. LaDage. 


children: piano for the school, N. Y. A., 
hot lunches, kitchen and dining room 
equipment, playground equipment, and 
a curtain for the stage of the all-pur- 
pose room in the new Longfellow. Pro- 
jects supported by the P.-T.A. have been 
financed with bake sales, chili suppers, 
plays, and carnivals. In recent years 
records and encylopediae have been 
purchased. Each year the teachers 
suggest needed facilities for the school 
program and the P.-T.A. tries to supply 
them. In February, Founder’s Day is 
observed and all past presidents hon- 
ored. 

Mrs. Adda Kuelper, a longtime mem- 
ber, was honored for her contribution 
to the community by being presented 
a certificate naming her “Kernel of the 
Iowa Tall Corn,” from the Press Col- 
umnists of Iowa. 

The present officers are: Mrs. James 
Pech, president; Mrs. Lawrence Tesar, 
vice-president; Mrs. David Fish, trea- 
surer; Mrs. Lawrence Hoover, secre- 
tary, and Mrs. Achiel Cornelis, histor- 
ian.—Mrs. Lawrence Hoover. 


Band Boosters 

Band Boosters were organized in 
January of 1946 to help provide the 
band with new uniforms, music and in- 
struments, and to help pay the expenses 
for contest and band tour transporta- 
tion. At the close of the first year there 
were 350 members in the group and 
Mrs. Ray Bradshaw served as first 
president. Dues were 50 cents per per- 


en LOT ee 


son and the band director at the time 
was Robert Dean. The first year’s pro- 
ject was supplying the band with new 
uniforms and the group sponsored the 
Harlem Trotters as a money-making 
project. 

Meetings are held the first Monday 
of every month and, since their found- 
ing, the group has replaced uniforms, 
bought instruments, purchased a com- 
plete new set of uniforms, tape recor- 
ders, music, and other incidentals to 
augment the instrumental music pro- 
gram. Each year Band Boosters birth- 
day calendars are sold to raise funds. 

The incumbent president is Mrs. Earl 
Park and the instrumental instructor 
and band director is James A. Coffin. 
—vVirginia Bergert. 


Scouting in Belle Plaine 

Pack 41 of the Cub Scouts is in 
charge of Keith Bevins, Cub Master, 
who will be followed by Albert Kalina. 
The following are den mothers and 
assistants of the seven cub dens: Wilma 
Bevins, Marian Daily and Marcella Van 
Nevel, Arleen Storm and Crystal Drei- 
belbis, Janice Bryant, Catherine Miner 
and June Barnes, Betty Tesar, Dorothy 
Drahos. Katherine Fish is the local 
Cub Scout secretary, Robert Gillen, 
treasurer. Lyle French is Rotary spon- 
sor and the local committeemen are: 
Wayne Bryant, Floyd Mapes and Albert 
Kalina. 

Explorer Post 91 of Belle Plaine for 
boys of high school age was organized 
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Before The Days Of The Me Too Supermarket! 


In the olden, golden days of 1862 you couldn’t stop. at the corner store for a can of beans . . . there weren't 
any cans. Customers then were lucky if they had a hundred items from which to choose, and the only fresh things 
you could find were the clerks. All foods were supplied in barrels, bags, and boxes, and clerks had to weight each 
purchase separately. (Not the most sanitary method). There were no fresh fruits and vegetables except those which 
were home-grown. Fresh meat could be had only at the time an animal was slaughtered, and the remainder had to 
be pickled or salted down to prevent spoilage . . . and housewives then spent hours each day preparing and cook- 
ing meals which had very little variety, except from season to season. 


COMPARE THIS PICTURE WITH TODAY’S MODERN ME TOO STORE 

In 1962, you have more than five thousand different varieties of foods at your finger-tips when you start shopping 
at Me Too. All your household needs are stocked for your convenience. You can economically purchase oranges 
from California, bananas from Honduras, celery from Arizona and radishes from Florida, all brought to you in 
excellent condition, due to modern storage and transportation systems. You'll find the choicest cuts of fresh beef 
and pork whenever you want them, and a large variety of cheeses and dairy products to help add variety and nu- 
trition to your menus. If you get behind with the housework, some of the hundreds of convenience foods can be 
used to help you serve meals on schedule . . . frozen dinners, prepared canned and packaged meals, dehydrated 
foods, canned meats and fish, and choicest 
canned fruits and vegetables all help you 
4 ms: to serve extra-tasty meals in a hurry. If 
our great-great grandmothers could be 
around to see our modern stores, we doubt 
y* ; very much if they’d say, “Give me the 

Cee od good old days!” 
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ME TOO 


DON HUNT, Manager 
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Orchestra, about 1930. Some of those who could be identified: N. Anderson, L. Collins, C. Humes, N. Strawhorn, N. 
Anderson, D. Ringler, E. Yavorsky, W. Yavorsky, L. Cerny, S. Sweet, D. Stok, M. Marstellar, J. Schneck, M. Yaversky, J. 


Guinn, C. Holmes, R. Ridenour, L. Wilson, H. Driscoll E. Park, E. Stok, C. Harper, B. Strawhorn, L. Palmer, R. Ham- 
mond, J. Strawhorn, E. Vermace, T. Shirley. 


Top: Champion drummers from the 
band contests of 20 years ago: Gene 
Hunt, Steve Malcolm, John Warren, 
Charles Dvorak. 


Bottom: Champion clarinet quartette 
from 1942: Henry Tippie, Jack Halou- 
pek, Alan Fisher, Charles McLennan. 


and chartered by the Boy Scouts of 
America in January, 1962. Charter mem- 
bers are: John Argo, president; John 
Riherd, vice-president; Robert Clemons, 
secretary; Daniel Emerich, treasurer; 
Daniel Price, Larry Tesar, Joe Leonard, 
David Cleppe, Gary Henderson, E. G. 
Park, Dennis Etheredge and Dick 
Lamb. Adult leaders for the group are 
Carroll Miner and Kenneth Fisher. 

At present there is one troop of Boy 
Scouts under the supervision of Don 
Musgrave and Ralph Penrose. This 
is Troop 91 of Belle Plaine.—Arleen 
Storm, John Riherd and Don Musgrave. 


Belle Plaine Commerce Club 
The history of the Belle Plaine Com- 
mercial Club is unique. Its creation 


was due to the work of Evangelist For- 
dyce who came to the city on an entire- 
ly different mission, that of inducing the 
churches to make common cause and 
cooperate in a friendly spirit. When 
the results of this cooperation were 
observed the example suggested the 
cooperation of business interests. The 
work was tentative; there was no sug- 
gestion of permanency: there was no 
intention to accomplish wonders. The 
immediate work at hand was a simple 
matter that had not received attention 
.., the erection of more hitching posts. 
That chore finished, the need for a 
general clean-up day was observed. The 
clubwomen’s help was enlisted with 
great success. In order to maintain 
cleanliness it was necessary to sprink- 
le streets and that task was accomp- 
lished. 

Being interested in streets led to an 
effort to secure the location of the 
transcontinental auto route which had 
been routed four miles away. Efforts 
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A ball team of 1912. 
well, F. Zimmerman. 
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were successful to bring the road here 
and the club began to feel more con- 
fident of its survival. It helped to 
establish the creamery. Private per- 
sons promoted the Reliance Brick and 
Tile Works but the club pushed its pro- 
motion. The club campaigned for ex- 
tension of water mains and building of 
sewers. It was instrumental in the for- 
mation of the Belle Plaine Improvement 
Co., with a capital of $50,000 organized 
to build much needed houses. A Good 
Roads Club was formed when the club 
sent Rev. Dilman Smith to the first good 
roads convention. The club promoted 
electroliers for the business district, 
promoted the building of the new high 
school in 1912, the paving of streets, and 
the Semi-Centennial in 1912 when some 
of the members were: J. C. Milner, 
Dr. C. J. Snitkay, O. C. Burrows, W. A. 
Mall, J. F. Miller, Louis Grossman, G. 
R. Ahrens, C. B. Wilcox, H. R. Mosnat, 
H. H. Boyson, F. H. Henry, Solly Wert- 
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In the open car are: Gene Palmer, D. Dickey, W. Moder- 
In car with top: Walt Malcolm and “Shine” Miller. 
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We have a small, yet select, herd of 
purebred Hampshire Swine. Our herd 
sire, Magnificent Muscles, meets our 


Registered herd of Angus Cattle. Not 
many, but we stress quality. Herd 
sire is Bellvuemere O.B.22. 3067484. 


Master Cavalier 807433 C.L. — Ist Prize fall boar at 
the 1961 lowa State Fair. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fullmer and son, Larry Lee 
Hickory 4-3002 Belle Plaine 


WE LIKE IT HERE! 


Since 1927, we have proudly called Belle Plaine our home 
town. We like it here! Belle Plaine is rich in the values 
that make it a good place in which to live, raise children, 
work, have a profession or operate a business. Among our 
greatest assets are the vast, surrounding community of fertile 
farmland and the progressive, friendly people tilling the soil. 
Belle Plaine has much to celebrate during this, its one-hun- 
dredth anniversary. 


Our Belle Plaine Anhydrous Ammonia bulk storage plant was 
one of the very first of such plants located in Iowa. In 1951 
we applied the first 82% analysis nitrogen fertilizer ever used 
on farms in the Belle Plaine area. We are proud that our 
pioneering role and experience as distributors and applica- 
tors have earned for us the recognition of being “Old Timers” 
in the Anhydrous Ammonia business. 


Belle Plaine Ammonia Supply Co. 


WAYNE CONRAD, Owner-Operator 
Hickory 4-2043 Belle Plaine 
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or. George Blanche, 
Herring, Dr. F. B. 


b is believed to have been organized 
ary 2, 1928. 
ince that time the Commerce Club 

backed many proiects for the civic 
nd financial welfare of the community. 
Many business promotions have re- 
eived financial and material help from 
the Commerce Club. One of its most 
recent and successful business promo- 
tions has been “Crazy Days” during late 
summer. All celebrations are given 
the aid of the club and the present 
; entennial celebration has found the 
Commerce Club sharing the work of 
its planning and production. The Club 
‘still takes an active part in promoting 
better streets and roads for the city 
‘and is active in an attempt to attract 
industry to the city. Present officers 
are Bob Hadenfeldt, president; Paul 
Nielsen, vice-president; Wilfred Drahos, 
treasurer, and Dick Conaway, secre- 
‘tary. — Bob Hadenfeldt. 

| 


Belle Plaine Rotary Club 

_ “Service above self—he profits most 
who serves best.” For 57 years this 
thas been the slogan of Rotary Inter- 
‘national and for 43 years the slogan 


= 


‘of Belle Plaine’s pioneer service club. 
| The Belle Plaine Rotary Club re- 
‘ceived its charter from Rotary Inter- 
‘national on November 1, 1919. it was 
‘sponsored by the Cedar Rapids Rotary 
‘Club which at that time was headed by 
‘Luther Brewer, publisher of the Cedar 
‘Rapids Republican. It has been said 


M 
t 
‘ 


that Rotary International was not op- 
timistic about chartering the new club 
in a city of less than 5,000 population, 
for it was believed that Rotary was 


possible only in the larger cities of the 


world. It remained for Belle Plaine 


(and since then thousands of other small. 


cities) to prove this theory wrong. 
There were 19 charter members of 


the new club: Dr. C. J. Snitkay (physi- 


cian), Howard A. Tenby (auto dealer). 
J. C. Milner (real estate), Dr. C. W. 
Grauel (dentist), W. A. Montgomery 
(farmer), Solly Wertheim (clothier), 
James Park (general contractor), 
George R. Ahrens (banker), C. W. Burn- 
ham (coal and wood dealer), O. C. Bur- 
rows (publisher), R. W. Hemkin (jewe- 
ler), F. H. Henry (lumber dealer), Will 
P. Herring (hotel proprieter), C. S. 
Scrimgeour (attorney), C. A. Sweet (fire 
insurance), Rev. Robert Tipton (clergy- 
man), and Jesse L. Driscoll (underta- 
ker). Of these 19, all are now deceased 
except Dr. Grauel who is living in Colo- 
rado, R. W. Hemkin who is living in 
Arizona, Rev. Robert Tipton who is liv- 
ing in New Jersey and C. A. Sweet who 
still lives in Belle Plaine. 


The first officers were: G. R. Ahrens, 
president; James Park, vice-president; 
W. C. Scrimgeour, secretary and trea- 
surer, and Will P. Herring, sergeant-at 
arms. 


It is interesting to note that in the 
early days of the Belle Plaine club, 
stress was laid on attendence, especial- 
ly during the late ’20’s and early ’30’s 
when Will P. Herring reigned as secre- 
tary-treasurer. During that period dis- 
trict governors often sponsored attend- 
ance contests among the various clubs 
in Iowa, and on two occassions Belle 


Plaine was the winner, once winning a _ 
bronze plaque and another time a set 
of flags representing the countries in 
which Rotary existed. 


Originally meetings were held on 
Tuesday noon, with the first one being 
held in the dining room of the Herring 
Cottage. When the Cottage closed its 
dining room Rotary moved to the home 
of Mrs. Hazel Dodd who at that time 
was serving meals to teachers. Mrs. 
Dodd, however, quit serving meals and 
the club was without an eating place 
until Mrs. Will Herring came to their 
rescue for a few months. Then the 
Commercial Cafe opened a dining room 
and Rotary met at the cafe. The club 
now meets on Monday noon at the Lin- 
coln Cafe. 


In the early days, more so than to- 
day, family picnics and ladies’ nights 
were often held. Many of these were 
held in the homes and on lawns and on 
at least one occasion, February 22, 1928 
in J. L. Driscoll’s funeral chapel. 


Early day minutes have disappeared, 
but there remain the minutes of Will P. 
Herring, who was secretary in the late 
20’s and early 30’s. Herring was the 
“Mr. Rotary” of Belle Plaine in his day. 
He was a strong believer in the Repub- 
lician party and classified all people 
in two categories—his close friends and 
his bitter enemies — there were no “in 
betweens” for Bill. His minutes were 
colored by his personal feelings. For 
example, he mentioned Frank Haupert’s 
classification as an auto dealer, and fol- 
lowed with the notation, ‘‘misclassed as 
auto dealer, he sells Fords.” Apparent- 
ly Mr. Herring had his prejudices about 
cars, too. Often in these minutes he 
wrote about importing a noted speaker 


A Legion Stag held at the first permanent home of the Legion (the Emerson School Building) was the scene of the above 


picture. 


Some of those identified are: Thurm Ealy, Choppy Nichols, R. Pyburn, E. Clear, Bob Bertsen, Jerry Goodman, 


'E. Hayek, J. Ellis, Ed Wehrman, Jess Jetitt, W. Magdetfrau, Walt Malcolm, R. McCoy, K. Longnecker, G. Silver, F. Iver- 
son, P. Letson, S. Kozik, Leonard Adams, P. Groszkruger, K. Frazell, R. Christman, N. Williams, S. Harris, J. Lahn, S. 
-Sankot, E. Blinkensop, Dr. Foote, G. Janes, O. C. Burrows, H.. Frese, V. Vifquain, G. Peterman. 
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| IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS 


A stove “way back when" required slavish attention, 
(The heat and the hard work we won't even mention) 
What a difference to let Reddy K. do your cooking, 

Things are done to a turn without your even looking! 


MOM DID HER BAKING LIKE THIS 


. . . but times have changed and we 


do it for her now. 


Many Styles of Bread and Pastry Baked Daily 


Danish Pastry, Wedding and Anniversary Cakes 


MOORE'S BAKERY 


Since 1945 Belle Plaine 
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Back in 1933 when the Belle Plaine Rotary Club was 14 years old, a ladies’ 
night was held in the banquet room above the Commercial Cafe. 


Guests of the 


evening were Rotarians and Rotary Anns from the Mt.Vernon-Lisbon Rotary 


: lub, a club which had been sponsored by the Belle Plaine organization. 


/Coach Garland Laiib produced football teams at Belle Plaine that were con- 


sistent winners of the South Iowa-Cedar league. 
clubs from such cities as Cedar Rapids, Waterloo and Newton. 


Non conference foes included 
Here is the 


(1935 squad. From left, first row: Walter Haloupek, William Rusk, Darrell Ward, 
Ray Vaughn, Russell Phelps, Hugh Gillen, Al Schrader, Brand, Wilson Kouba; 
second row: Lowell Smith, manager, Elmer Kent, Whitehead, Al Froning, Bob 
Allee, LeRoy Burnett, William Thiessen, Bob Burrows, Don Newland, Bob Dixon, 
Wesley Funk, Paul Fisher, Harry McGrew, manager; back row: Harlan Peters, 
Challen McCune, Russell Shields, Milford Whitehead, Richard Norby, Richard 
Allen, “Rocky” Carl, Ralph Esshom, Robert Payton, Tom Miller, Willard Sch- 


rader and Coach Lamb. 


for some occasion and ended with the 
notation, “anyway, the meal was good” 
Or some similar judgment. Above all 
Will Herring loved Rotary and it should 
be noted he loved it until the end. 

In 1937 one program was a question 
and answer affair. The moderator 
went around the room with his ques- 
tions and, after receiving an answer, 
the moderator went on to the next man. 
Herring’s turn came. He answered his 
question, sat down and the moderator 
continued. Suddenly there was a thud. 
The members turned around just in 
time to see Mr. Herring slump off his 
chair and onto the floor. Dr. Snitkay 
rushed to his side, but it was too late. 
Will P. Herring was dead. This was 
October 5, 1937. Members who knew 
Bill Herring were unanimous in the 
feeling, that had the Almighty given 
Will P. Herring the choice of a time 
and place in which to breath his last, 
Will would have chosen Rotary club. 

Although Rotary is not political, Ro- 
tarians are not beyond the realm of 
politics. So it is interesting to note 
that among the notables to visit the 


local club was James Good of Cedar 
Rapids, who for many years represent- 
ed this Congressional District in Wash- 
ington, D. C. On one such visit in 
January of 1920, the Rotarians pres- 
sured Congressman Good for letter car- 


BELIZ PLAINE (IOWA) HIGH SCHOOL 


7 


SOUTH IOWA=CEDAR LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 
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rier service for Belle Plaine, and re- 
ceived his promise that he would see to 
it. Carrier service was started here on 
October 1, 1920. 


Throughout the years since Novem- 
ber 1, 1919, the Belle Plaine Rotary 
Club as an organization has sponsored 
a number of things for the benefit of 
the community. Among these are: Boy 
Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, the 
annual Chautauqua, a boy to attend the 
American Legion Boys State, plants 
at Christmas time for shut-ins, toys for 
under priviliged children at Christmas 
and an annual banquet for the high 
school football players. In recent years 
in cooperation with the Iowa Crop Im- 
provement Association, it has sponsored 
the Annual Five-Acre Master Corn 
Growers Contest. In 1961 the local 
contest produced the state winner, Her- 
bert Vogel of Keystone, who had a 
yield of 169.23 bu. per acre. He plant- 
ed a Belle Plaine product, Funk Bros. 
Seed Company’s, Funk’s G-72. Rotary 
also encourages its members to be ac- 
tive in civic affairs. 

For many years the club has made it 
a practice to honor those to whom hon- 
or is due. Rotary has had a number of 
honorary members, the first of whom 
was Thomas Lawrence, a_ long-time 
merchant of Belle Plaine who was al- 
ready an elderly man when the club 
was formed in 1919. For many years, 
just before Memorial Day, Rotary had 
as its guests the Civil War and Spanish- 
American War veterans. The minutes 
seem to indicate that on at least one 
occasion, May 27, 1930, it entertained 
Dr. W. A. Vincent, Frank Kirner, Frank 
Shurtleff, Jack Elliott and George 
Ringler, all Union veterans; Douglas 
Ealy, a Confederate veteran who had 
served with Troop H. 3rd Tennessee 
Calvary, and Charles Bistricky, Belle 
Plaine’s last remaining Spanish-Ameri- 
can War veteran. 
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On March 1, 1929, Our Advertisement Read: 


Phone 297. Radiators and Bat- 
teries repaired, General: Repairing 
and Battery Service. STETTLER’S 
GARAGE & BATTERY STATION. 
' You folks over there at Luzerne, 
and you at Chelsea, Elberon, Irving, 
Keystone, Hartwick, Blairstown, 
yes, and you folks right here in Belle 
Plaine; I mean each and every one 
of you (kids and all), don’t tell me 
you’re not reading this, cause I know 
better. 

If you have never had your car 
in our place to have it repaired, your 
battery tested or charged, your tires 
fixed or new U.S. Royal Cords put on, 
it’s too bad. I am not blaming you 
though — it’s not your fault. I just 
haven’t been able to coax you in yet. 
Now, the next time you’re in town 
and happen to need some fixing 
done, drive in and try us, The very 
fact that we bestow upon you the 
honor of giving you a personal in- 
vitation to drive your car in our 
garage to have your brakes relined 
or some other repair work done 


should give you a world of satisfac- 
tion, Mr. Frank Kouba, prominent 
implement dealer at Luzerne, sells 
manure spreaders and as a special 
sales booster he gives a cent with 
every one he sells but you have to 
use it a time or two before you get 
the scent. 

Frank sold some farmer 12 chick- 
ens, but when crating them found 
one short, and having already ac- 
cepted payment for the said 12 
chickens, the farmer being at the 
grocer’s at present, Frank stole the 
neighbor’s parrot and put it in the 
crate, hoping he would get by with 
a fast one. The farmer, getting 
halfway home, heard something go- 
ing on and looking around saw 11 
chickens in a single file following 
him down the road, and the parrot 
on the back of the wagon shouting: 
“If any of you girls want to change 
your mind, you can get in and ride.” 

He turned around and led the pro- 
cession back to town and told Frank 
he didn’t want the chickens, as they 


le‘ve Gone from Tall Corn in 1929 = 


EN este mineny 


weren’t the right kind, and probably 
wouldn’t lay. Frank just grinned. 
We do a lot of work for him and he 
is a good booster. 


But Times Have Changed . . . Today We Say: 


TRAINING 


GUN DOGS ALL BREEDS 


For Pheasants, Ducks and Quail 


Where hard work and know how pay off. Get a world of 


fun and pleasure with a well trained retriever while hunting 


ducks—or with a pointing breed in the field on upland game. 


Home — HI 4-2267 


a 169 = 


Also BUY, SELL and EXCHANGE 


Retrievers and Pointing Breeds only 


NO PUPS PLEASE 


STETTLER 


TRAINING KENNELS 


H. W. STETTLER, Trainer, Handler 


DIAL 


Kennels — HI 4-2180 
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1928 girls’ basketball team. Top row: L. Sabroe, D. LaDage, E. Sabroe, D. 
Kouba; middle row: O. Wentz, H. Swain, Martha Peterman (center) Gertrude 
Yeager (coach), L. Cerny, A. House, R. Schoening; front: Lavonne Chvala (for- 
ward), Lucille Walton (guard), Dorethea Ringler (captain), Lillian Weed (guard), 


‘Marjorie Dolak (forward). 


| The club sends its president-elect 
to the Rotary International con- 
vention when it is held in the United 
States. On two occasions, in 1925 and 
again in 1952, its delegates traveled to 
foriegn countries. The first time was 
when O. C. Burrows attended the con- 
vention in Toronto, Canada, and the 
second time was when Mr. and Mrs. 
James Murphy and Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
McCrory attended the convention at 
Mexico City, Mexico. 

Although Belle Plaine was one of the 
first small cities to have a Rotary Club, 
the local club has been one of the most 
active in the district. This year at the 
annual spring conference held at Storm 
Lake, the club was honored by having 
one of its oldest members, John R. Bur- 
rows, named as governor of the 597th 
District of Rotary International. This 
is not only an honor to the Belle Plaine 
Club, but to John as well, for he has 
been one of the club’s hardest working 
and most active members. He is a 
past president of the club, and the only 
member who has kept a 100% attend- 
ance record throughout his years of 
membership. 

The present officers are: Richard 
Wright, president; Gay Argo, vice-pres- 
ident, and Russell Hecht, secretary-trea- 
surer. On July 1, Argo will take the 
gavel as president. 

We started this history with Rotary’s 
motto. We close it with Rotary’s Four 
Way test: 


First ... Is it the truth? 

Second ... Is it fair to all concerned? 

Third . . . Will it build good will for 
our business and better friendships for 
our people? 

Fourth . . . Will it be profitable for 
all concerned?—R. O. Burrows, Sr. 


Belle Plaine Lions Club 
The Belle Plaine Lions became a part 
of Lions International on April 21, 1947. 


There were 25 charter members. W. 
H. Magdefrau was the club’s first pres- 
ident, and Lyle G. Woods was the first 


secretary-treasurer. 


Since its formation, the local Lions 


_ club has been active in many civic af- 


fairs. They have done considerable 
work for the blind and many members 
have pledged their eyes to the “Iowa 
Lions Eye Bank” after their death so 
that “others may see” through corneal 
transplants. 


For several years the Lions have 
sponsored Midget and Pee-Wee baseball 
in Belle Plaine, a program designed for 
boys aged nine through fifteen. 


The Lions have sponsored several 
minstrel shows, a variety show, and 
have held light-bulb and broom sales to 
raise money to help carry out their pro- 
grams. The club is very grateful to the 
citizens of Belle Plaine and surrounding 
territory for the cooperation they have 
received on fund-raising activities. 


The Belle Plaine Lions Club has been 
instrumental in spreading Lionism 
throughout this area by sponsoring new 
Lions Clubs at Dysart, Blairstown and 
Victor. 


At the presant time there are 40 mem- 
bers in the local club and the president 
is Frank Hlavacek. The club’s motto is 
“We Serve.”—Cal Fullmer. 


Junior Chamber of Commerce 

Seven young men became interested 
in a Junior Chamber of Commerce or- 
ganization in Belle Plaine and on April 
24, 1952, Michael Bevins, R. O. Burrows, 
Jr., Joseph Drahos, James Formanek, 
Steven Malcolm, William Nichols and 
Richard Wright met with officers of the 
Young Men’s Bureau of Cedar Rapids. 

Charter night was held June 5, 1952, 


A Qa NAM ‘ 


SAN TUUY 


Belle Plaine Lions Club was chartered in 1947. Back row, left to right: Leonard - 
Fisher, Lynn Dankle, Bob Christman, Walter DuToit, Art Bird, E. R. Ehlen, Dr. 
J. P. Foote, Bill Holland, Don Hunt, Elmer Janes, Al Lahn, Willis Magdefrau, 
president; front row: Chal Winders, Lyle Woods, Bill Pyburn, Grant Silver, 
Milo Stok, Raleigh Johnson, Karl Longnecker, Earl Park, Fred Grantham, Mrs. 


Willis Magdefrau, seated. 
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OUR HOME TOWN 


Belle Plaine has been our home for the greater part of the last half of this century. In our 


twenty-six years in business handling Timken Heating and Air Conditioning Equipment, Frigid- 


aire Appliances, Shellane Bottled Gas, Water Softeners, Radios, Television Sets, Record Players, 


and Records, Small Appliances, and Gift Ware, we have made a large circle of friends. These 


friendships are the most precious possessions we have. 


This building was the only one left 
standing after the fire of July 28, 1894. 
We moved into this building in April, 1948, 
and this is still our place of business. This 
was first known as the Hathway building, 
owned for many years by Jake Harms 
and more recently by Harold Kelly. 


A lunch room was in the basement of 
the building along the sidewalk. With a 
strong glass you can read the “Lunch 
Room” over the back door. 


Picture was taken from top of the ele- 
vator on 9th Avenue, south side of tracks 
and east side of road. 


This picture shows the east side of main 
street looking west. This is a front view 
of our place of business and was taken 
from the roof of the Guthrie Auditorium 
on the northeast corner of 9th Avenue 
and 12th Street. The picture was taken 
in the early winter of 1894, about five 
months after the fire. The top of the C. & 
N.W. railway depot can be seen just over 
the top of the store and the next largest 
building to the right shows the upper 
stories of the Burley House. 


Cecelia Comer 
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men joined the i a 
ard Wright was elected ot ag a 
the Belle Plaine chapter. — 

the ten years of their Ristence 
_Jaycees have completed many pro- 
Ss for the betterment of Belle Plaine. 
ey have held “get out the vote” cam- 
paigns, made improvements in the 
South City Park, donated to Christmas 
baskets, held fishing derbies for chil- 


_brations. At the present time members 
are taking a very active part in pro- 
motion of the centennial. 
This year the Jaycees have made a 
“city-wide survey”, provided an elec- 
tronic scoreboard for the football 
field, are promoting an oral polio vac- 
cine project and are helping to sponsor 
the State Corn Picking Contest. 


In March, 1962, Don O’Brien, local 
president, was elected one of the six 
state vice presidents at the Marshall- 
town convention.—Don Hieftje. 


Chapter 17 


Here Comes 
The Train! 


The reason for Belle Plaine’s exist- 
ence was the railroad. Belle Plaine 
grew and thrived because of the rail- 

road. There was a time when many 
thought it would die because of the rail- 
road. But because it has had the 
strength and will to survive, Belle 
Plaine will celebrate its Centennial this 
year. 

The railroad meant a great deal to 
the pioneer settlers. It meant an end 
to the ordeal of hauling products 20 or 
30 miles to be sold. It meant that mail 
would arrive and depart in hours in- 
stead of weeks; it brought people and 
products to the isolated areas. It 
brought a flood of settlers where before 
only a trickle had arrived. 


dren and sponsored Fourth of July cele- 


Mi 


Top: The Cut, east of Belle Plaine. 


Bottom: View entering from the east, 
about 1900. 


A July, 1861, Dinsmore’s Railroad and 
Steam Navigation Guide, in the posses- 
sion of Robert Sadler of this city, shows 
the Chicago, Iowa and Nebraska stops 
between Clinton and Cedar Rapids as 
follows: Camanche, Low Moor, Rames- 
sa, DeWitt, Grand Mound, Calamus, 
Yankee River, Louden, Onion Grove, 
Mechanicsville, Lisbon, Mount Vernon, 
Bertram and Cedar Rapids. At the 
latter destination, the Western Stage 
Coach Company took passengers to all 
points west. At Clinton there was a con- 
nection by ferry and bridge at Little 
Rock Island with the Chicago, Fulton 
and Iowa Railroad which had a Chi- 
cago terminal. 


The original surveys of the Cedar 
Rapids and Missouri River Railroad 
were from Cedar Rapids to Sioux City 
but the line was finally constructed to 
Council Bluffs via Blatrstown and Belle 
Plaine, so the South Slope enjoyed rail 


Old 10-stall roundhouse with an early engine, probably in the 1870's. 
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facilities five or six years before the 
northern half of the county. Grants 
had been made in 1856 to four railroad 
companies to build across the state. 
After failing to build in the alloted time, 
the Iowa Central Air Line was obliged 


_ to give up an earlier grant to the Cedar 


Rapids and Missouri, which in time be- 
came a part of the Chicago & North 
Western. The first trains probably 
came into Belle Plaine late in 1863. In 
1864 the first round house was built 
with four stalls along the south side of 
the track between Seventh and Eighth 
Avenues. In 1869 this site was aban- 
doned and the ten-stall round house was 
built on the site now occupied by the 
Me Too Supermarket. In 1884 a 30-stall 
round house was built on the same spot. 


The 70-mile line south to Muchaki- 
nock was built in 1883 and continued in 
operation until 1957 and tracks were 
dismantled in 1958. The “pumpkin 
vine” saw some pretty exciting days in 
the years of its existence. One of the 
most famous towns it served was Bux- 
ton, which was at one time the largest 
unincorporated town in the country. It 
was the site of coal mines and at its 
peak, Buxton had a population of 6,000, 
mostly Negro. It boasted a six and a 
quarter million dollar payroll, all in 
gold. The “Buxton Wonders,” a Negro 
baseball team, had a keen rivalry with 
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W. A. Rusk on engine No. 1814. 
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A Complete Line of 


BEAUTY SERVICES 


WE NEED YOUR HEAD IN OUR BUSINESS 


CREATIVE HAIR FASHIONS FOR WOMEN WHO CARE 


SEVEN LOCAL SALONS READY TO SERVE YOU 


BEAUTY NOOK FERN’S BEAUTY SHOP 
Lois Sherwood Fern Powers 
HI 4-2865 HI 4-2485 
STYLE BEAUTY SHOP KING BEAUTY SALON 
Donna Ford Ruby Overturf 
HI 4-2968 HI 4-2083 


MARGARET’S BEAUTY SHOP MARILYN’S BEAUTY SHOP 


Margaret Tatge Marilyn Coover 
HI 4-2140 Hl 4-2257 


BETH’S BEAUTY SALON 


Beth VanHorbeck 
HI 4-2401 
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zast train from Hartwick to Belle 

laine, taken July 16, 1959, by Horace 
‘McLennan, who rode on that trip. En- 
‘gincer was Archie Henry, Conductor 
was Hugh Gillen. 


the Belle Plaine team and when con- 
tests took place between the two, the 
coal town chartered one or two special 
trains, took their 60-piece ragtime band 
and their bankrolls, and went to town! 


Buxton began to decline in 1912 when 
a new mine was opened at Bucknell. 
When the demand for coal began to 
drop, the death knell sounded for that 
area. In 1927 announcement was made 


that the whole mining project would be 


dropped, and Buxton became a memory. 
The Belle Plaine Semi-Centennial fea- 
tured a Belle Plaine-Buxton baseball 
game and those who remember the 
occasion laugh and shake their heads 
and comment, “Boy, you should have 
seen those people dance after the ball 
game”. 


As a division town between Clinton 
and Boone in 1894, Belle Plaine boasted 
a railroad payroll of over 300, and the 
cash value of this number of paychecks 
ran to over $300,000 annually. 

In 1901, the line north (lowa and Min- 
nesota Division of the Chicago & North 
Western Railway) through Irving was 
built and it continues to operate to the 
present day, although on a _ reduced 
scale. 

Belle Plaine was the division point 
for the Eastern Iowa Division and the 
Iowa and Minnesota Division. These 
included Clinton to Boone, Ames to Des 
Moines, Jewell Junction Line, Clinton 
Anamosa Line, Stanwood Tipton Line 
and Belle Plaine to Buxton, and Belle 
Plaine to Sanborn. In 1897 division 
headquarters moved to Boone, but in 
1910 the headquarters moved back, 
along with the accounting division, 
which made a greater concentration of 
railway employees than ever before. 
Thirty trains a day ran on the north- 
south line and 50 a day on the main 
line. There were 45 frieght crews alone 
in Belle Plaine. In the early 20’s these 
headquarters were again moved out of 
Belle Plaine, and since that time, the 
number of railway employees has stead- 
ily diminished until today there are 
probably less than 60 where there once 
were 500. By 1955, changeover to dies- 
el engines was completed and in 1960 
all passenger service on the North Wes- 


: pe fy 
tern was discontinued. The era of the 


puffing, smoking, chugging trains was _ 
over. One has only to gather a few rail- 


road men together to witness the friend- 


ly camaraderie which was a part of life 


when they worked together and relaxed 
together. Memories of the days when 
farmers and children along the right- 
of-way waved to the friendly engineer 
and crew, and had that greeting re- 
turned, are still cherished by countless 
people who remember the days when 
the railroad was king in Belle Plaine. 


Railroad Labor Unions 
More than 20 individual labor unions 
represent employees of various crafts 
and classifications in matters dealing 
with wage rates and working condi- 


ane? 


epitia SF 45 


Fs tea hs. 


View of the yards from the west, prob- 
ably around 1900. 


tions. For many years there were 
members of most of these unions em- 


Top: 1923 View of the yards from the Seventh Avenue crossing. 


Bottom: This is how the depot areas used to look. Remember the tower at the 


crossing (upper right corner)? 
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Early picture of E. D. Funk, Sr., and his four sons. 
Mr. Funk, Lafayette, Paul, Theodore, and E. D. Funk, Jr. 


E. D. FUNK, Sr., BROOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 


YESTERDAY 
L-R: 
’ center. 


TODAY 


(Recent picture of the four sons with R. J. Laible in the 
Left to right: Lafayette, Secretary; Paul, Director; 


R. J. Laible, Vice President; Theodore, Treasurer, and E. D. 


Funk, Jr., President. 
In the late 90's, E. D. Funk, Sr. inspired 


by the agricultural techniques he learned in Europe - - - organized the Funk Family to carry on ex- 
tensive work in seed improvement. 


OVER HALF CENTURY 
OF PROGRESS 


1892: 


1902: 


1903: 


1907: 


1915: 


1922: 


ALWAYS NO.I GRADE 


FUNK’S 90 DAY CORN ... A cross between an improved early corn 
“Pride of the North” from Minnesota and a Funk’s ‘early selection. 
In no sense a hybrid as we know hybrids today, Funk’s 90-Day estab- 
lished the principle of combining unrelated strains as a step in im- 
provement. This blasted the belief that seed corn was no good when 
shipped more than overnight from the site where it was grown. 


Funk Bros. Seed Co. Incorporated. 


First experiments in inbreeding by making hand pollinations. By 
1907 the company had tested over 20,000 individual ears of corn. 


Funk’s Yellow Dent ... The Wonder of Wonders in the World of Corn. 
This was a result of improved selecting techniques. 


Dr. James “Jim” Holbert, a young Purdue graduate, became associated 
with Funk Bros. Seed Co. and was given the life assignment “to breed 
a better strain of corn”. 


Funk’s Pure Line Double Cross 250 . . . an early double cross hybrid 
which became the leading seed corn of the company. ; 


Belle Plaine, Iowa 


sl 1S 


Funk Bros. Seed Co. 


Dr. James “Jim” Holbert, outstand- 
ing contributor to the development 
of hybrid corn. Born July 18, 1890. 
Died February 7, 1957. 


Dr. Earl Sieveking, Manager of Hy- 
brid Corn Division for Funk Bros. 
Seed Co. and Associates, joined the 
company in 1928. 
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LATE 4 


Engine explosion, about 1925. 


ployed in Belle Plaine, who contributed 
greatly to the growth and activity of 
the area. At the present time, railroad 
activity in Belle Plaine has been ma- 


terially curtailed, but many members - 


or former members of these unions still 
reside in Belle Plaine and the following 
is but a brief outline concerning the 
unions which, so far as we know, still 
have active members here. 


Brotherhood of Railroad Signalmen 

This union was organized in 1902. It 
is international in scope and has con- 
tracts covering wages and working con- 
ditions with all major railroads in the 
United States and Canada. The Bro- 
therhood represents the railroad em- 
ployees who construct and maintain 
automatic: signals, train control, cen- 
tralized traffic control, interlocking 
plants, highway crossing protection 
and many similar devices. 

Local 43 of this Brotherhood was or- 
ganized in 1915. The first local presi- 
dent was William C. Ford. William 
Shinner was first local chairman and 
Ira Fisher was secretary-treasurer. 

In later years Mr. Fisher became an 
international vice president of the Bro- 
therhood, after serving various terms 
as local chairman, general chairman 
on the Chicago & North Western Rail- 
way, trustee of Grand Lodge, Grand 
Lodge representative in Washington, 
D.C., and later in New York City. While 
vice president his headquarters were in 


Chicago, and for-atime, in Belle Plaine, 


He represented the Brotherhood in 


labor relations of all character with 


railroad management and various fed- 


eral tribunals in all parts of the United 
States and Canada.—Ira Fisher. 


acT. 6-08 
BRYAN». BELLE PLAING 1A 


William Jennings Bryan in Belle Plaine, 
1908. 


Harding funeral train, G.A.R. honor 
guard at right, August of 1923. 


ERS ea ae a 


Wreck at Ealy crossing, July of 1907. 


R-1 engine with Charles Cox, engineer, I. F. Weed, fireman, and George Sponik. 
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Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way 
Employees 

The Brotherhood of Maintenance of 
Way employees was formed in 1887 and 
the local Lodge 381 received its char- 
ter in 1918, with A. B. Cramer, presi- 
dent; Joe Zimmerman, vice president, 
and A. G. Hall, secretary-treasurer. Two 
charter members are still living, A. B. 
Cramer and Joe Peck, Jr. Present of- 
ficers are: Charles Formanek, Keith 
Long and Sam Zimmerman. 

This group of railroad employees are 
often referred to as the “shock troops 
of the railroad,” for it is their job to 
keep safe the tracks, trestles, bridges 
and buildings. You have often seen 
them putt-putting down: the track on 
a motor car or working in groups re- 
newing ties, placing rail, or dangling 
from railroad bridges and structures 
with paint brushes or tools in hand. The 
work of the maintenance of way man is 
hazardous. In addition to the ordinary 
dangers that beset the worker who uses 
tools and machines, he must often work 
in high places, on bridges, trestles and 
structures. Usually his work is done 
under the hazards of train traffic on 
the main line, where he must keep a 
sharp lookout for trains, or in busy 
railroad yards where the switching of 
cars is constantly going on. The pri- 
mary purpose of the organization is to 
safeguard and promote the interests of 
its members and their families, and the 
Brotherhood holds contracts covering 
wages and conditions with all Class I 
railroads and 98 percent of the short 
lines. Sam Zimmerman is a member of 
the Joint Protective Board of the Bro- 
therhood for the C&NW System and is 
the secretary of its executive board.— 
Sam Zimmerman. 


Order of Railroad Telegraphers 
The Order of Railroad Telegraphers 
was formed by a group of 24 telegraph- 
ers led by A. D. Thurston. Its purpose 
is to unite the employees in the rail- 
road industries engaged in the trans- 
mission or receiving of communications 
in the movement of trains. The mem- 
bership at this time is numbered in 
the thousands. Older railroad employ- 
ees can recall when there were at least 
12 members of the telegraphers union 
working the clock around daily in Belle 
Plaine. There are now two fulltime 
and one two days a week telegraphers 

working at this point.—Joe Tague. 


Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen 

The Brotherhood of Railroad Train- 
men was organized September 23, 1883, 
at Oneonta, New York, and the present 
membership is 189,192. 

Local No, 212 was organized by S. E. 
Wilkinson, as H. C. MaHanna Lodge, 
at Belle Plaine on May 4, 1886, and had 
20 charter members. Present member- 
ship is 27 with Max Rusk as president, 
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T et Fonks Cathe To Belle Plaine 


In 1935 Fred McCulloch 


a long time friend of E. D. Funk, Sr., was 
sent the seed parent to produce Funk’s 
220L. Fred called upon Lewis L. Falck, 
Vo Ag Instructor of Belle Plaine High 
School, to do the detasseling. For the 
next two years these two men were As- 
sociate Producers, raising Funk’s G-Hy- 
brids. 


Fred McCulloch — Farmer - Lewis L. Falck, Manager of 
Grower. Born Dec. 31, 1872, lowa-Minnesota Operations 


died Oct. 14, 1956. of Funk 


1938: 


We 


1939: 


1940: 
One room school house con- 


verted to a dryer by Mr. Mc- 
Culloch. ers 


1944: 
1946: 
1948: 


1949: 


Belle Plaine Plant and office 
during early 40's. 


ALWAYS NO.1 GRADE 


Funk Bros. Seed Co. 
Belle Plaine, Iowa 


Bros. Seed Co. 


Towa-Minnesota Operations A Reality: 


Lewis L. Falck. started work with Funk Bros. Seed Company and 
began the development of the present Iowa-Minnesota Operations. 
During this year, 250 acres of seed were produced at Belle Plaine 
and hauled to Mason City, Illinois, for drying and processing. 


Grew . 


Iowealth plant, Muscatine, Iowa, leased as dryer and for storage. 
Belle Plaine Canning Factory also leased for storage. 


Purchased Palmer Bros. Foundry, the present site of our Main 
plant and office building. 


Constructed elevator and dryer adjoining the main plant. 


Second dryer constructed along 11th Street between 6th and 7th 
avenues. 


6,000 bushel Dryer constructed on Tom Palmer property N.E. corner 
of 7th Avenue and 11th Street. 


Purchased the Hemp Plant at Traer, Iowa, converting facilities to 
storage and drying. 


Purchased the Legion property, formerly Emerson School. Con- 
structed first half of Dryer No. 8. Erected quonset-type ware- 
house on the Trueblood & Wyman property, S.W. corner of 7th 
Avenue and 11th Street. Also erected another quonset warehouse 
east of Dryer No. 8. Foundation dryer was also constructed at 
this time at Emerson School. 


HYBRID 
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Trouble on the turntable. 


L. A. McGrew, secretary-treasurer and 
Elmer L. Rusk as local chairman. 
The following are retired members: 
Fabian Catron, Charles Chess, Herman 
Dierks, Joseph Drahos, Sr., Dewey E. 
Ealy, Leo E. Eddy, William R. Fer- 
guson, Elmer R. Rusk, George D. Rusk, 
Walter Shields, Edward Tehan, Thomas 
F. Zimmerman. Working members are: 
DeLoss Allen, John Beck, Maurice 
Burns, Robert H. Gillen, Hugh Gillen, 
William A. Haloupek, Marvil McElroy, 
Lawrence McGregor, LeRoy McGrew, 
Leonard Pasler, Cletus Rusk, Max L. 
Rusk, Elmer L. Rusk, James Stutzman 
and George Wisner.—Elmer Rusk. 


Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 

The Brotherhood of Locomotive En- 
gineers is the oldest transportation la- 
bor organization in North America. Be- 
fore the date of its organization, May 
of 1863, locomotive engineers suffered 
abominable working conditions, often 
working a 24-hour day. The union’s old- 
est working agreement dates back to 
1875. The Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers was a pioneer in the field of 
union insurance, spearheaded the drive 
to reduce the working day to 16 hours, 
and later eight hours, and played a 
leading roll in obtaining the passage 
of the Railroad Retirement Act in 1937. 

There is no longer a local union be- 
longing to this group, due to the de- 
crease in railroad personnel. — J. M. 
McCune. 


Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen 
and Enginemen 
Local 311, Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen and Enginemen of Belle 
Plaine, was issued its charter April 18, 
1886. Some of the early members and 


officers were: C. M. Blair, D. L. Hart- 
sell, G. H. Wills, W.. A. Knight, H. U. 
Dodd, R. Condon, William Elliott, John 
Henry and H. R. Richardson. In order 
to maintain its charter, the local group 
now combines with Mason City since 
the number of firemen and enginemen 
has declined greatly. Present officers 
are: L. E. Collum, E.:E. Eyler, W. A: 
Rusk and Randall Williams. — Randall 
Williams. 


Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen’s 
Auxiliary 


The Brotherhood of Railroad Train- 
men’s Auxiliary was organized in Fort 
Gratiot, Michigan, January 23, 1889. On 
April 9, 1899, the April 149 Lodge was 
organized in Belle Plaine. Twenty-two 
names appear on the charter. At the 


present time only three of these charter 


members are living: Stella Howland, 
Eva Walton and Anna Ruck. Other char- 


ter members were: Lizzie Allen, Clara 
E. Bromley, Jennie Brown, Lydia Dono- 
van, Margaret Grady, Alice Hewitt, Ly- 
dia Hall, Mary Kinsell, Ollie McCune, 
Annie M. Morrison, Sadie Ogilvie, Julia 
Feregory, Mary E. Smith, Effie Thomp- 
son, May Walker, Jennie M, Wright, 
Laura E. Wright. Mary Wright and 
Ethel W. Yerian. 


‘ 


Grand Lodge 50-year pins for contin- 
uous membership have been awarded 
to Margaret Grady, Mollie Walton, 
Josie Reese, Besse Hall, Anna Mc- 
Kee, Mabel Benner, Emily Smith and 
Mary Sullivan.—Mabel Benner. 


The Chicago & North Western Club 

The Chicago & North Western Club 
was organized during World War I with 
100 members. At present there are 70 
members. The purpose of the club is 
mutual service. The first president was 
Mrs. Harry Allstrand, followed by Mrs. 
Margaret Sellers, Mrs. Amelia Westing- 
house, Mrs. G. W. Yavorsky and Mrs. 
J. M. McCune. Active members of the 
club at the beginning were: Mesdames 
Harv McCune, William McPherson. 
Grace Schuchert, Russell Alexander, 
Monte Wagner, Stockwell, George Bax- 
ter, Noack, Tracy, T. B. Kelsey, Fred 
Ryan, George Henry, F. C. Crocker, 
Dell Anderson and John Sullivan. 


Club projects - include baskets of 
fruit and cards sent to the ill and dona- 
tions to all worthwhile organizations 
in the community. During World War 
II monthly checks were sent to Schick 
hospital for recreational use. Members 
also knitted sweaters and made articles 
of clothing for servicemen.—Marian 
Janss. 


1956 group of retired railroad men. 


Weed, Fabian Catron, Sam Ealy, Rex Rusk, W. C. 


held by Mr. Kuelper. 


Front row, left to right: 
Pokorney, Jake McCune, Ben Yount, Bennett Olds, Ira Benner, Harold England, 
George Kuelper, Herman Dierks; back row: Art Carlson, Fay Zimmerman, Ira 


Ed Lewis, Joe 


Lawrence. Cynthia Gillen 


THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY LADIES AUXILIARY TO BROTHERHOOD OF RAILROAD TRAINMEN 
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More Facilities - - 
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1950: Added two more quonset warehouses. 
Our Plant at Traer, lowa 
4952: Second half of Dryer No. 8 constructed. 


1955: Constructed another Dryer at Traer. 


1959: Purchased Pirkl property along 8th Street. Con- 
structed our new warehouse. 


1960: Constructed new Dryer on Pirkl property rear 
of Dryer No. 8 and new warehouse. 


Dryer 8 located on old Emerson 
School Property 


More Employees - - 
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Funk Bros. Seed Co. 


Belle Plaine, Iowa 
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- 
The February snowstorm of 1936 made 
quite a problem for the railroad. 


Chapter 18 


Is This 
Kellar’s Chain? 


Every town has its “might have 
beens.” The Kellar Brothers described 
in this article were a fine example of 
pioneer ingenuity and resourcefulness. 


James Miskel Kellar was born near 
Columbus, Ohio, December 15, 1838. In 
about 1855 his parents brought the 
family to Iowa, finally settling south- 
east of Luzerne on what is now the Har- 
ry Drahos farm. Miskel started farming 
nearby and also did mason and carpen- 
ter work and surveying. He taught 
school several winter terms which was 
the only time many young men went 
_to school. One of his pupils was Ann 
Trueblood, whom he later married on 
October 30, 1868. His brother, Martin 
Luther Kellar, preached in Irving and 


J. M. Kellar 
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Section of chain identified as the one 
invented by the Kellar Brothers. 


at times Miske! took over the sermon 
when his brother was not able. Miskel 
was a peaceable man who studied many 
scientific and technical books. I ex- 
amined two that were owned by him. 
One was on physics and mechanics, 
and the other on geology. I also saw 
a large notebook he had filled with sur- 
veying records, three “Certificates of 
Merit” cards which he had awarded to 
Ann Trueblood for three consecutive 
years, and a letter he had written to 
the editors of a set of books in which he 
challenged a mechanical explanation in 
Volume 18. Miskel and Luther changed 
the spelling of their last name to avoid 
other Kellers getting any of their mail. 


The Kellar Brothers spent most of 
their spare time in their father’s shop 
experimenting and inventing. At times, 
when they were working on something 
they considered important, they would 
hire a man to do the farm work. They 
invented a reaper, and on October 8, 
1867, were granted a patent. They call- 
ed it the ‘Harvester Rake.” It featured 
a round grain platform, a circular cut- 
ter and a rake-arm which would revolve 
when desired to bring the grain back 
to be bound by hand. They were offered 
$10,000 for the patent rights but evi- 
dently thought they could make more 
by having it manufactured. Probably 
not enough were sold to even pay the 
inventing and patent costs, because 
other improved harvesters were soon 
on the market. 
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I have interviewed 22 persons from 
this community and have written the 
following to agree with what they recol- 


lect hearing about Kellar’s chain. The — 


average age of these people is 74 with 
three over 90. 


In about 1873, Miske] and Luther Kel- 
lar were working on an improved har- 
vester, with financial assistance from 
the Trueblood family. Leather belts 
were used to convey power, but they 
stretched and slipped and caused diffi- 
culties. The crude  non-detachable 
chain known in those days had proven 
unsatisfactory, because it wore and 
broke and could only be repaired by a 
blacksmith. 


The Kellar Brothers believed they 
could make an endless chain which 
could be repaired in the field. It is 
believed that the first chain they in- 
vented had open links with no hooks, 
connected by a closed link with hooks 
on each end. It worked reasonably 
well on the sprocket wheels of those 
days. However, these brothers who 
were now working to improve a second 
harvester, were quick to see that their 
chain needed to be improved. 


Several persons interviewed describe 
another chain which they believe was 
Kellar’s. It had every link open so 
that a sprocket wheel could be made 
with twice as many sprockets or cogs. 
This chain could take more wear and 
strain without running off the sprockets, 
and worked much better on smaller 
sprocket wheels. The chain had hooks 
which required prying open and pound- 
ing back down to repair it, but repairs 
could be made in the field. The story 
goes that this last chain was kept in 
the loft to prevent others from seeing 
it, although on occasions it may have 
been shown to some. 


During this same time another man 
from Belle Plaine, by an almost unbe- 
lievable coincidence, also made detach- 
able links. He applied on January 31, 
1874, and was granted a patent Sep- 
tember 1, 1874, on ‘“driving-chain links” 
notched on one side and “constructed 
with coupling hooks,” so that by sliding 
one link off the side of the next it 
could be detached. This malleable link 
which we still know today was the 
basis of a tremendous industrial empire. 

Many people believe that Kellars 
were first to complete a practical chain, 


and that they might have done great 


things with it had they been able to 
perceive that the chain alone had 
enormous value. 

These brothers perfected their chain 
to help in the development of an im- 
proved harvester. They did not receive 
any financial return for their chain 
because of the one already patented. 
They were much in debt and it took 
several years to repay these loans. In 
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To Produce 


| Yesterday . . . we brought YOU 


Funk's G-235 Funk’s G-33 Funk’s G-94 
Funk’s 546. Funk’s G-66 Funk’s G-114 
p Funk’s G-212 Funk’s G-37 - Funk’s G-29 
| | Funk’s G-55. Funk’s G-169 Funk’s G-16A 
| Today spopers in we bring YOU 
Funk’s G-34 Funk‘s G-72 
Funk’s G-75A Funk’s G-83 


These dependable favorites for Belle Plaine and surrounding area 


PLUS other new maturities for the rest of our lowa-Minnesota territories. 


Tomorrow ... we will bring YOU 
Even Greater G-Hybrids . . . 
More Facilities . . . 


More Employees oa 


Funk Bros. Seed Co. 


Belle Plaine, Iowa 


ALWAYS NO.1 GRADE 
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er to gain some financial return, 
they made a few of these improved har- 
vesters on which they applied their own 
chain, but it took them two days just to 
make one wheel. Soon the chain patent 
and other harvester patents prevented 
them from continuing to make 
harvesters. 


_ Inany case, it is certain that at least 
one and possibly as many as four ver- 
sions of this type of chain were devel- 
oped in the Belle Plaine area at that 
time. The chain which received the 
patent and its many improvements, 
played a vital role in industrial devel- 
opment around the world, the import- 
ance of which is impossible to calculate. 


_ The Kellars soon became widely sep- 
arated. Luther took his family to Ok- 
lahoma and Miskel went to Arkansas 
to find a home in a more moderate 
climate. He died of yellow fever July 
11, 1883, before arrangements had been 
completed for his family to join him. 
He probably took his records and data 
from his inventions and experiments 
along. Although search was made in 
later years, nothing could be found.— 
Louis Winslow. 


Chapter 19 


The Fourth Estate— 
Newspapers in 
Belle Plaine 


Belle Plaine Union 

Belle Plaine has been favored with 
many newspapers in its day. The Ben- 
ton County Banner and later The Belle 
Plaine Transcript were forerunners of 
The Belle Plaine Union and they were 
established in 1866. Mr. Weiting, owner 
of The Transcript, sold the paper to 
W. W. Yarhan and William Nixon and 
thereafter the paper passed to S. S. 
Farrington who materially improved it. 
D. H. Frost was the next proprietor and 
he changed the name to The Belle 
Plaine Union. George Lee was an early 
editor, and Alexander Calvert had con- 
trol for some seven years. Fred Brown 
changed the name to the Every Other 
Daily Union and it was published on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. H. 
Roy Mosnat followed Mr. Calvert and 
changed The Union to a semi-weekly 
publication. The next owner, Charles 
Noble, sold The Union to O. C. Bur- 
rows in 1910 and under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Burrows and his sons, 
Robert, John, and Richard, the paper 
has grown in circulation and has im- 
proved in every phase of its operation. 
O. C. Burrows died in 1952 and the pa- 
per’s management passed to his sons. 
In the fire of 1894 The Union did not 
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1915 shop of the Union office. Tom Howard at Linotype, Ralph Miller and Bob 


Burrows, Sr., behind. 


“miss a day of publication although its 


entire plant was destroyed. Another 
fire in 1931 resulted in a move from 
the southwest corner of Eighth Avenue 
and Thirteenth Street to the east side 
of the present location. At this loca- 
tion The Union has expanded consider- 
ably with the addition of the latest 
equipment. 

In 1943 The Union purchased The Ga- 
zette and since that time has been the 
sole newspaper in Belle Plaine. It is 
published weekly. Burrows Publish- 
ing Company also does a large volume 
of business in job printing and since 
the addition of pictures to its paper has 


enjoyed considerable trade in that 
field. R.O. Burrows, Sr. is editor, John 
Burrows is advertising and business 
manager, Richard Burrows is mechani- 
cal superintendent, and R. O. Burrows, 
Jr., city editor. 
Belle Plaine Review 
The Belle Plaine Review was founded 
in October of 1874 by Sereno S. Far- 
rington, a former owner of The Union. 
The newspaper enjoyed considerable 
popularity and was the official city pa- 
per during some of the years of its 
existence. 
The Democrat Herald 
The Democrat Herald was founded 


The Democrat-Herald office was located in the old Opera House on Ninth Avenue. 
The staff about 1910 left to right: Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Slack, Helen Bach Harder, 
Mary Rathje, Cora Janes Deere, Florence Slack. 
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[MORE COMFORT; 


The carefully tail- 
ored-to-fit instal- 
lation of every 
Green Colonial 
furnace . . . assures you of more 
home comfort. Every room stays just 
right . . . with lower fuel costs and 
longer trouble-free operation. See 
us right away. 


Green Colonial Furnaces 
Sales — Service — Installation 
Oil — Gas — Coal 
Free Estimates 
Service on All Makes 
Air Conditioning—Gutter & Spouting 


American Standard 
Plumbing Fixtures 


Orlyn Wiese Plg. & Htg. 


HI 4-2097 
1701 11th Ave., Belle Plaine 


MANY THINGS HAVE HAPPENED 
in 


Belle Plaine's 
100 Years 


BUT ONE OF THE BEST IS 


x PAU 
OE SA SUNDAES MA 


ice col D ROOT BEER 


PAUL'S DRIVE IN 


WHERE YOU GET THOSE DELICIOUS 
MALTS SANDWICHES 
SHAKES FRENCH FRIES 
DRINKS CANDY & CONES 


j CATTLE OILER.. 


| @ Now, rid your cattle of the costly fly problem the 
-easy, automatic way .. . with Original Insec-Ta-Kator. 
| This all-new cattle oiler will automatically control flies, 
/ lice, mange and ticks, help groom your cattle and boost 
daily gains. 


Cattle free of lice, ticks and flies gain %4-% lb. more 
per head daily than infested cattle. Think what this 
means to you .. . 25-50 EXTRA pounds per day with 100 
head. In a matter of days, these extra gains will pay 
for the Original Insec-Ta-Kator. 


: Cattle can’t break it. Cattle can’t be bruised. 


Cedar Valley Distributing Co. 


Vinton, lowa 


BOB HOLST, Salesman 


Hickory 4-2692 Belle Plaine 
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py G. M. Meyers and had its 

1s as a weekly called The 
Plaine Herald. The publication 
an unfortunate history of fires, one 


x 


. nding, and a second when the fire 


bu Ae district. Meyers was bought 
out by C. N. Whitacre who sold to C. V. 
Walz. Harvey Slack bought the paper 
‘in 1901 and it became the Democrat 
Herald. Dr. J. A. Williams had a fi- 
‘nancial interest in the paper which he 
relinquished and in 1908 W. P. Haley 
became associated with Mr. Slack. In 
1919 the interests of The Herald were 
purchased by O. C. Burrows, owner 
of The Belle Plaine Union. 


Belle Plaine Gazette 

The Belle Plaine Gazette was started 
in the early twenties by W. G. Woods 
who came here from Colo. It was 
located in the basement of the Corn 
Belt building until 1943 when it was 
purchased by and consolidated with 
The Union. Lyle Woods, editor, worked 
for The Union for a period of years 
after the consolidation, as did other 
members of The Gazette staff. 

One has only to scan early issues of 
any of the papers to realize that there 
have been tremendous changes in the 
newspaper field. The issues of 50 years 
ago are considerably more plain in 
language and outspoken in views than 
are the papers today. The news now 
is entirely local whereas early news- 
papers devoted much more space to 
news of national import. Advertising 
and pictures have changed. the entire 
appearance of newspapers. While we 
may have lost a good deal of the more 
colorful aspects of the early newspa- 
pers we have gained much more by 
way of community service. The news- 
paper today is the center of community 
interest and provides services scarcely 
dreamed of even 50 years ago. 


Chapter 20 


This Younger 
Generation 
. . - 60 Years Ago 


Polonius’ advice to his son, Laer- 
tes, in “Hamlet” was no more sound 
then the advice offered by D. A. Ken- 
nedy at an Old Settler’s gathering 
at Koszta in June of 1903, and pub- 
lished in The Belle Plaine Union: 

“President Sullenbarger opened the 
exercises with a burst of eloquence 
which soared up among the branches 
of the trees, and was followed by D 
A. Kennedy, who responded for the old 
settlers with an interesting paper of 


h took place two years after its | 


Home of J. G. Van Meter, about 1900, 1703 Eighth Avenue. 


reminiscences. Mr. Kennedy was at 
one time teacher of the Koszta school. 

“Mr. Kennedy addressed the chair 
and told of his early arrival in this 
part of the country, his teaching 
experiences, businesses, marriage, Civil 
War enlistment, and eventual return 
to this part of Iowa to live in Dover, 
Guinnville, and eventually Belle 
Plaine: ‘I have wandered today 
through the grove and over the places 
of many of these early scenes. The 
sturdy oaks and walnut trees are gone 
and a younger growth has taken 
their places. Gone also are most of the 
pioneer settlers and a younger gener- 
ation has taken their places. In most 
cases the old homesteads have passed 
into the hands of strangers. Yet 
there remain a few of the old, with 
many of the young of that day who 
have grown old; little boys and girls 


that used to climb upon my knees are 
now grandparents. 

I greet you today with 
It does my heart good 


“Friends, 
pleasure. 


ee 


nea I 


a¢ 


Ti fi 


to clasp your hands and _ look into 
your faces and it will be a feast to 
talk over olden times and review the 
events of early life when we used the 
old wooden mole board plow, harrowed 
the ground with a wooden toothed har- 
row, made out of the crotch of a tree, 
brushed in our small grain with a 
brush, planted our corn with a hoe 
and tilled it with a single shovel plow. 
gathered our grain with the reaphook 
or cradle, thrashed it with the flail, or 
tramped it out with the horses or ox- 
en. When we made lye. hominy, and 
pumpkin butter, and had for a rarity 
crab. apples cooked in sorghum: when 
flaxbrake and scutching board were 
common articles of industry, when the 
spinning wheel, the quill wheel, and 
the loom were common articles used 
in almost every household; the cook- 
stove a thing unknown, when there 
was not an oil lamp in existence; 
when we sat by the fireside in even- 
ings shelling corn by hand or grating 
it on a tin grater to get meal for our 
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Early view of 1502 Fifth Avenue, former home of F. H. Emrich family. 
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~HRABAK’S 


uneral 
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Home 


i Dignified, Considerate Service 


An Answer To Every Need 


Serving all Faiths since 1934 


Serving you 


24 hours daily 


Kenneth Hrabak 


DIRECTOR 
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Phone HI 4-2240 
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1900 view of G. M. Silver, Ray Busher and E. R. Ehlen homes. 


breakfast. We parched corn, crack- 
ed nuts and told stories and riddles 
for our amusements, listening to the 
hum of the spinning wheel, or the thud 
of the loom, until forced to bed so 
that mother could sew up a rent in 
our shirt, or put a patch on the heel 
of our pants; when the railroads and 
telegraph were unknown, sewing ma- 
chines unthought of, reapers, harves- 
ters and threshers something that the 
mind of man had not conceived, when 
we used the old dipped tallow candle or 
the old rag wick with grease in a dish 
for a light, the earth not being tap- 
ped for oil or the lightning harnessed 
to do man’s bidding. 


“Then the wolf bayed at the cabin 
doors and the owl hooted from the 
ridge pole. Those were the days of our 
early lives and we were happy. Our 
chief sports were running, jumping and 
wrestling, with an occasional game 
of old cat or bull pen. Those were 
the days when people had to econo- 
mize. The present generation knows 
but little of the lives of the pioneers 
of our own country; many would be 
surprised were I to tell you that my 
friend Tom Clark and myself were 
married in the same suit of clothes 
although he was married in the spring 
of ’53 and I in the fall of ’54 and I 
doubt if either of us has ever worn a 
finer suit of clothes since that time. 
After Tom was married he thought he 
had no further use for the fine clothes; 
therefore he sold them to me; they 
were good ones he had brought west 
with him. Well, I am glad that the 
present and rising generations do not 
have to undergo the privation that 
was the lot of their ancestors; but I 
am not glad that so many of them do 
not have to labor, for honest labor in 
my estimation, is the greatest blessing 
conferred on humanity. Nothing that 
is great or good has ever been ac- 
_ complished without diligent labor, 


either mental or physical, usually both 
combined. From the _ hard-handed 
sons and daughters of toil have all 
of the great men and women of the 
nation arisen and all of the great 
achievements of the -world been ac- 
complished, and upon that class of 
people the future prosperity and wel- 
fare of the nation depends for its 
perpetuation and welfare in the future. 


“But little can be expected of the 
fashionable young lady that spends 
her time solely for pleasure, that 
lays in bed till noon and then gets up 
snapping and snarling at her mother 
because she called her too soon; and 
much less of the dudish young man 
that has no time for the advice of his 
parents; he calls his father the old 
man and his mother the old woman; his 
highest ambition is to puff a cigaret, 


[7s \ » ine eh, | v7 — ; aa = 


swear big oaths, loiter around base- 
ball games, and other equally unbene- 


ficial gatherings where he talks soft © 


nonsense to some equally soft-headed 
girl. Nothing good can be expected 
from such a class for they have no 
more moral stamina in their back- 
bones than an angleworm. 


“Take my advice and don’t be- 


ashamed of honest labor. Don’t be in 
a hurry to get away from the old 
home or think you know more than 
the old folks or that they are too hard 
on you. Fame has taken many a man 
from his forge, the anvil, the carpen- 
ter’s bench or from following the 
plow, but she has never yet reached 
over a picket fence to lift a dude 
from his hammock; she has chosen 
many a woman from the toil and 
cares of the household to high positions 
of honor and usefulness, but she has 
never yet entered the places of ease 
and idleness to raise any daughter of 
indolence from her silken couch of 
laziness. 


“And now, fathers and mothers, just 
a word for you. Do all you can for your 
children without making slaves of your- 
selves, but do not be in a hurry to rob 
yourselves of what you have gathered 
by years of toil; to start your children 
in life let them be the architects of their 
own fortunes; if you have a surplus, 
divide; but if not, then look to your own 
interest. Mr. President and old settlers, 
in conclusion permit me to say that I 
am proud for the little that I have 
done in connection with you in the de- 
velopment of this grand and magnifi- 
cent country and am particularly proud 
for what little I have done towards the 
education of the boys and girls of ear- 
lier days, and more than proud of the 
class of men and women they have 
made ... Our eyes are growing dim 
and our hearing dull, we are getting 
aged and gray, the race of life is nearly 
run, but we will still cherish the days 
that are gone when you and I were 
young.” 


The advice is just as good today as 
it was nearly 60 years ago. 


Top: View up Eighth Avenue. 


Bottom: View up Ninth Avenue. 
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Early view of the R. Kirkey home. 
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lore than fortunate in having 
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d that is well nigh impossible to 
uplicate in any other profession. | 


r “The “serie doctors traveled by foot, 
horseback or buggy. The more recent 
doctors have had better means of trans- 
portation and far better facilities. Our 
confidence in these doctors and our 

knowledge that they cared what hap- 

pened to us, have speeded more cures 
than all the antibiotics ever produced. 
_ Besides serving professionally, our doc- 


‘ ae ATER Hogs 


Dr. Norman C. Knosp 


our very beginning, doctors who 
c served their patients with a re- 


_BPbdhse the historical committee 
felt that everyone would like to look 
at a picture and say, “That’s OUR doc- 
tor,” we tried to locate as many pic- 
tures as possible of former and pres- 
ent doctors. We tried to find the names 
of as many former doctors as could 
be found. We know we have missed 
some; it has been unintentional. Then 
we asked the local doctors if they 
would, instead of taking two pages to 
print centennial congratulations, allow 
us to proceed as above set forth. They 
answered in the affirmative and here 
is the result. 
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" ity names of “ees. sees have pacticna i in 
this eg 


id ors, as” ‘members of , 
chipehess and fie as good 
citizens. 


Below are pictures of all 


Names of other. doctors are: Dr. 
Crawford, A. L. Bryan, Dr. Lucas, J. 
Folbricht, A. J. Murch, R. H. Kinney, 
O. A. Young, A. J. Olmstead, M. C. 
Hammer, Eleanor Hutchinson, Dr. Car- 
gen, Dr. Nelson, and Dr. Barry. 


Belle Plaine has sent forth some fine 
young men and women to practice 
medicine. Here are some who came 
from this community and have prac- 
ticed in other places: Jean Box, Louise 
Box, Bill. Yavorsky, Milton Stout, Ell- 
wyn Brown, Dean Williams, Don O. 
Newland, Robert Payton, Rolly Hagen, 
Douglas Klink, William Janss, Arlyn 
Moeller, and Willis Dankle. 


Dr. Clarence E. Douglas 
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Chapter 21 


We Could Have 
Written Another 
Book ... 


Whenever a group gathers to rem- 
inisce, the words, “do you remember 
when,” really get a workout. We have 
covered a multitude of events that had 
something to do with the history of 
Belle Plaine. But it would take another 
book to tell all that we would like to 
tell about people and places and events 
and do justice to the subjects. So we 
are going to suggest a few of these 
things and let you enlarge upon them 
at your leisure. 

Ice cream has never tasted so good 
as when it came from the “ice cream 
lady” who drove her cart along the 
streets and rang the bell so that chil- 
dren could hear it a block away and 
get a nickel for a cone. Nor has popcorn 
ever tasted as soul-satisfying as that 
which came from the popcorn stand 
that was always parked on the south- 
west corner of Eighth Avenue and Main 
Street. 


The band concerts downtown provid- 
ed an opportunity to stroll along Main 
Street, and you had to park early to 
get a place to watch the crowd walk by. 


There was a Chinese laundry about 
where Blanchard’s Belle Plaine Motor 
Supply Store is now. Youngsters liked 
to watch the men blow water onto the 
shirts and iron them . . . the Chinese 
disappeared in some mysterious fash- 
ion involving foulplay. 

Then there was the counterfeiting 
scandal which involved making coins 


pen 


ae 
& 


5 
\ 
‘ 
t 
’ 
¥ 


Barbershop in the Burley House. Left to right: Roy Nichols, Jim Ealy, Scott 


Ealy, Milo Tyler and Harry Stone. 


.- - Ira Husted (a silver plater) got the 
credit for making the coins. His wife 
ran a dressmaking shop and she con- 
tinued in that work for many years 
after the scandal. 


Maybe your memories include the 


dances at Firemen’s Park, Blazek’s, 


Vining, Clutier, Keystone, Victor, or at 
the Redman’s Hall, the old Opera 
House, or the Z.C.B.J. Hall in Chelsea. 


There have been several theaters in 
our city: the Lyric, Nemo, Strand, 
Rivola and the King. There was an 
assortment of opera houses . . . Green- 
lee’s, Guthrie’s, Hanson’s, Zeller’s. The 
firemen used to have some dandy min- 


Belle Plaine band concert on Main Street by moonlight, about 1920. 
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strel shows; Stone the barber directed 
a lot of them. 


Belle Plaine’s first Negro family held 
a place of respect and affection in the 
town. For many years Thomas Mar- 
shall was a barber; Arthur Marshall 
was a barber and cook and served the 
fire department as engine-keeper. His 
sister, Agnes, attended school here; his 
niece, Pearl, was well known here and 
two great-nephews, Bobby and Al Mar- 
tin, attended school here. 


The 


Tune 
“Shine” Miller, Don Gatrelle. 


Tossers: Dick Gatrelle, 
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n 1914, 


finstrel show put on by the Patrician Club for the benefit of the fire department 


Reliance Brick and Tile Company on the site of Niebes Sawmill was a growing 
industry in 1912. 


H 


Herring Hotel, Mr. Herring at left by auto which he used to meet all the trains. 


Fall Festival, 1940, Junior Class pop 
stand, left to right: Gene Grummer, 
Emlyn Niebes, Winnifred Miller, Jean 
Newland. 


‘go: broom 


Did you dance to the music of Ear] 
Hunt’s Orchestra? Or possibly you 
listened to the Tune Tossers? We have 
had some wonderful bands and musi- 
cians. We’ve always been a musical 
town ... as witness the many bands 
through the years and the fine school 
band we have now. 


We've seen the following come and 
factory, cigar factory, 
brewery, brick and tile works, canning 
factory. 


“Fall Festival” brings back memories 
of celebrations .. . if you were in the 
junior class, you ran a pop stand. 
Fourth of July parades have come and 
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gone by the dozens... and firecrackers 
are only something to tell about now... 
you saved your money for weeks to 
buy Roman candles, sky rockets, spit 
devils, cherry bombs; fountains, pin- 


_ wheels, ladyfingers and just plain old 


firecrackers. 


Did you ever eat at the Burley House, 
Little Chicago, Rucker’s, Jimmy 
Moore’s, the Herring Cottage, the 
Blue Goose Inn? | 


Do you remember the time when you 
could ride to Luzerne, Hartwick, Irving 
and back on the train? There was a 
restaurant onthe west side of the 
depot... and the depot itself has seen 
several locations: on the north side of 
the tracks behind Stok’s, on the north 
side directly across from its present 
location. 


Did you know that the big Stok house 
was once a hospital? Then there were 
hospital rooms above the Cut Rate 
Grocery once, and the Corn Beit Hos- 
pital, and several nursing homes 
through the years. 


The newest doctor in town used to 
dash out of the office, whip his horse 
into a gallop, and race out of town, 
leaving all bystanders with the impres- 
sion that he was much in demand, 
while once out of sight he slowed down 
to a walk and enjoyed the scenery and 
returned after a while. 

Maybe you can recall when Billy 
Sunday lived here. He lived in the 


‘-house where Mrs. Laura Wehrman now 


lives. He worked for Van Meter Drug 
and the C & N W, but never came back 
here after he became a famous evan- 
gelist. From the recollections of old 
timers, it’s pretty easy to see why he 
didn’t. 

Once upon a time the words “ice 
cream social” meant home-made cakes, 
every homemaker’s favorite recipe, and 
home-made ice cream, with more 
cream and eggs in it than a whole 
truck full of today’s product has. 

Remember the penny candy? It was 
pure torment to choose when you only 
had a couple of pennies and had to 
make a choice. There used to be a 
little shop where Walt Herring lives 
now and every youngster frequented 
the store going to or coming from 
school, and some sneaked away at 
recess. Then there was the Candy Kit- 
chen, and the smell of fresh roasted 
peanuts at the Dees place and Petitt’s 
Confectionary and others. 

The late O. A. (“Boge”) Rucker could 
and did ride standing on two horses and 
drove Roman chariots in exhibitions 
around the country. Some _ families 
were in business here through many, 
many years: Nichols, Malcolms, Parks 
Brothers, Solly Wertheim, Herrings, 
Cunninghams, James Herejk, George 
Peterman, Tom Lawrence, Henry’s, 
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1862 — 1962 


YES 


We've made a few 
changes at Luzerne in 


the past few years! 
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.. .-and-also’tn alteration. or two 
at Belle Plaine . . . and there will be 
more in the years ahead. 


“PROGRESS” Is Our Middle Name 


Froning Grain & Lumber A. C. Froning Elevator 


Luzerne Belle Plaine 
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BELLE PLAINE 


a Confectionery, 1905. Left to right: Maggie Viall, Ozias Petitt, Jessa Petitt. 


Red Bird, driven by Mood Carl.. The horse belonged to John Rucker and was 


widely known for his speed and beauty. 


Sweets, Blossoms and dozens of others. 


The Belle Plaine Business College 
turned out many a secretary under the 
direction of Oscar Soiney. Its last lo- 
cation was in the upper story of Rouda- 
bush’s building. The Union was located 
there at one time. 


When we recall former teachers there 
is no end to the names brought up for 
discussion, but no one who ever had 
Frances Snitkay in junior high ever 
fails to mention her name. 

Did you always get a weiner when 
you bought the meat for Mom at the 
meat market? Benda’s gave them and 


so did Zalesky, Dohnalek and Pete 
Thiessen, and others, too. 


We used to follow the ice man and 
beg a chunk of ice on hot summer days 

. . lf he was in a good mood he might 
even chip a piece off for you. 


When the school burned on New 
Year’s Day of 1921, did you have to go 
school at the Redman’s Hall? Or per- 
haps in some church basement? And 
where did you have your school picnic? 
Perhaps it was in the Iowa River bluffs, 
or along the river by Koszta, or if you 
were in kindergarten was it in Ryan’s 
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pasture where you had to go over the 
stile and across the “bridge of sighs?” 

Did you go swimming in the river, 
Salt Creek, Honey Creek, or at the 
Marengo pool? When the first werm 


_ day came along, did you try wading in 


Minnie Creek? 


Were you one of those who carried 
water to ice Eleventh Avenue so you 
could go down on a bob-sled? Maybe 
you were the daring kind who hitched 


rides behind cars on your sled. Or did 


you wrap up in the old buffalo robe for 
that sleigh ride? 


Have you ever seen the monument at 
the top of the hill in Oak Hill Cemetery 
which marks the burial plot of Ladimir 
Klacel, famous Bohemian philosopher? 
He spent the last year of his life with 
Frank Zalesky who lived in the big red 
brick house on the northwest corner of 
Ninth Avenue and Eighth Street. For 
many years his friends and admirers 
came here to pay tribute to his memory. 


Mr. Oscar Soiney, taken about 1942, 
when he operated a business college 
above Roudabush Produce. 


Frances Snitkay, well-remembered jun- 
ior high teacher, 1938. 
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Since 1910— 


Our Purpose Has Been 
To Serve Belle Plaine . 


In an editorial in the first edition of The Union published 
by the Burrows family, written July 8, 1910, O. C. Burrows 
wrote: 


“In the first place, The Union is. going to stand by and for 
Belle Plaine, Benton county and Iowa. We have come among 
you to make our home, and we want you to feel that we are 
one of you; that our interests are mutual. As residents of Belle 
Plaine and Benton county, we all want to do what we can 
to help them and we can best do this by boosting.” 


O. C. BURROWS 
1874-1952 


We Will Continue To Serve! 


ti 
ily 


Since 1910 many changes have come to.Belle Plaine and to 
the Burrows Publishing Company. Originally, printing The 
Union and a small amount of job printing kept only a handful 
of men busy. Now, in 1962, O. C. Burrows is dead, but his 
sons and grandsons, and a score of employees continue on — 
continually expanding and enlarging the business. Particu- 
larly notable expansion has been made in the commercial 
printing and photography departments. But with all of the 
changes, the firm’s guiding motto through the years and its 


pledge for the future has not changed — to serve Belle Plaine. 
Rs, Wo BURROWS R. O. BURROWS, JR. 


BURROWS PUBLISHING CO. 


publishers of: The Belle Plaine Union and The Benton County Star 


Founded in 1866 
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Ryan’s pasture with bridge across 
creek and stile over fence in_ back- 
ground. Scene of many class picnics. 


ee 


Did you ever go to the fairs when 
there was a fairground in the southwest 
part of town? Many people remember 
the Four County Fairs held where the 
old Wurtele place was. Those fairs 
were the social event of the year. 
There were thoroughbred horse barns 


Ladimir Klacel monument in Oak Hill 
Cemetery, marking grave of famous 
Bohemian philosopher. 
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Art hall, agricultural building and am- 
phitheatre, on fairgrounds formerly lo- 
lated on Country Club Addition. 


tae meant: 
Lage OL OE, 


W. J. Guinn, age 16, son of Hyrcanus 
Guinn. 


along Thirteenth Avenue between Four- 
teenth and Fifteenth Streets. Where 
the new Plaine Crest Nursing Home is 
there were two large Exhibit Halls. 
Cattle Barns were along Fourteenth 
Street down to the creek. There was a 
harness horse barn out from the cattle 
barns and a grandstand stood straight 
east of Fifteenth Street with a track 
which could still be discerned many 
years later when all of the buildings 
were gone. 


It hasn’t been too long since there 
were three banks in Belle Plaine. The 
First National Bank was founded in 
1870 by S. S. Sweet. G. R. Ahrens be- 
came its president after the retirement 
of S. S. Sweet. Charles Sweet, son of 
S. S. Sweet, was the cashier. The Corn 
Belt Savings Bank opened its doors in 
May of 1906, with W. J. Guinn as presi- 
dent. Mr. Guinn was the son of Hycra- 


euiblind te: 
1G? ghuseainttsi ao .gyinollide 


HbbA did vibe : 


+ em 


— 


re | Seok 


- ee you 


ss 


via aa i F ~ 
ry . - ? 

: ney ry “4 

- ie ? 


4 


a 


‘ d= 
a) 
- ‘ 
“ 
aX 
hens 
0 
oe 
- 
» rr 
* 3 
e 
™ Se 
bs 


¢ 


us _ - temas 
-— . ore 
‘; 

$1 x} : aurea MEY 


% 


A 


rma 
, WD; 


'} 


faa he al 
<; mn he 
2 17 
a 
‘i 
ce 
bie t 
14" 
ll 
a’ : " 
7 » 


“Te 


a re < 


TANK TRUCK SERVICE 
FROM 
BELLE PLAINE OIL CO. 


Means: 


PROMPT DELIVERY 
COURTEOUS SERVICE 
ACCURATE METERED DELIVERY 
THE FINEST PRODUCTS 
FAIR & HONEST PRICES 


FRANK SILKBAKEN 
Home Phone HI 4-2283 
Station Phone HI 4-2880 


H. N. STEELE DALE BEYER 
Home Phone HI 4-2024 Home Phone HI 4-3397 
Station Phone HI 4-2280 Station Phone HI 4-2880 


BELLE PLAINE OIL CO. 


“Distributor of Highest Quality Petroleum Products” 
FRANK SILKBAKEN, OWNER 
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One of Belle Plaine’s best remembered baseball teams. Back, left to right: R. 
Sherwood, R. Peterson, D. England, R. Guglielmetti, W. Myers, R. Tubaugh, R. 
Casey, W. Henry, K. Tatman. Front: G. Schlotterbeck, G. Kaloupek, W. Rusk, 
M. Cronbaugh, N. Rusk, M. Rusk, D. Wagner. 


is Harold Suchy. 
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Pete Jacobs’ store formerly located about where Leonard’s Radio & TV is now. 
At right is Charlie Pecenka. Taken about 1900. 


Picture taken in 1947. The batboy 


Airplane owned by D. H. Newland 
Don, Jean, Dr. Newland. 


in late twenties. 


Left to right: Mrs. Newland, 


mG | ye 


nus Guinn, pioneer settler in this area, 
and the father of Benson Guinn of this 
city. The Citizens State Bank is the 


_ only one which survived the depression. 


Did you ever buy a hat at Ada Good- 
win’s Millinery? Or go with your mo- 
ther and watch while she tried on the 
magnificent creations? Her shop was 
where Kelly’s Tavern now is. 

When you were a boy, did you hang 
around Pete Jacob’s store even though 
cautioned by your parents that it was 
not a proper place for boys to loiter? 
Pete could talk at least seven languages 
and his store was a fascinating place 
for anyone to frequent. He lived about 
where the Jack & Jill Store is now. 

Do you remember when Thelma Dolak 
won one of our beauty contests? We 
remember Eunice Schuchert and 
Yvonne Clegg winning, too; you pro- 
bably remember others. 

There used to be a “noon” group of 
golfers who grabbed a bite of lunch 
and then played a speedy round before 
going back downtown. Lots of dimes 
changed hands among Hancock, Sweazy, 
Peterman, Klink, Newland, Feddersen 
and all the others. 

Many are the tales told about the old 
football games; it just depends on what 
year you pick out. And girls’ basketball 
was the rage here once. 

Dave Walker was the first pilot 
around here that we remember. He 
flew Dr. Newland’s plane which was 
kept at Petitt’s pasture, near the pre- 
sent site of the Froning Airport. 

We guess we have given you plenty 
of food for thought. You could add an- 
other hundred suggestions; so could 
anyone else; it just depends on your 
age and memory. 


Chapter 22 


Belle Plaine Today 


Hart Memorial Library 

In April of 1905, Mrs. Robert Osgood 
proposed that Portia Club raise money 
to furnish a room in the Congregational 
Church for a public reading room. 
The members gave plays, concerts, 
sponsored an organ recital and held 
food sales to raise money. By March 
of 1906, they had purchased a reading 
table, chairs, rug and shelves. 

The reading room was opened July 
12, 1906, with a book shower. Friends 
gave magazine subscriptions and a set 
of books was secured from the travel- 
ing library in Des Moines. Miss Alma 
Nichols was the first librarian. 

The Belle Plaine Library Association 

—Continued on page 137— 
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Sincere Rebekah Degree Team 
in 1912 Semi-Centennial Parade 


Belle Plaine Lodge No. 151 I.0.0.F. 


Belle Plaine Lodge No. 151 of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows was 
instituted on July 11, 1867, and the 
charter granted on October 17, 1867. 
This lodge is a branch of the second 
largest social and benevolent society 
in the United States. The order dates 
back to the 18th century and is founded 
upon the principles of Friendship, Love 
and Truth. 


The charter members of the Belle 
Plaine lodge were: E. M. Dodge, J. G. 
Kirkwood, S. Wyman, J. J. Dayton and 
J. B. Marsten. The first report of the 
lodge which was submitted to the Grand 
Lodge of Iowa on December 3, 1867, 
listed the following officers: J. G. Kirk- 
wood, Noble Grand; E. J. Johnson, Vice 
Grand; J. B. Marsten, Treasurer; 
George Alexander, Recording Secre- 
tary, and Sanford Brown, Financial 
Treasurer. 


The Belle Plaine lodge has been in its 
present location on Twelfth Street from 
its beginning, but the building has been 
‘remodeled and enlarged. The lodge 
‘owns the building and occupies the sec- 

ond floor. The ground floor consists 
of two units which are rented. 


At the present time the lodge has 78 
members, five of whom have been mem- 
bers for 50 years or more. These five 
are: Sam Ealy, Arthur Blinkensop, Earl 
‘Hall, Frank Hadima and William Wins- 
‘low. The present officers of the lodge 
‘are: Dr. M. V. West, Noble Grand; Nel- 
son Anderson, Vice Grand; Orie Brown, 
Recording Secretary; Daniel Morrison, 
Financial Secretary, and Fred Kithcart, 
Treasurer. 


Other branches of the order include 
the following: The Rebekahs, The En- 
-campment, The Patriarchs Militant with 
Ladies Auxiliaries to the Encampment 
‘and Patriarchs Militant. 


The Ladies Auxiliary to the Encamp- 
ment was chartered in October of 1948. 

Grand Encampment No. 48, of the 
I.0.0.F., Belle Plaine, Iowa, received 
their charter on October 16, 1872. Three 
other towns, Marengo, Victor and El- 
beron, joined with the Belle Plaine 
lodge. At the present time there are 85 
members. Officers for 1962, are: Hen- 
ry Eichhorn, Chief Patriarch; Orie 
Brown, Scribe; Will Bennett, Financial 
Scribe, and Fred Kithcart, Treasurer. 


Sincere Rebekah Lodge No. 59 


Sincere Rebekah Lodge No. 59 which 
was instituted and chartered in 1889 
with 37 members continues to function 
with the primary objects and purposes 
of Rebekah-Odd Fellowship being its 
aim. These purposes are: to visit and 
care for the sick, relieve the distressed, 
bury the dead, assist those of its mem- 
bers in need, and to aid in the establish- 
ment and maintenance of Odd Fellows’ 
homes for the aged and orphans, as 
well as to promote sociability among 
its members and jointly with the Odd 
Fellows. 

The lodge meets regularly twice each 
month and is presided over by the 


stom ELECTRIC 
pt AND POWER 


ODD FELLOWS AND REBEKAHS 


Belle Plaine Canton led by Gen. Paschall 
in 1912 Semi-Centennial Parade 


Noble Grand, who is assisted by 15 
other officers. In the early days some 
of the offices were held by the bro- 
thers but that practice is seldom follow- 
ed at the present time. 


Through the years the lodge has had 
an active degree staff for initiating new 
members. This staff has ranged from 
seven to twenty-six members and has 
been called upon to be of service to out- 
of-town lodges. In 1955, the staff was 
chosen to confer the degree at the Re- 
bekah Assembly at Cedar Rapids. 

In the history of Sincere Rebekah 
Lodge we have had the honor of having 
two Iowa presidents, Rose Viall in 1934- 
35 and Lucille Shanda in 1954-55. 


We contribute regularly and gener- 
ously to the Odd Fellow Home in Mason 
City, as well as to local projects of the 
community. At various times members 
have sponsored charity drives such as 
Red Cross, Polio and Cancer. Re- 
sponse is made according to the needs 
of the time, the community and the ex- 
isting circumstances. 


The present membership is 153 and 
as long as Sincere Rebekah Lodge shall 
exist, we shall continue our good work 
in Friendship, Love and Truth. 


Present Noble Grand is Marilyn Ealy. 


In the summer of 1912, when Almeda 
(Mrs. W. A.) Tippie was Noble Grand of 
Sincere Rebekah Lodge No. 59, a num- 
ber of ladies met to make plans to 
raise money to lay an oak floor in the 
main meeting room of the hall and for 
other necessary improvements. 


These projects were accomplished 
and the Circle is still meeting with an 
average attendance of 10 to 15. Meet- 
ings are held on the first and third 
Tuesday afternoons. The ladies do 
quilting, have a business meeting and 
enjoy a social hour with refreshments 
at the end of the afternoon. 
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Oity Council in 1962, left to right: Walter Mulherin, James Formanek, Elmer Rusk, 
Russell Hecht, Clerk Lyle Ealy, Claude Conklin. 


was formally organized in November 
of 1907, and a board of trustees and 
officers was appointed. The original 
officers were: Mrs. R. S. Osgood, presi- 
dent; Mrs. F. H. Henry, secretary; Mrs. 
J. E. Mosnat, treasurer, and Miss Alma 
Nichols, librarian. 

Mrs. Solly Wertheim served as presi- 
dent from 1908 until 1942. 

In February of 1929, the reading room 
moved to the upper story of the Zalesky 
building on Main Street. The city help- 
ed support the library, making it pos- 
sible to have it open every afternoon of 
the week except Sunday. 

In July of 1929, a bequest of $10,000 
came from Samuel S. Hart, a former 
citizen of Belle Plaine. A lot was pur- 
chased at the corner of Thirteenth 
Street and Ninth Avenue. The building 
progressed under the supervision of the 
building committee: Mrs. Solly Wer- 
theim, Messrs. E. N. Brown, Edward 
F. Snyder, J. L. Driscoll and W. O. 
Brand. The library was dedicated on 
January 5, 1932, and given the name 
“Hart Memorial Library.” 


The library has grown steadily since 
that time. Two new book stacks have 
been added which give shelf space for 
about 2,400 additional books. The 
library now contains 6,000 volumes. 

In 1957, the 50th anniversary was 
celebrated with an open house with the 
Portia, Athena and Sorosis Club mem- 
bers in charge. 


In 1960 Hart Memorial Library joined 
the Iowa State Traveling Library and 
received aid from state and federal 
sources, a $200 grant of reference books 
and assistance in cataloguing the books 
and training the librarian. 

Mrs. Ida Rank acted as librarian for 
many years, followed by Mrs. Lee Mar- 
tin, Mrs, Thelma Shadle and Mrs. Bess 
Wetherel. At the present time, Mrs. 
Walter Herring is the librarian. The 
present board of directors and officers 
are: Miss Evelyn Mansfield, president; 
Mrs. Don H. Newland, vice president; 
Mrs. A. W. Froning, secretary; Sam 
Zimmerman, treasurer. Other members 
are: Mrs. J. J. Strandberg, Mrs. Howard 
K. Thomasson, Mrs. Howard Collings- 
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Henry Plumb, grandfather of Abigail 
Winslow, Iona Blinkensop, Horace and 
Waldo McLennan. Mr. Plumb came to 
Belle Plaine in the 1860’s and had a 
blacksmith shop where the library now 
stands. 


wood, Mrs. John R. Burrows, Mrs. Wal- 
ter Kollmorgen, R. O. Burrows, Jr., and 
Fred Grantham. 
The Belle Plaine Country Club 

Although a group of golfers banded 
together as early as 1925 to play “pas- 
ture pool” as it was called then, no for- 
mal organization was made until Aug- 
ust 15, 1930, when the Belle Plaine Gold 
Club was formed. The group leased the 
present site from J. O. Walton and wife 
for 10 years for $360 per year with an 
option to buy for $10,000. In July, 1931, 
the Belle Plaine Country Club was in- 
corporated for the purpose of leasing 
and/or purchasing land for a golf club 
and to build a club house. This club as- 
sumed the lease of the Gold Club. Of- 
ficers were: A. L. Janss, president; 
Ed Snyder, secretary; W. A. Irwin, 
treasurer, and C. W. Burnham, vice 
president. The original incorporators 


were: A. L. Janss, O. A. Kirk, C. B. Wil- 
—Continued on page 139— 


View in the thirties of the Country Club. 
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Portia Club 


_ Portia Club was organized on October 
5. 1896. Mrs. Sedgewick, wife of the 
minister of the Congregational Church, 
and six young ladies, members of her 
Sunday School class, met with the ob- 
ject of obtaining a higher, broader and 
truer culture, and feeling the need of 
an organization for that purpose, agreed 
_to form a Literary Club to be known as 
the Portia Club. They wrote a consti- 
tution and by-laws and decided to meet 
every other Monday from September to 
June 1, and this has continued to be 
the meeting day to the present time. 
The membership of the club was limited 
to 20 members. Nine new members 
| were admitted at the next meeting. The 
first year American authors and cur- 
rent events were studied and each year 
a miscellaneous program has been fol- 
lowed. The club has studied poets, 
writers, art, politics, had debates, book 
reviews, and the last few years has had 
programs by outside speakers and ta- 
) lent from the school. 


_ Dues were 50 cents a year and later 
25 cents was paid as city federation 
dues. At one time the club belonged 
to the State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs but withdrew when dues were 
raised and it was felt better use could 
be made of that money locally. 


In 1906, when the Congregational 
Church was built, a room was set aside 
to be used as a library room, and it 


lesky, Leona Wilcoxen, Nita McCune, Nellie Sweet, Stella Zalesky, Alma Nichols. 
| ' Mary Scrimgeour, Addy Firkins, Mrs. Osgood, Flo VanDike, Alice Firkins. 


was known as the Clarissa Conrad 
Sedgewick Reading Room, and Portia 
Club sponsored this project. Food 
sales and an organ recital were held 
to raise money and the club furnished 
shelves, a desk, reading table, a dozen 
chairs, and a rug for this reading room. 
The chairs and reading table are in 
use today at the present library. A 
book shower was held in July of 1906, 
and with those books and a traveling 
library from the library association at 
Des Moines, the club was able to open 
the reading room which has grown into 
the Hart Memorial Library of today. 
Alma Nichols was selected to be librar- 
ian and members of the club served as 
attendants for several years. The read- 
ing room was then open Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons and 
Saturday evenings. The club has con- 
tinued to support the library and each 
year has given something to it, either 
books or financial assistance. -For sev- 
eral years the club gave over $100 and 
one year $200. When the library moved 
into its new building the desk was pur- 
chased by Portia Club at a cost of 
about $165. 


On November 2, 1956, when the lib- 
rary observed its 50th anniversary, the 
Portia Club served as hostess. 


Although the library has been the 
principal interest through the years, the 
club has had other projects: clothing 
and furnishing school supplies to a 
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April, 1908, gathering of the Portia Club. Back row, left to right: Grace Brewer, Emma Za- 


Front row: 


needy high school girl for two years, 
Christmas baskets for needy families, 
canned goods to the needy, donations to 
fund drives, etc. 


Portia Club was the means of start- 
ing Williams Park. It was through the 
efforts of the club that Dr. J. A. Wil- 
liams gave the use of the land to be 
used as a park for five years and 
later Mrs. Williams donated the park 
to the city. 


Many unusual parties and entertain- 
ments have been held and in 1921 Por- 
tia celebrated her 25th anniversary with 
a program recalling outstanding events 
and featuring letters from the first 
president and other former members. 
In the coming years Portia Club hopes 
to continue the service to the com- 
munity which has highlighted its first 
66 years. 


Present officers and members are: 
Jean Malcolm, president; Beverly 
Wiese, vice president; Dorothy Blan- 
chard, secretary, and Beverly Lahn, 
treasurer; Dosia Byers, Margaret 
Janss, Arlene Jensen, Thelma Johnson, 
Caroline Kern, Winnifred Lamb, Maude 
Leavell, Ruth Lethem, Winnifred Mil- 
ler, Lillian Studt, Betty McGillivray, 
Beverly Sywassink, Gladys Groszkrug- 
er, Jean Truelson, Cecelia Wehrman, 
Cindy Ehlen, Frances Magdefrau. As- 
sociate members are: Ida Rank, Caro- 
line Sweet, Dorothy McCune Stark and 
Goldie Malcolm. 
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1962 aerial view of Country Club, view to northwest, clubhouse upper center. 


cox, Charles E. Hughes, F. H. Henry, 
E. C. Dennand, H. L. Malcolm, George 
S. Sweazy, W. J. Swecker, Tom Dodd, 
Warren Burnham, C. W. Burnham, H. J. 
Hartman, W. J. Herejk, W. W. Mattox, 
C. B. Sheets, A. F. Bender, R. W. Miller, 
E. F. Snyder and W..:A. Irwin. 


During the early 30’s extensive re- 
modeling was done on the house which 
was on the property and tennis courts 
were built with lights for playing at 
night. Social activities included dances, 
picnics and stags. Greens were sand, 
later cottonseed, oiled sand, and fin- 
ally the present grass greens. In the 
’ early days the course had but six holes 
and the “mowing” was done by a herd 
of sheep kept on the premises. Later, 


si a ea yiewt a lecara she's course aa 


coe sn the club house. In the early years. 


of the Country Club, the young boys of 

the community were caddies and many > 

golfers developed out of that group. 
In 1940 the original lease was extend- 


ed for a period of ten years, and in 1950 


the present site was purchased for 
$9,000. In 1955 the name became Belle 
Plaine Country Club and the reorganiz- 
ed corporation assumed all the obliga- 
tions of the former corporation. 

In 1955 erection of a new club house 
was discussed and investigated. The 
building was to cost $20,750 and fea- 
tured a split level arrangement so that 


golfers might enter the ground floor 


where lockers and showers were lo- 
cated. The club house was built and 
opened in the summer of 1955. Building 
committee members were: H. L. Mal- 
colm, Walter Malcolm, James Murphy, 
—Continued on page 141— 


Williams Park, originally a gift of the J. A. Williams family. Shelter house at 
right was given by Harley Wheeler, in memory of his mother, and was designed 
by John Vifquain. 


pee, 
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Aerial view of South City Park. Shelter house at upper center was built by the C.C.C. men. Lighted ball field at right. 
Municipal pool, center. A new shelter house, a memorial to Dr. Nathan B. Williams, is being built north of the pool. 
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- WOMANTS RELIEF CORPS — 


Seated, left to right: Hazel Kithcart, Abbie Winslow, Laura Swafford, Nora Wheeler, Josephine Chown, Alice 
Burns, Iona Blinkensop; second row: Elizabeth Ealy, Delpha Terrill, Emma Novak, Edith Wright, Helen Tippie, 
Ada Roudabush, Gladys Beyer, Emma Brown, Vlasta Weaver, Nellie Harris, Nellie Smith; third row: Orpha 


Hevener, Barbara Benesh, Lucille Kern, Nellie Kann, lda Bird, Myrtle Wilson, Jenny 


Fern Cronbaugh, Doris Pasler, Dessic Hannen. and Viola Smith. 


Woman’s Relief Corps 


The first Woman’s Relief Corps, auxil- 
jary to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
came into being in 1878-79. These aux- 
iliaries formed under different names 
and in 1883 a national] organization was 
formed and took the above name. 


The Belle Plaine group is known as 
the John B. Hancox Corps No. 130, and 
was organized November 1, 1887. There 
were 29 charter members and the first 
president was Jeannette Henderson, 
who had served as an army nurse in 
Rolla, Mo., Vicksburg, Miss., and Mem- 
phis, Tenn. The corps now has 81 mem- 
bers. The purpose of the corps was to 
care for Civil War veterans, their wives, 
orphans and families, and to perpetu- 
ate the memory of Civil War soldiers. 


The corps is still a very active organi- 
zation. It was said that when the last 
Civil War veteran had answered the 
last call all of our duties would be over. 
But the world is far from peace and 
over the years the work of the corps 
has increased. We will celebrate our 
75th anniversary in 1962. 

In 1961 we carried through the follow- 
ing projects: Christmas gifts for 21 
children at the Annie Wittenmeyer 


Home, 20 quilts pieced and finished for 
baby beds, Christmas box for the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital at Iowa City, stamps, 
cards ,fruit cake and canteen books for 
the Veterans’ Hospital in Iowa City, 
jams, jellies, money, bibs and hospital 
gowns and slippers for the Iowa Sol- 
diers’ Home Hospital at Marshalltown, 
clothing, bibs, gowns and slippers for 
the Clinton Domicilliary, canteen book 
for Knoxville. 


The Woman’s Relief Corps is one of 
the few organizations which still com- 
memorate Memorial Day by services at 
the cemetery and the river. We hope 
our organization will increase in mem- 
bership and carry on the traditions 
which were so dear to the hearts of the 


Veterans of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. Three of our members have 
passed the 90-year mark and are still 
active in our organization, Josephine 
Chown, Laura Swafford and Nora 
Wheeler. The incumbent president is 
Hazel Kithcart. Local members are 
listed as follows: Dora Allee, Amber 
Allen, Gladys Bostian, Emma Brown, 
Loma Brown, Iona Blinkensop, Beulah 
Birch, Mabel Bradford, Alice Burns, 


Cerny, Rose Beck, 


Grace Beyer, Sophia Behounek, Jennie 
Bloudek, Leola Birky, Ida Bird, Agnes 
Behounek, Gladys Beyer, Leon Bennett, 
Barbara Benesh, Rose Beck, Gertrude 
Collum, Josephine Chown, Lauretta 
Cronbaugh, Gertrude Crawford, Fern 
Cronbaugh, Jennie Cerny, Irene Cullis, 
Edith Dickey, Pearl Dodd, Elizabeth 
Ealy, Lucille Ealy, Arlene Ealy, Elosia 
Ealy, Jennie Fisher, Emma Graham, 
Beth Goodman, Nellie Harris, Orpha 
Hevener, Dessie Hannen, Mina Herman, 
Louise Hrabak, Myrtle Hecht, Vivian 
Johnson, Libbie Kithcart, Carrie Kenne- 
dy, Zena Kent, Nellie Kann, Lucille 
Kern, Evelyn Meyer, Valentine McCune, 
Emma Novak, Mary Peffers, Hazel 
Parks, Doris Pasler, Dorothy Prusha, 
Lottie Quigley, Ada Roudabush, Myrtle 
Shoemaker, Esther Share, Laura Swaf- 
ford, Alberta Staffenbeal, Bessie Schu- 
chert, Nellie Smith, Viola Smith, Thel- 
ma Siefker, Zoe Tesar, Delpha Terrill, 
Grace Thompson, Margaret Taylor, 
Helen Tippie, Amelia Tippie, Myrtle 
Vermace, Bessie Vratny, Abbie Wins- 
low, Nora Wheeler, Vlasta Weaver, Al- 
bia Wandling, Edith Wright, Nancy 
Wright, Myrtle Wilson and Mildred Wil- 
son. 
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Uroxakruger, Dr. Don MH. Newland, Al 


purchased and the course was 


3S greens were installed. In October 


pleted at a total cost of over $16,000. 
‘The membership at the present is 169 
and the present officers are: Walter 
Kollmorgen, president; Lowell Jones, 
vice president; Carleton Groszkruger, 
secretary, and Berwin Throndsen, 
treasurer. Board members are: Charles 
Myers, Ray Wiese, Carleton Grosz- 
kruger and Art Sieck. Ernest Klink 
has the honor of being the member 
with the longest continuous member- 
~ ship. He joined the group first formed 
in the fall of 1925 when he came to Belle 
Plaine. 


Oak Hill Cemetery 

The first meeting was held November 
5, 1866, at the Methodist Church by the 
citizens of Belle Plaine with Mr. Steph- 
ans as chairman and D. C. Twogood as 
secretary. They proceeded to organize 
an association to be known as the Belle 
Plaine Cemetery Association. 

On November 12, an election was 
held at J. Baker’s store and a stock 
company with 50 shareholders at $10 a 
share was formed. It was incorporated 
on July 10, 1867. A committee was ap- 
pointed to obtain land. The committee 


Malek, Walter MeCrory, Paul 
ry C rake t, al of Helle. 
pile if acres of land 

led to lengthen the holes and— 


of 1960, those improvements were com- 


Oak Hill Cemetery, aerial view 1962. 


reported that the “Kelly Place” could 
be purchased for $1,200—$50 down to 
bind the sale and $400 when the deed 
was made and the balance on or before 
April 1, 1867. Purchase was made and 
a plat made of 66 blocks, each block 
containing a number of lots. 

This association lasted until July 24, 
1891, when the last shares were pur- 
chased by the Ladies Cemetery Asso- 
ciation. 


Ladies Cemetery Association 

First meeting of the Ladies Cemetery 
Association was held on September 6, 
1889. Officers elected were: Mrs. Julia 
E. Mosnat, president, Lily Kostomlat- 
sky, treasurer, and Miss Vinnie Read, 
secretary. The ladies were not sat- 
isfied with the condition of graves 


Main Street from east, 1962. 


Main Street from west, 1962. 
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and the care of the cemetery. A total 
of 145 members were listed and each 
agreed to pay $1.00. 

The ladies raised money by giving 
dinners, plays and even ball games to 
buy shares held by the Belle Plaine 
Cemetery Association, and by Septem- 
ber 18, 1892, this was accomplished. 
The name was changed to the Oak Hill 
Cemetery Association in 1896. The by- 
laws were amended January 28, 1896, 
and Ordinance No. 55 adopted by the 
City Council, City of Belle Plaine. At 
that time the mayor was Solly Wer- 
theim. Four additional sections have 
been added to the original cemetery and 
at the present the officers of the asso- 
ciation are: Mrs. Mabel Benner, presi- 
dent; Mrs. Vlasta Weaver, vice presi- 
dent; Mrs. Gertrude Walton, second vice 
president; Miss Ellen Carlson, treas- 
urer; Mrs. Julia A. Brown, secretary, 
and Mrs. Margaret Riley, agent to sell 
lots. 


Belle Plaine Improvement Co., Inc. 
The Belle Plaine Improvement Co., 
Inc., was organized to promote Belle 
Plaine and encourage new business. An 
organizational meeting was held on 
March 3, 1959, in the offices of Swailes 
& Sullivan. Thirteen men attended that 
meeting. They were: Paul Groszkruger, 
A. L. Janss, James Murphy, H. Ear] Pal- 
mer, Mike Lawlor, E. W. Comer, Ed 
Blanchard, Walter McCrory, Ear] Park, 
Richard Wright, Robert McCoy, Byrle 
Peffers and Walter Malcolm. Original 
officers were: Ed Blanchard, president; 
Walter McCrory, vice president; Paul 
Nielsen, secretary, and Earl Park, treas- 
urer. Board members were: Richard 
Wright and A. L. Janss. The group has 
remained the same except that Robert 

McCoy has replaced A. L. Janss. 

A certificate of incorporation was is- 
sued by the State of Iowa on March 17, 
1959, giving permission to transact busi- 
ness aS a group until March 17, 1979. 
The group incorporated for $75,000 with 
the original shares set at $1,000 per 
share. There have been 53 shares of 
stock issued. 
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View from the southeast of farm home 
of David Patterson, early nurseryman 
and farmer, father of Charles Patter- 
son. This house replaced the original 
log home and has been remodeled since 
then. Bernard Upah now lives on this 
part of the former Patterson nursery. 


These are some of the transactions 
that have taken place in the past three 
years: purchase of the Wurtele Estate, 
60 acres on the east edge of Belle 
Plaine; erection of the building hous- 
ing the Belle Plaine Bowl; platting 
the Country Club addition for a housing 
development; sale of 11 acres to the 
Belle Plaine Country Club for enlarge- 
ment of the golf course; sale of two 
lots to Wayne Kempf for the site of 
the Plaine Crest Nursing Home, and 
sale of a lot to Bernard Duhachek and 
John Chekal for the erection of the 
East Side Body Shop. 


Belle Plaine Flying Club, Inc. 

On June 12, 1959, the Belle Plaine Fly- 
ing Club was incorporated to enable 
members to learn to fly. There are 12 
charter members: Hugh Gillen, M. D. 
Dreibelbis, Denis Sullivan, William 
Donovan, Russell Tubaugh, Dr. John 


* 


Veer 


anes 


Members of the board of the Belle Plaine Century Corporation, left to right, 

front row: Jack Lewis, Jean Swailes, Thelma Johnson, Ira Fisher. Back row: 

John Cairns, Don O’Brien, Bill Hernik, Bob Burrows, Jr., Bob Hadenfeldt, Mayor Solly Wertheim, former mayor and 
Eugene Hutchins. long-time businessman in Belle Plaine. 
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Mr. Charles Patterson, one of Belle Plaine’s oldest residents, was born in 1869. 
He is the son of David Patterson who came to this locality in 1855 and estab- 
lished the Iowa Valley Nursery, one of the earliest and largest in the state at 
the time. He supplied all kinds of trees and plants to the surrounding commun- 
ity. Mr. Charles Patterson helped his father with the nursery here and another 
in Nebraska. The farm which his grandson, Charles McLennan, farms, has been 
in the possession of the Patterson family for 107 years. Mr. Patterson retired 
from the farm to Belle Plaine in 1908. He is shown with his son-in-law, Horace 
McLennan, and grandson, Charles McLennan, in front of a soft maple tree which 
he planted on the home place some sixty years ago. 


Mrs. Laura Swafford, Belle Plaine, one of Belle Plaine’s oldest residents, cele- 
brated her 93rd birthday May 24. Mrs. Swafford is the daughter of Foster 
Winslow, who came to the Walnut Creek area with his parents in a covered 
wagon in 1856, and Eliza Williams Winslow. Mrs. Swafford and her husband, 
Fred Swafford, celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in 1949. Mr. Swaf- 
ford passed away in 1951. Mrs. Swafford lives with her daughter, Mrs. George 
Schoening, and she has a great-great-granddaughter, Susan Marie Schild. 
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J. P. Henry, pioneer lumberman, who 
located in Belle Plaine in the 1860’s. 


Janss, Claude Conklin, Harold Swailes 
and Don Wilson, all of Belle Plaine, and 
Neil Schmidt of Dysart and John Grune- 
wald and Harold Martin of Blairstown. 
Members own and operate their own 
plane which is kept at the Froning Air- 
port northwest of the city limits. 


Belle Plaine Athletic Association 


The Belle Plaine Athletic Association 
was begun in 1948 and established to 
promote athletic events in Belle Plaine 
and provide a place for these contests. 
Since that time the town has had a 
semi-pro baseball team which competes 
on the athletic field in the South City 
Park. A lighted ball field with bleach- 
ers provides a site for not only the town 
team but Pee Wee and Midget games 
and high school games as well. A loud 
speaker system provides a commentary 
on these events and the voice of John 
Franklin is familiar to all who attend 
the athletic contests held there. 


Belle Plaine Century Corporation 


The Belle Plaine Century Corporation 
is the infant of all organizations in 
Belle Plaine. It is an outgrowth of the 
Centennial. The ten members of the 
board were chosen at a meeting called 
to organize for the celebration of the 
Centennial of Belle Plaine. Those mem- 
bers are: Robert O. Burrows, Jr., Ro- 
bert Hadenfeldt, C. E. Hutchins, Ira 
Fisher, William Hernik, John H. Cairns, 
Don O’Brien, Jack Lewis, Thelma John- 
son and Jean Swailes. Incorporation is 
at the present time in process under 
the above name. It is the hope of this 
Centennial Committee to have a cor- 
poration which may be used over a 
longer period of time for the betterment 
of Belle Plaine. 


ay hes sha 
esoisit silo lo sno .cowteiie’ 


” 7 ‘S OM G wie Vidi! RAINS ow AoeTotin st hivedl te be 7 vi 
ag ree tp oth ml inf bon tesla odd lo sed toa yolisY ewol of 
— o> jaibavera. od 03 etentg bow est Yo ehedil Us betlgqua of Sar 
Die" edions bas sad wioeuet ort diiw conte) at Hopted sozsed gehen? - 
hone oy) ge wed ord const deste ached? woebasyyg effoite arial ofT solaeiey 
i) Ni .cimsy TOL vel clikaa) enevoet of) le polesoeneg. ame 
; id nweile al oil i «f oie? otfe@ of ortel si) me 
; ilo wont ef enone toF ie woehis iy bas amos 
mts Soa! ron of} no hedwalg 
;* . 
1 * 


Eighth Grade Graduation in about 1907. Back row from left: M. McIntyre, L. Prazak, J. Lahn, R. Labins, Bessie Sperring, 
E. Janss, T. Ogilvie, G. Rusk, G. Rucker, W. Malcolm, L. Montgomery, A. Kollman. Middle: W. Donovan, K. Paden, C. 


Milner, B. Wertheim, W. Shields, N. Henry, R. Ryan, G. Kern, L. Walton, R. Weymer. Front C. Mall, B. Gumbiner, D. 
Snyder, R. Housman, B. Marsh, C. Dudek, W. Price, R. Steffa. 


Gay Blades... left to right: Lyle Gor- 
don, Bud Housman, Harley Brainerd, 
Stub Conklin, Jim Cerny. 


Before school buses were in operation, in 1915 Mrs. George Lamb took David 
Christine, Marjorie and Mildred to and from school each day. 


Telephone operators in 1911. Back: 
Leona Collins, Sadie Strawhorn, Mary 
Dietz. Front: Helen Back, Josephine 


=~ Gd ; = ‘ : 2 ‘ te tao +] i > B4 ae 4 | . ua % a 
5 a cA | eee | Fen) i ‘ty | id : é. e 
ES SMa 0 Web emts sidilalimeaemunaies William Fisher throwing switch to op- 
erate the Tama, Iowa, Poweshiek REA 
North side of Main Street between Eighth and Ninth Avenues, about 1910. line in 1936. 
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Charles Sweet, Judge Burnham, H. 
Lindsley after duck hunting. 


Light plant about 1905. George Schoening at left, M. E. Hunt at right. The 
original light plant was organized by a William Hunter who sold it to S. S. 
Sweet and Lew Sweet. Upon the death of the latter, one half interest was sold 
to G. R. Ahrens and W. A. Mall. Until 1908 service was only from dusk to mid- 
night, after that time service was day and night. In 1914 the firm was sold to 
the Cedar Rapids Electric Co. which later became the Iowa Electric Light and 
Power Company. After that time the local plant was abandoned. 


Laundry on east side of Seventh Ave- 
nue between Main and _ Thirteenth 
Streets. At left is Bill Wimms, at right 
is Mrs. Fred M. (Rebecca) Grantham. 


BELLE PLAINE 


Belle of the Prairie, those first settlers called you, 


Charmed by the beauty and lay of the land. 


Here they built homes and new places of business; 


Rockwell Cream Station taken about 1908. Located on the east side of Tenth Churches and schools to keep pace with demand. 
Avenue between Twelfth and Thirteenth Streets. It was also the site of an indoor 

pool and skating rink at one time. Left to right are: M, Bridge, Mr..Webb, Mr. gre icitjnera:-were HeagachMREnaueBIeNN -c- 
Rockwell, unknown, W. Bridge. plenty, 


All early settlers had more than their share, 
Love of the land and their pioneer village 


( Lightened their burdens to what they could bear. 


God rest their souls as they sleep on a hilltop, 
Couched in the faith they were proud to profess. 
They met a challenge with courage and vision; 


Byars BORE ey: 1 20m nt ¢ Their children’s children must never do less. 


yee oe 


Belle of the Prairie, the name that they gave you, 


Falls on the ear like a lovely refrain; 


Haunting, prophetic, a name to be proud of; 


Belle of the Prairie, or simply Belle Plaine. 


The Boston Store, left to right: C. Martin, A. Norton, L. Price, M. Martin, L. Betz, 
G. Parks, F. Weaverling. Present location of liquor store, Clover Farm Store, G. A. CARLSON, 


Clover Leaf Feeds. Vinton, lowa. 
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Ab Burns’ Pool Hall, before 1920, pres- 
ent location of Clover Farm Store. Mr. 
Burns at left. 


bee eee We ant Ae 


McBride blacksmith shop located between Dairy and Kelly’s. Lawrence McBride 
went in here with his father, Charles McBride, after touring with Ringling Broth- 
ers as a blacksmith. 


Paul Carlson Plumbing, west side of 
Eighth Avenue between Main and Thir- 
teenth Streets, about 1930. 


Belle Plaine’s Police Department was 
on wheels in 1924. W. D. Funk. 


Telephone switchboard located on sec- 
ond floor of Reihsen Building. At right 
is Ella Madeson, third from right is 
Jennie Bloudek. The Iowa Telephone 
Company was the first organized in 
Belle Plaine. In the 1890’s it was sold 
to the Belle Plaine Telephone Com- 
pany, led by Solly Wertheim, Jacob 
Mosnat, Charles Blossom, Edward 


Nichols. It was later sold to D. C. Phil- 
Ben Allers and Jack Franklin of Franklin & Allers Hardware, 1929, northeast lips and then to Central Iowa Telephone 


corner of Main and Seventh Avenue. Co. 
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Girls Glee Club in 1926, back, left to right: M. Apgar, R. Rucker, C. Lamb, O. 
Ehler, R. Brown, E. England, N. Tappan, B. Preston. Center row: L. Dierks, 
G. Wariner, M. England, J. Nichols, Miss Blanch McCombs, M. Keyes, H. Keyes, 
W. Doxey. Front row: L. Wilson, L. Ashdown, M. Beneshek, K. Park, F. Shirley, 
T. Palmer, E. Thuesen, L. Leonard. 


Thiessen’s Meat Market about Christmas time 1906. At left is E. N. Leonard, 
Thiessen at right. 


The Lincoln Highway going west out of Belle Plaine. 
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FRANK SANKOT, SR. 


Frank Sankot, Sr., father of F. J. San- 
kot and O. B. Sankot, his only present- 
ly living sons, came from Czechoslo- 
vakia as a poor immigrant boy and 
became a cattle buyer who owned sev- 
eral large farms. He is pictured here 
in his buggy on the river bottom farm 
now owned by the Huntszingers. He 
was a familiar figure on Belle Plaine’s 
Main Street. He drove his horse and 
buggy until 1940, when he was the only 
person around Belle Plaine to do so. 
Whenever the bells of St. Michael’s ring 
out, as they do so pleasantly, they are 
a tribute to Frank Sankot and Rudy 
Lynch, the two people who supplied the 
money for their purchase. 


S. R. Sweet and Charles Sweet 


g 


= ' ‘ 
£44 oa + 


Waa, 


totouA LA es M sicdyin of Mol domd acer af duly sao 
7 oy anny Vshbaste 2 awed 4 4 
red ime jot: Apege aelid efomoit .. jlneleant Mi 198788 
wobr F aoe? .t -wortaord voxel a 
bieaood .F .saspd? osmln ty 


vd 
ws 
» 
— 

3 
= 


wt ta * 
eet 
ah! 
my 
pull 
3 
Pi 
, 
: = 
| 
‘ ; 
‘ ; 4 
4 - : 
- 
2 
e | , 
shia t 
* ; , » 
~ 
Bie aa 
‘ 
j Fo uag 
a - > 
> ' 
‘ . r oe : a 
: Ps ft i 
‘ rd _" 
n 2 * 
‘ 
4 , 
7 yet a 2 
: 
- 


THE MIXER ~ 
Your Centennial Headquarters 
for delicious 


SANDWICHES 
MALTED MILKS 
FOUNTAIN SERVICE 


Our Own Ice Cream 


THE MIXER 


— BELLE PLAINE — 


808 Eighth Ave. 


PURINA 
CHOWS 


Conkey Feeds Baby Chicks 


Farm Supplies _ Fertilizers 


BELLE PLAINE FEED CO. 


C. J. STUDT, Manager 


13th Street Belle Plaine 
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I have enjoyed teaching piano and organ 
duri ng these past years in 


this community. 


MARIE CHRISTMAN 


Hickory 4-9172 Belle Plaine 


Early football enthusiasts. Back: Harry 
Edwards, Charley Irwin, Art Carlson; 
center: Art Dinnie; front: Earl Hunt, 
Ralph Edwards, unknown, Barney Pas- 
chall, Ed Beeh, Alonzo Palmer. 


Birthday party—about 1910. Back, left 
to right: Frances Snitkay, Mrs. Woody 
Bostian, Mrs. Everett Wayman, un- 
known. Front: Gretchen Snitkay, un- 
known, Hazel Draper, unknown. 
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Aerial view of Belle Plaine business district in late 1940’s. 
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Aerial view of business district 1962. 


— 149 — 


“ 
é 

~ ‘ 
rar Be 


: 


Sai Sa 


3 


"e. 


. 
2 


- 
Ss 


- 
. 


“YOU EXPECT MORE FROM STANDARD 
AND YOU GET IT!’ 


from 
ey i 
i | 
LEE O'BRIEN BOB BERNTSEN 
Local Dealer Tank Wagon Service 
Phone HI 4-2945 Phone HI 4-2805 


LANES STORE 


is proud of Belle Plaine 
and happy to be a 


part of its future. 


We stock a complete line of 
Ladies Ready-to-Wear 


All Famous Names you know 


Phone | Raymond Welch, 
Hickory 4-3225 Manager 


BELLE PLAINE’S EXCLUSIVE STORE FOR WOMEN 
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Serving This Community Over 23 Years 


BOSS OF THE ROAD 


THs new light 
The Latest and Best | touring car fills 
the demand for an 
automobile between 
a runabout and a 
heavy touring car. 
It is positively the 
most perfect ma- 
chine on the market, 
having overcome all 
draw-backs such as 
smell, noise, jolt, 
etc., common to all 
other makes of Auto 
Carriages. It is so 
simple that a boy of 
15 can run it. 


For beauty of finish it is unequaled—and we promise IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 
We haven’t space enough to enter into its mechanical detail, but if you are interested in 
the NEWEST and MOST ADVANCED AUTO manufactured to-day write us for particulars. 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY 
689 Mack Avenue Detroit, Mich. 


The FORDMOBILE with detachable tonneau, $850 


G First FORD Advertised in THE SATURDAY EVENING POST , June 27, 1903 > 


coe OuUrr. 
FORD, GALAXIE, FALCON FAIRLANE 
and MERCURY DEALER 


A-1 USED CARS and TRUCKS 
Courteous & Dependable @ Hickory 4-2420 
en ae Winders Motor Co. ste PLAINE 
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George Preston, popular Belle Plaine 
antique collector, had one of the larg- 
est tasks during Belle Plaine’s Cen- 
tennial, lining up the July 4 parade. 
George has been called “Mr. Parade” 
on many occasions. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hughes about 
Nichols and Herejk Drug Store. Mr. James Herejk and Mr. Ed Nichols at right. 1930. 
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Has This Fine Staff To Serve Ther Customers 
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From left to right: 


Donald Vavroch, 
Blanchard, salesman; Harold Swender, machine shop fore- 
man; Curtis A. Homire, store manager; Ed. M. Blan 
president; Dan Morrison, 
Dorothy Jones, bookkeeper. 


counterman; 


machinist — lower left 


MOTOR SUPPLY” 


Complete 


Automotive SN Eel athie 


Shop Service 
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Chapter 2—Early Days of Guinnville and the Beginning of Belle Plaine 
Chapter 3—The Arrival of the Iron Horse and the Establishment of Belle Plaine 


Text matter for this book was 
set in 9-point Linotype Majestic 
on a 10-point slug. Picture 
headings are in the boldface, 
Chapter headings are in 8-point 
Spartan light and 12-point Spar- 
tan bold. Special display lines 
on the cover, pages 1 and 2 
are in Egyptian Expanded, 
Bomiseocke jim Crows ke. | 
Barnum and Playbill, all old- 


time type faces. 
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Chapter 1—Backward, Turn Backward, O Time In Your Flight 


Chapter 4—Belle Plaine’s First Mayor’s Recollections 
Chapter 5—Early Day Settlers at Walnut Creek 

Chapter 6—History of Irving 

Chapter 7—History of Koszta 

Chapter 8—The Town of Luzerne 

Chapter 9—The Belle Plaine Volunteer Fire Department 
Chapter 10—The Eighth Wonder of the World 

Chapter 11—The Great Fire of 1894 

Chapter 12—Belle Plaine’s Semi-Centennial in 1912 
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Chapter 18—Is This Kellar’s Chain? 
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Chapter 20—This Younger Generation ... 60 Years Ago 
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Map of Belle Plaine, Iowa: Inside front cover. 


Acknowledgements: 


The Historical Committee wish- 
es to acknowledge our debt to 
all those who helped provide 
information and_ pictures for 
this book. Our choice of sub- 
ject matter was based on availa- 
bility of material. Where events 
and history were already well 
chronicled, we felt it useless to 
repeat. We chose to illuminate 
some of the lesser known areas 
of our history. If you disagree 
with our approach, we highly 
recommend that you start now 
on a sesquicentennial edition. 


Editor's Note: Errors or omis- 
sions, typographical errors, mis- 
spellings and all oversights will 
be rectified and acknowledge- 
ment made in the next Centen- 
nial Book in the year 2062. 
Please contact the committee at 
that time. 
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